on ; 
Bleſſed Man. 


Or a ſhort Expoſition 
upon the firſt Plalm, di- 


recting. a. man unto true 
and Eternal Happinels. 


Wherein the Eſtate and Con-14*® 


dition of all Mankind. is laid 
down, both in this Life, and 
that which tis to come. 


| The Fifteenth Edition, profita- 


bly amplified by the Author, Saumeb| | 


Smith, late Miniſter of Prattlewell 
in Efſex. 
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1 Tim. 4. 8. Godlineſs bath the promiſe of the Life 
preſent, and the life that is to come. 
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To the Reader, . 


Hriſtian Reader,as it hathever been 
q the pra&tice of wicked menzto-make 3 

their proſperity an argument of? 
Gods favour, reaſoning after this manner 8:4 
is it likely, that I ſhould enjoy ſo many © 
bleſſings from God,if my converſation were 
not plealing in his ſight, &c. Not conſider- _ 
ing that theſe common gifts are given alike,®; 
both to the godly manzand the ſinner : And *# 
that Eſa», though he was a man hated of ©: 
God, yet enjoyzd the fatneſs of the Earth 
as well as Facob. 
- So the Children of God beholding the ont- 
ward proſperity of the wicked, & theirown 
miſerable condition here- in this life, "have ].. 
hereby been much troubled, and have been 
moved to call Gods judgments intoqueſtion, |. 
how it could ſtand with his Juſtice, that 
wicked men ſhould ſo abound in wealth, 
that rebelliouſly tranſgreſs. This proveda 
ſore temptation unto Vaviazinſomuch that 
his ſteps had well nigh ſlipt. And the ſame 
thing perplexed the Prophet Jermiab, that 
he was bold even to reaſon the caſe withGod 

A'3 lay 3 


\ 


5 5h DEN and wWhycare"t! Yy In 
7 wealth that rebelliouſly tran cart Many 
of Gods ſervants are not a little affeted 
= herein, not underſtanding the reaſon, How 
= the Lord will not ſuffer his children in this 
® life to go unchaſtiſed for their ſins, but 
* thereby brings them toa greater meaſureof 
= humiliation. As for the wicked, the Pro- 
het aſſigneth a reaſon of their proſperity, 
namely this, that thou waiſt pull them out 
# like beaſts for the ſlaughter, and prepare 
= them for the day of deſtruCtion. This truth 
: b- 5.moſt clearly fet down in the 37 Pſalm: a 
LyPortion whereof,l have handled in the Ser- 
” mon following- My delire herein, is to 
#- comfortGods people,that notwithſtanding 
# their preſent condition may ſeem to be mi- 
ſerable, yet the Lord doth ever uphold his 
intime of greateſt danger,and of this they 
may be ſare, that their latter end ſhall be 
peace. - I wiſh thee comfort by it, and by 
all other holy: helps. And fo I remain 


Thine in every Chriſtian Office 


Sam. Smith. 


| A Table of the Principal| 
Dodarines, &c. 
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to do good. 
Do&. 2. A godly man perſorits godly duties chr ful, 
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A Prayer for the Morning, 
A Prayer for the Evening. 
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A ſhort View and Method of the firl 
Pſalm, followed 1n this Expolition. 


1. Negative, T1. He doth not walk in.” 
E ” By pov ar: 3; He doth not ſtand in « * 
their {| three. 3. He doth not fit in,&G 1 
vertues I 
which < 2. Affirma-('t. He Meditates much, 
are of | tive, which 2. The 0bjet of his 
[ 1.Godly 2 (orts. | are thr ditation,the Law of 
ly, verſe likewiſe. 2. The rime, Day | 
1,2, de- G Night. ; 
ſcribed 
. two | ſ 1, By the nature of If 
© t. A de. | Ways. | 2. By| 1. By a «-\ It i5 a Tree Flantean 
Sdſcripti- the re- | militude,ot Z2. Property, It brang f 
©lon of all com- & a Tree, de- forth Fruat, &c. 
Elan. pence | ſcribed. 3. Contrary Pray ' ervyyp 
=#(king. | oftheir | Her Leaves do n o; fade? 
&\ divided | verrues | 2. By the proſperous __ + hall 
Shotoemn (_ {.cels of all he doth, . proſper. 
Go . 
al ner, t, By their@ftate T1. GeneralV , ix is notfo 
gre : > Wick- | in this lierwo 2 with th 1? 
= 4 5, ' | ed, who Ways. 2, Parti , jaxly,But asthe: 
*\ bob | arelike- . chalf oc. | 
E | wife de- j 2. By their eſtate Ct. "Tie , q21 not Randin 
ſcribed | and condition JW. 1gment. 
2 ways in the Life t0'Y2. N 4her be affociates 
come two ways * with the juſt. 
2. The chief cauſe of the p41, For the Gor 11,, The x ord knoweth 
happineſs of the one, the way of the Righteous, 
. and the miſery of the, For the * xe (et © The way of 
other two ways. dowa by an indet- 


the wicked 
ate f erence, ſhall periſh 
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A Plain and familiar Expo- < 
| ſition upon the firſt Pſalm, 
| firſt Preached , and now 
| publiſhed for the benefic of” * 
! God's Church. & I 


Me. 


you 44 


| THE FIRST PSALM. 


| Verſe t. Bleſſed 5s the man that doth not walk 
in the counſel of the wicked, nor ſtand in the 
way - of ſinners, nor ſitteth in the ſeat of the 


ſeornful, 


Oncerning the Book of the Pſalms, it is 
an Epitomy of the whole Bible, teach- 
ing us What we are to believe and do , 
| both to God and man: in which we 
- | BS may, a$irra Glaſs, moſt: clearly behold 

| the Nature of AlmighryGod, his Wiſiom, -Goodnefs , 

Ay roward his Church and Children 3 as alſo 

h moſt notable ;ſpeacles of his fearful wrath'and yers 
- geancemagainſt the wicked and ungodly. | - 

If men would learn to pray unto God, and crave *} 
for ay mercy and bleflings ar his hands z Lo here be | 
excelleht\t-Plat-forms of true , hearty, and' earneſt 
prayers ;\ If men would give thanks for bleſlings re- | 


CCl 


x * Davids Bleſſed Man. Verſe » 
ceived, or for judgments eſcaped, or for deliverance 
from wicked and ungodly men, here be moſt worthy . ' 
examples and dire&tions. Again, if men would find 
'comfort in temptation, trouble , and afflition , and 
learn with patience to bear them, there is no parr of | 
, the Bible more (weet and comfortable, than this Book 
” ofthe Pſalms. And therefore it ſhould be our -detighr | 
and ſtudy, and we ought to ſpend the more time in 
the reading, and in the meditating of ſo excellentand | 
worthy a Book. 

This Pſalm is ſet down before the reſt, as a Pretace 
toſtir up every faithful Chriſtian, ro the diligent and 
careful ſtudy of rhe Holy Scriptures, and the blefſed 
book of God as our Saviour faith ; Search the Scyip- 

- ures, ec. Becauſe that will bring a man to true hap- 
ineſs in the end ; namely, ro know God to be his 

d;z tro know JESUS CHREST, to know 

* himſelf, and to dire& him in the narrow way which 

leadeth unto life erernal. | 

This firſt Pſalm 1s ſer down without any Inſcription, 
and therefore ic is uncertain by whom. it was penned; 
whether by. David, as moſt like it was, or by Efdras, 
who-1s rather thought ta have gathered rhem toge- 
ther, -and joyned them thus in one Volumn or Boo C 
as now we have them. 

This Palm doth teach us theſe two 

The ſum of worthy points ; namely, how the God- 

. the Palm. | Iy man lives and walks in this world, | 

what manner of life he leadson Earth, 

and alſo what happines; and bleſſedneſs js reſerved 

for him in the life to come in Heaven, verſe +, 2, 3, 

The ſecond part ſhews the contrary [life of rhe wicked 

and 3 4 alſo what fearful vengeance and: cter- 
na) judgments are prepared for them; ver. 4, $5! 

'And the pares of this: Pſalm are-rwo 7 Ipahe for 
mer part 15 a deſcription of rhe contrary eſtate of 'the 
Godly mari and the wicked man : namely, thar the 
Godly man is certainly bleſſed, and the wicked man 
curſed; in the five firft verſes. The other parc _ 

e 
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& "Verſe 1. "Davids Bleſſed Man. 
the chief caufe of th pinelF of the.one, |\and the 
miſery of the other, the fixth + Becauſe GOD 
þnowtth ; that is, hikes, loves, and allows ; yea, doth, 
bleG and proſper the way of the one, but he hates, 
abhors, and diſlikes the way of the ocher : and God 
doth curſe t, and make it moſt unhappy and miſera- 
ble unto them : So that we ſee the Sum of this Pſalm 
1s this, that rhoſe are Bleſſed, whoſe way, that 15, 
whoſe life and converſation the LOR D loves, likes, 
| and allows of, ſo as he doth dire& and bleſs it ; Bur the 


| and godly man, there'ore the godly man is bleſſed. , 
| Now ſeeing this is the main Propoſition of this 
< Pſalm, to prove, thar the Godly are bleſſed': Theres 
- fore the Prophet doth firft ſhew who be truly Godly, 
5 as Verſe 1. 2. And then wherein their bleſfedneſs dorh 
N conſiſt, verſe 3. p 
h The godly man is deſcribed two ways : Firſt, Ne- 
garively, ſhewing what he doth carefully ſhun and 
n, | avoid. ver. 1. Secondly, Afﬀirmarively, ſhewing what 
}; | he dothcarefully embrace and follow, verſe 2. 
13, Concerning the things which the godly man doth 
- | ever carcfully ſhun and avoid, they are here laid down 
” to be three in number, 'by a moſt - excellent 'kind of 
* | ſpeech, laid down by the way of gra: 
WO uation, wherein the Prophet ſhews Three forts 
od- | how men proceed by degrees to be of wicked 
rid, | wicked, for there is an increaſe and men, 


ch, | proceeding in fin, as we may ſee in | 
ved || every ſtep of this graduation 3 firſt, in the perſons, 
[, 3s Ronny in the manner, and thirdly, in the fruit it 
cked k 

er- | _ And indeed there is a variety and multiplicity of 
p fins,. and as they are divers, and of divers kinds, ſo 
+ fors || "he variety of number cauſeth a diverfiry of names 3 
- che | The —_— the wicked, thi way of Sinners, The ſeat 
© the cornful ; For as one fayeth well ; there isa 


; the | 
jt crop of fin , and there 1s none of the Sons of 
Adam, 'bur may fay with Marefſes in his prayer, I 
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Lord allows and rakes care of the way of the righteous | 


Tax, 


+ Davids Bleſſed Man. Verſe 1,” ©. 
have "ſinned above the wimbrr Wf the ſands of the Sex; © 
: wn ( He doth nt walb tid ms of «0 wicked) 
where we ſce the perſons are ſaid to be wicked ; the 
." original word fignifieth a man that 1s never quiet, 
bur ever thinking or doing ſomething that is evil, 
like the raging Sea, whoſe mind is ever troubled 
and rempred with evil delights and perturbations. By 
Connſel, he underſtandeth here the crafts and ſubrilties 
of the wicked, by which they puſh themſelves for- 
ward, and labour to draw others tov the like, accor- 
ding to that of Solomon : (Prov. 40. 14.) (Prov. 1. 
IO.) My Son if Sinners entice thee, conſent thou not 3 
#.thiy ſay, com let us Jay wait for bload, &c. So that 
the Prophet meaneth here, that he 1s bleſſed that 
joyneth not himſelf ro commit fin with the ungodly, 
nor by himfelf doth commit the ſame, as: ſinners do. 

The ſecond ſort of evil men, whole company he 
* doth avoid, are called ſixes 3, the word ſignifies ſuch 
as not only are naughty of- heart, and being ſeduced 
by bad Counſel, live jn (in ; bur ſuch asdelightin fin, 
and have in them a conſtant and fetled purpole to live 
in fin. 

The third ſort of evil men, whole company he doth 
avoid, are called Scorners. - And they are ſuch kind of 
wicked men, as being hardned jn hearr, do ſtil] con- 
firm themfelves in their wicked life, -and- ger tuch a 
habit and cuſtom in ſin, that they ſhame nor tro make 
a mock of God and all-godlineſs, and even to blear 
\out the tongue art Religion, and Chriſtian piety 3 fo 
that as they are wicked-in heart, and lewd in hfe, fo } 
be they alſo hardned and confirmed jn both of them : 
For by Seat he noteth fellowſhip and ſociety with the 

ungodly, - | 
\ © Secondly, Concerning the: Aion, the- firſt-:is, to 
walk in the Counſel of the wiched : ( Pſaim by 4-).:To 

walk,- is to live and frame. his life, to | 
Their Ations affe&t and approve of the waysand | 
deſcribed. counſels of wicked men, neither will F g 
he once liſten, - or lend-þis car tothe. | 
per- 
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verſe and naughty.counſel. of 
| Tefs wi opus ont] life after their 
wicked wayes. "IS 
The ſecond Aion or proceeding of a finner 1s 
Banding 3 as the former is in heart to like,” love, and 
approve of the wayes of the wicked, this is to obey 
1 them, and follow them into the ſame excels of riot ; 
So that the meaning of the Prophet 1s, that a Godly 
man doth not like, love, nor follow that kind of life, 
or Converſation, which wicked men do uſe, and ſuch 
as be given to fin, according to that of the Apoſile, 
Rom. 24 12.) Faſhion not your ſeives like unto the world, 
ut doth by all means poſlibly ſhun and avoid it. 
The third evil which the Godly - Man doth moſt 


R Z - | 


- men, much 


carefully avoid, is in theſe words, and bath not Jate . -Þ 


in the Aſſembly of the ſcorers : That is, will note 
familiar, and have acquaintance with. ſuch as be mocks 
ers of God, and all good duties ; he will not be 


their companion, nor. keep them company, who do 
1 only profeſs' impiety,” who (make a ſcoft at all Reli- 
; gion, ſcorn the word of God, - and -contemn rhe ſer- 


c vants of God : Theſe bc the three evils which the 
godly man doth moſt carefully ſhun and avoid. 

In the whole we may obſerve the wonderful growth 
that fin hath in the heart- of a ſinner 3 'it ſtands nor 
at a ſtay, but is ever growing, and never ſuffers any 

a | Winter-tide of blaſting, bur ever- proſpers : Ir firſt 
ke degngeth in the heart of a ſinner, -with a double 
at } walking, wandring as it were up and down, as be- 
{o | ing uncertain what to do : The next ſtep that it ma- 


keth, is from Walking to Standiag, which fignifies a 
determination - afrer the former uncertainty , and 
the } where fin is not ſtayed, neither in the conception, 
nor jin the birth, (Fam. 1. 14.) When it is finiſhed it 

to | brings forth death. ever ending in' hardneſs of hearr, 
To } obſtinacy of mind, and obduracy of both. Oh ! 
, to || that all wicked and ungodly men would lay this to 

& |} heart, that making once Shipwrack of Faith, and a 
good Conſcience, and wounding theit ſouls by i, 
this 


oY 


\the work of Grace is dimi 


David: TY S 


this Spiritual Diſeaſe of fin 
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more the Spirit of God 1s quenched in a man, and 
nithed. It behoves us all 
therefore to keep a diligent watch over all our own 


"wayes, to cut off the occafions of fin, and-to ſlay 


the beginnings of iniquity ; for a fire new kindled 
may eafily be quenched 5; when the Ship begins to 
leak, tt may cafily be ſtopped 3 and ar the firſt fin, 
and Satan may eafily be refifted ; and we wy with 
the lefs difficulry withſtand the force of it 3 whereas 
the more. it is praiſed, the more-the heart is hard- 


ned, and fin grows ftrohger, and the finner himſelf 
- Keaker, according to that of the Prophet : Jer. 11. 
Lt Can the Black- moor change bis shin, or the Leopard 


bis ſpots, then may ye alſb do good, which are accuſtom- 
ad to do evil. And therefore to this end the Lord 
laboured with Caiz, to ſtop his ſn in the concepti- 
on, or at lcaft in che birth : When that he faw 

his countenance was caſt down, and that he had 
conceived ſome evil againſt his Brother , the Lord 
tells Cain, if thou doeft well, |balt thos not be reward- 
ed ? if thou doeft evil, fin lyeth at the door : \ Soy 
Cain, Cain, be warned berimes ere it be too late, 
there is a reward that will follow thy righteous deal- 
ing; but if thou goon to kill thy righteous brother, 
thou ſhalt find rhat thy condition will be far worſe 
than now it is. This is the woful and miſerable con- 
dition of thoſe that run from evil ro worſe, as it 
were adding drunkenneſs to thirſt, and ſhould be a 


warning unto us, to take heed, - leſt at any time we | 


give any entertainment to fin 3 And ſo our laſt wnd be 
worſe than the firſt. Mat. 8. 


The Godly Mans In the ſecond verſe, the Prophet 


deſcription , af- deſcribes a Godly man affirmarivel 


prmatively. ſhewing what he doth moſt careful- | 
ly embrace and follow : And as if he | 

ſhould ſay : He is a bleſſed man that abſtains woos | 

evi 
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— a. i. * 


[orileat ws 
| willing we were 

” to the will , and ——_— all "his RT, 

words and deeds to the will of God 

Now the good things which. he muſt do, are con-- 
tained in wo words ; firſt, His delight muft be in the” 
Law of the LO R D: Secondly, be muſt meditate there- 
in day and night. 

But his delight ] that is, the Godly and Upright 
man, who 1s truly happy and blefled indeed , doth 
wonderfully love the Law of the LORD, that is the 
word of God, and that Heavenly Do&rine, wherein 
1s revealed the will of God, whereunto all 2 
Thoughts, Words and Works muſt be con ; 
and which maketh known unto us the way 20 my” : 
nal Life and Salvation. 

Secondly, In this Law be meditates day and 
That is, the Godly man doth peſt Fra 

upon the Word and Do&rine of God, fo as he doth 
thiok often, and much muſe upon it 3 it is his ly - 

meditation, ſo as he ſers ſome rime apart every | 
b to ſtudy ir 3. both to learn out of it how God 
; be purely worſhipped, his own life ordered; as alſo 
, |} to learn thereby howto maintain and keep faith and 

a good Conſcience before God and man. And rhus 
the Godly man is deſcribed by both parts of his life , 
0 his eſchewing of evil, and his careful and religious 
« 1 performing of good duties. 

r Secondly, As we have ſcen a Godly man deſcribed, 
a | fo _ followeth wherein the happineſs of this man 
e KF conbRs. 
" This happy man is deſcribed two wayes, 

Firſt. by a Similitude. 

F Secondly, by the proſperous and good ſucceſs of all 
X e doth. 
| The happineſs of the- Godly man is deſcribed by a 
l | ſimilitude, whereby a godly man 1s compared to a 
$ Tree, which Tree 1s deſcribed : 

Firſt, by the place, namely, that it is a Tree 
il | plant- 


not of its own growl 
even by the freſh and (p 
reſemblance of our ingrafting into Jeſus Chriſt by 
faith, and the Spirit of God ; fo as we receive and 
draw juice and nouriſhment from him conrinually. 
* Secondly, it is deſcribed by an effe& ; namely, 
That it brings forth fruit in due ſtaſon: And this 1s a 
reſemblance of our regeneration, or of our obedience 
becauſe the godly man, being ingrafred into _ 
Chriſt; doth by vertue of his ReſurreRion bring forth 
the fruit of faith and obedience; both to God and 
man 3 1n due ſeaſon, that is, in' time convenient, (P/. 
62. 12+. Mat. 9.) when it may beſt ſeem for thEglory 
of. God, and the good of our Neighbour. 
-. Thirdly, By a contrary property , that her /eaves 
do pot fall: that 1s, in time of Winter and ſtorms, 
her leaves fall not ; And this is a ſign of our perſc- 
yerance, that the Godly 'man is not offended, nor 
'daunted with croſſes, perſecutions, or afflitions , or 
any other calamity whatſoever, but doth by patience- 
, pofleſs his Soul, and: by fairh wades as it were through- 
Out all theſe dangers, 


Secondly, The happineſt of a Godly man, is de- 
ſcribed by that blefled ſucceſs that God gives to all 
his affairs he takes in hand, It ſhak proſper, becauſe 
he takes them in hand according to God's Command- 
ment, and in his fear, with Prayer and calling upon 
the Name of the LORD; (Foſbua 1.8.) to the glory of 
God, and the good of his Ne1ghbour. 

In the ſecond part of the Pſalm ; 

The wicked the Prophet deſcribeth rhe moſt mi- 
deſcribed. ſerable and curſed eſtate of the wick- 

| ed and ungodly, verſe 4, 5+ Thar it 
is clean contrary 3 that as their wayes and lives be 
contrary, ſo their reward is contrary. 


The Prophet deſcribing the curſed and miſerable 


, eſtate of the wicked, ſaith firſt, jt is not ſo with _ 
| that 
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Rivers; which is a 


ungodly-mey/are in-a far 
on 3 tney Cannotan any 


. caſebe hats a Tree thar is planted by the 


Rivers of waters, that brings forth her- fruit in dus  - 
ſeaſon, and whoſe leaf ſhall not fall, neicher do they © * 
proſper in their a&ions, neither doth God give ſuc- 
ceſs unto them. 

bur he ſetrerhout the curſed and wretched eſtate of 

all wicked and ungodly men, by a contrary fimilitude, 
comparing them to chaff which the wind drives away : 
That is, even as Chaff hath no root in the earth, and 
wanting all juice and nouriſhment , muſt needs be - 
fruitleſs and dry, ſo as the wind-doth moſt cafily (cats 
ter it away : Even ſo the wicked are not rooted nor 
rounded in Chriſt, whereby ir comes to paſs, they 
ing utterly void of all grace of God's ſpirit, that 
they can bring forth no fruit of good works, neither. 
can they perſevere in time of temptation, whereb 
again ir comes to paſs, that they be carried away with | 
every blaſt of vain Doarine, and with the leaſt ſtorm 
of rempration, and blaſt of adverſity, they are rofſed 
ro and fro : And when the wind of God's judgments 
ſhall blow upon them, they are clean ſcattered away. 
This is their eſtate and condition here in this life. 

And\for their eſtate and condirion in that to come, 
the Prophet layerh ir down likewiſe, verſe 5. In theſe 
words: They ſhall not be able to fland in judgmint : 
(Rev. 6.13.) That is, they ſhall not be able to ſtand 
with comfort before the face of the Judge, but ſhall 
tremble and quake, as not being able ro endure'the 
angry countenance of the God of Heaven. 

Neither 1s this all, but they ſhall likewiſe be ſeve- 
ed and excluded from the bleſſed company of the 
podly : That as here in this life they could not abide 
: godly man, but did hate him, perſecute him, and 

un his company 3 So at the aſt day (fo juſt ſhall 

err reward be) they ſhall be ſeparated from them z 
ind as Goats caſt on the left hand, there to remain 

or eyermore 1n torments, which are caſecleſs and re- 
medileſs ; 


oo 
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remedileſs : Neither the the company of the 


that is, inthe company o 
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Hitherto we have opened the firſt part of the 
Pſalm, containing the eftate and condition 
of a godly and a wicked man bere in this 
life, and the life to come. 


 ,®A TOW followeth the ſecond part of the Pſalm , in 


the laſt verſe, containing the confirmation of 
fiat Dodrine : And that our Prophet doth by ſhew- 
ing the efficient cauſe both of the happineſs of the 
one, and the miſery and wretchedneſs of the other. 
The firſt efficient cauſe, of the happineſs of the 


. godly man jn theſe words : Becauſe the Lord knows the 
” way of the Righteous : That is, he likes, loves , and 


approves of it, fo as he doth dire& and bleſs it: 
And therefore it ſhall proſper. 

And the cauſe why the eſtate of the wicked 1s un- 
happy, and their way ſhall perih, is, becauſe the Lord 
dorh not know their way : that is, he takerh no de- 
light in che way, or in the life of a wicked man; he 
loves it nor ſo as he ſhould dice& and proſper ic; and 
therefore it (hall periſh. 

And thus much tor the meaning of the words: now 
let us come unto the Dogrines. 


. %pÞe; 
feconciled to God in Jeſus Chriſt, which ſhall then 
Inherit the Kingdom prepared for them. 


- 


Rey A 
VERSE I. 
Bleſſed « the man that hath not, &c. 


Leſſed is the man, or Oh the bleſſedneſs of that man; 
or, as it is inthe Original : 0b the bleſſedneſſes of 
that man | They ſeem to be the wordsof a man mufing 
and meditating with himſelf, wherein mans blefſed- 
neſs ſhould conſiſt. As if he ſhould ſay, ſome pro- 
nounce him blefſed, that is, in honour : ſome count” 
| them bleſſed that have abundance of riches : ſome 
f | that live in pleaſure : ſome place it in one thing, 
, ſome in another. But ob the bleſſeaneſs of that man”, 
e | that fears the Lord, that is truly Religious. Of the 
Godly and Righteous man. 
e DoF. 1. Hence we learn this DoArine; That of 
be F all men under Heaven, The Godly man 
d } alone 1s blefſed, and the ungodly and The Godly 
t: | wicked man is curſed ; The Righteous man alone is 
man 15 a happy man in the fight of bleſſed, 
n- | God, when the wicked 1s wretched 
rd } and miſerable. This Dodrine is very apparent in 
le- Y the Word of God : it is the ſcope and drift of the 
he } whole Scriptures ro prove this one point, That the 
nd | Godly man 1s bleſied, and the wicked' man'is curſed. 
(Pſ. 112. 1.) Bleſſed is the mas that feareth the Lard', 
ow | and delighteth in his Commandments. ('P). 419. 2.) Bleſſed 
are they that beep bis Teflimonies , and” ſub bim with 
thiir whole beart. Again . (Pf. 32. -1,- 2+) Bleſſtd' i 
the man whoſe iniquity is forgiven, and whoſt* ſin is toue- 
rid. -Bleſſed is he to who the Lord i mputeth” wo |; axe 
in whoſe ſpirit there is no guile. Read the ſevert! atid 
thirtieth Pſalm, which ſeemerh to be penned on 
poſe, to confirm the everlaſting truth of this Dodrine, 
S Ef Thar the Godly are blefled, and the wicked are cur- 
ſed: and this ble{{edne(s of rheirs doth nor reach on- 
lytro this life, but alfo to the life ro come, according 
ro 
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+ "God taketh in the courſe of the whole Scriprure , ir 
z * thall make this Dofrine ſo much the more+ apparent 
unto us ; that is, that whereſoever there is a comfort 


ſtrained ro the Godly : As that of the Holy Apoſtle 
Saint Paul, in the cight Chapter and firſt Verſe of. his 
Epiſtle ro the Romans : There is no Condemnation ;' A 
= marvellous comfort ro hear that we are freed from 
” * that heavy and grievous curſe which we had incurred 
4 by reaſon of firi : yer, leſt the wicked ſhould preſume 
- _ hereby, and take 1t unto themſelves, unto whom in no 
> - wile it doth belong: The Apoſtle reſtraineth the 
Comfort in the ſame Verſe , to them that are in Chriſt 
& | Jeſus: And leſt men ſhould deceive themſelves, to 

” take this comfort to themſelves, unto whom ir doth 
not belong, he- marketh chem out, as it were in their 
foreheads, ſaying; They are ſuch as walk not after 
-J the Fleſh, but after the Spirit. The like of David, 
" (Pſal. 15) LORD, who (hall enter into thy boly Tabey- 
nacle ? &&c. He that hatb clean bands and a pure 
btart, &c. 


© Beſides none are blefied but ſuch as 'be in the fa- 
your of G 0 D, as the Prophet DAVTD faith, is 
thy favour is Liſe , ſuch as be reconciled to Sod, in 
ESUS CHRIST. As for ſuch as be out of his 
your, they be curſed and miſerable, be they what 
they. will be ; Now only the godly man that 1s Hum- 
bled, that. is SanRtified, that 1s Born anew, is he 
alone that. is in. the favour of God; therefore only 
the godly man 1s bleſſed, 


 0hj. Wherein 
dren, or a godly and aTighteous man*? 


Anſw, 1 anſwer in this, that a godly man chas is 
| um- 


« BLllsF W 
CPR REL: wm 
- to thatof the Apoſile 3 (1 Tim. 4-8.) Gidlinſe bath” 1 
not only the promije of this {life ,""Outalſo the (if ro come. 
Yea, if we obſerve the method which the Spirit of 


laid down in the Word, the ſame comfort 1s ſtill re- +» 


the bleſſedneſs of God's Chil- | 
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mbled-for his fins,” is now. reconciled 
to GOD, foas GOD the Father be- 
comes his Father, adopts him to be his %, 
Child, loves him, and delights in him as man is blet-. | 
his Child 3 Bebold what love bath the Fa- (cd. , 
they given is 3 that we ſhould be called the | | 
Sons of GOD : And hereupon comes the amiable and \ 
Love-ticles that Chriſt giverh unto his Church 3 
Open unto mt, my Siſter, my Love, my Dove, my Undefiled. 
(Cant. 5. 2+\ Pſal. 105, 12, 13. Dent. 7. 6. Pſal: 91. 1, 
2..3.) Great are the afteRions of fervent love that 
Parents bear towards their Children, which none can © © 
expreſs but they that feel ; and yer all their love is? 
nothing in compariſon of the love of G O D towards  * 
his Children ; this che Prophet teacherh, (Eſ. 49. 15) 
Can a Woman forget ber Child, and not bave compaſſion os 
the Son of ber Womb ? Tit will I not forget thee. | 

Another part of the happineſs of a Godly man doth 
conſiſt in this, that - he hath aſſurance of the pardon 
of his ſins, and that they are all done away, and ſhall 
never be laid to his charge, but are wafhcd away in the 
Blood of FESUS CHRIST, according to thar of 
the Prophet D AV TD, Bleſſed i be whoſt wickedneſs 3s 
forgiven. (Pal. 32. 1, 4. 1. 26. 

He hath.all his ſins done away, Original and ARual, 
(Ro.8.1. 1P#t.2.24.) with the guilrand puniſhment be- 
longing unto them : (Rom, 4.5. 2 Cor. 1.0.) And all 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt freely and tully impured 
unto him, and fo God 1s reconciled unto him, and 
approveth him as righreoys in his fight : And thus 
the Apoſtle \reaſonerh : ( Herein was the love of Gad 
made manifeft among(t us, becauſe God ſtnt bis only begotten 
Son into the warld,: that wt might live through bim : MWariin 
x love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and ſent 
bus Son tobe ariconciliation for our fins. (Rom. 8. 33.) 

Another part of the happineſs of a godly man 
doth conſiſt in this, that he hath peace of Conſci- 
ence, whereas the wicked and ungodly man hath a 
dead and ſleepy Conſcience, or elſe an accuſing Con- 
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my God : Bur the Godly man that is reconciled ro God 
in FESUS CHRIST, hath the 

Pax eft he- free pardon of all his fins, he hath 
yiditas Cnri-  {weet peace of Conſcience , which 


flianorum Aug, dorh not accuſe, bur excuſe him to - 
'Ser. de temp. God 1; yea, he hath exceeding grear 


Perfifia & joy irrthe Holy Ghoſt, that he know- 
abſoluta eu- eth his ſins are pardoned, according 
14/4; excuſatio to that of the Apoſtle, The Kingdom 
teſtimonium of God ftandeth not in meat- and drinb, 
eonſcientis ſus but in 1ighteouſneſs, peace, and joy in 
Ber. thh HOLT GHOST. Andindeed 

whom ſhould he fear, or whereof 


Fhould he be afraid ? Sod is become his Father, the 
*Angels are become his attendants, they pitch their 


Tents round about them, and have a charge of rhem : 
the Saints of Heaven and Earth are fellow brethren, 
the Creatures of Almighty GOD are their Friends, 
yea, their Servants, to do them good all their days. 
The Devil, nor all the power of darkneſs ſhall nor 
hurt them : For Cbri7 hath poyled Principdlities and 


Powtrs, 4:1 bath mad:"ſhrw of then openly, and bath , 


triumphed over them upon the Cyoſs : '( Pſal. 37. 25+ Pſal. 
24. 7. Pſal. 91. 11. Hoſ. 2. 18 Col. 2. 15.) yea, that 
which is more, the LORD Jeſus Chriſt, (ro whom all 
judgment is committed) is become their Lord and 
Saviour. ( Job. 5. 24.) That they ſhall never come into 
Condemnation, but ſhall paſs from Death unto Life. 

Laſtly, The Godly man 1s affured that the Kingdom 
of HEAVEN, and Erernal Life belong unto .him, 
and thar he ſhould. be aker of Eternal Glory, 
Life, and Salvation, and ſhall live in the preſence of 

God, the Father, the Son, and the 

Non arrogan- HOLY GHOST for evermore : 
tia eft, ſed fi- and this aſſurance in the godly, is no 
des, &c. Aug, preſumption, but faith ; but every 
Ser.-8. godly man hath in him che Spe of 
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'* Grace and adoption ;, and he that hath the Spirit of 
adoprion, knows that he hath it, and 15 able t rough "=? 
the ſame Spirit tro ſay : (Gal. 2. 20:) TI live, and » 
Chriſt livith in me . This was in Job when he aid, 
Rom. 8. I bnow that my Redeemer liveth, &c. This was 
in St. Paul, I an perſwaded that neither height nor depth, 
&c, In theſe and the like Priviledges ſtands the happy 
and bleſſed eſtate of Gods Children. | 
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Uſe x. The Uſe of this Dofrine is moſt excellent, 
for ſeeing the Priviledges of Gods Children are fo 
great and ſo excellent 3 that therefore they muſt 
needs be moſt happy and blefſed : For -howſoever 
the World accounts them miſerable, 1 Pet. 1. 10. 
grinning at them with their reeth, nodding at them 
with their heads,- hiſſing at rhem. with their rongues, 
and every way moſt contumehliouſly reproaching them 
with -their words 3 yet we hear how dear and preci- 
ous they are with God, and in the repuration of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, who boughr them art a price, and Re- 
deemed them even with his own blood. - 1 Cor. -4."2, 

Behold what love the Father bath -groen »s , that toe 
£ (boald be called the Sons of God, And fir this" cak(e 
the World knowtth you not, becauſe it bnowtth not him. 


IC God is become their Father, the Son their Redeem- 
Il er, and the Holy Ghoft their SanQifier, rhe Angels 
d their Attendants, the Scriptures their Evidences, arid 
to the Sacraments, Seals unto the ſame : This the Apoſtle 


reachech, whe he faith, 4! things are yours, and ye 
"Mm Chviſls, and Chriſls GODS : They are bleſſed then thar 
Mm, | are thus reconciled to God 1n Jeſus Chriſt ; they are 
bleſſed that have their fins pardoned, and not imputed 
edt} untothems they are Bleſſed rhat enjoy this ſweer peace 
the} - of Conſcience, and Joy in the Holy Ghoft ; they are 
Bleſſed thar have attained to this alurance, thay the 
Kingdom of Heaven, Ercrnal Life and Salvation ſhall 
be their reward : Bur the Godly man is parraker of 
all theſe ; Whar then ſhall hinder his happineſs? 
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This ſerveth then to confute three 

Three ſorts ſorts of men : Firſt, rhe volupruous 
of men con- 'man , Who placeth his felicity and 
fured. 1. Vo- happineſs in delights, pleaſures, ſports, 
luptuous. and paſtimes 3 he loves, and hikes 
them above all other things, and moſt 

eagerly doth hunt afrer them ; This 1s apparent in 
thar Rich man in the Goſpel, (Lube 12.) who bad 
his Soul, ear, drink, and be merry, as if there was 
nothing clſe to be looked afrer, or as if mans chief 
felicity did conſiſt in theſe things. (Rom. 4. 15.) 
And this was the caſe of Solomon in the dayes of his 
vaniry,.until he ſaw thar all was but in vain. (Eccl. 1, 
Ler us then be careful we be nor deceived with theſe 
finful pleaſures of this life, as to think therein we 
are happy : bur let us take heed unto this hook of 
Satan, leaſt we be raken within his ſnare. Ir is writ- 


ten ro the everlaſting commendanon of Moſes ; (Heb. 


I1. 24+) that he refuſed to he called the Son of Yha- 
raohs Daughter, and choſe rather to ſuffer adverſic 
with the people of God, rhan to enjoy the pleaſures 
of ſin for a (caſon, eſtceming the rebuke of Chriſt, 
ener riches, than the treaſures of #p;pt : for he 
d reſpe& unto the recompence of reward. 
The ſecond fort of men here repro- 
2. Ambiti- ved, are the Ambitious, that make ho- 
ous. nour and preferment their God, as if 
mans chief tclicity did conſiſt in that ; 
this is their care and ſtudy, how to cimb up to pre- 
ferment like 4bſolom, rhat ſought ro ſteal the hearts 
of his Farhers Subjets. And Achitopel that was fo 
proud, that he could notendure a man in favour bur 
himſelf; and rherefore when he ſaw Hubai's coun- 
ſel reccived, and his rejeted, went and hanged him- 
ſelf. (ſt. 4. 3-) So, proud Haman was ſo vexed 
with Mordecai, that he could not be quiet till he had 
wrought his own deſtrution : and the reaſon of all, 
i this, pericy puffeth up, and ſtealeth away the 
\ heart of man, (1 Tin. 6. 9.) making a man both 
{ 


to forget God and himſelf ; and therefore proſpefiry * 
1s a very dangerous and li eſtare, and howſoe- 


ver it be much defired and admired, yer iris full of 
dangers, and hedged in with many perils : and how- 
ſoever many are drawn away from God through perſe- 
cution and affliction, yer proſperity i#more dangerous, 
for by ir many more are drowned in ſenſualiry, #hd 
even lulled ; in carnal ſecurity. 

The third fart of men here reproved, are the co- 
verous Cormorants of the World, ſuch as make Gold 
their God, love it . and defight in it more than God, 
as if their chiefeſt happineſs did conſiſt in the multi- 
tude of their riches 3 (Colof. 3.) whereas indeed god- 
lineſs alone hath rhe promiſe of this life , and har 
which is ro come. And of all other fins our Saviour 
gives this caveat againſt this ſin, ſaying ; Tabe heed aud 
bewaye of Covuttouſneſs : (Luk. 12. 15.) and this is that 
which the Prophet David dorh pray againſt, when hc 
faith; Incline my heart anto thy teſtimonies, and not unto 
covetouſneſs. ( Pſ. 119. 36.) Hereunto agreeth thatexam- 
ple of the Apoſtle, j any man love the world, the love 
of the Father us not in bim. (1's. 2. 5- Mat. 14.) Sothen, 
whether we conſider that covetouſneſs is the root of 
all evil, or thar there is a flat oppoſition berween God 
and the World, we muſt hold this as an evident truth, 
that there is no blefledneſs to be found in them. 


Uſe 2. This may ſerve to reprove that curſed, yet 
common opinion of the World ; namely, thar of all 
men the godly man 15 moſt miſerable. We fee here, 
that the Lord himſelf dothy proclaim from Heaven, 
that he accounteth the godly man a blefſed and happy 
man ; but yer the world, that is, wicked men-m the 
world judge and deem the godly man wretched and 
miſerable. Such a man as truly feareth God, hares all' 
iniquity, diſliketh lewd company, makes conſcience 
of good duties, as to pray in his Family, to inſtru& 
Ins Servants, and Children, 1s diligent and careful ro 
frequent Sermons z this Man is an Owl amongſt Birds, 
B 3 whooted 
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of all men he is moſt contemned ; Bur as Pau! ſaith, 
thus it. muſt be, we are brought upon the Stage : we 
are made a gazing.ſtock ro wicked men, and accoun- 
red as dung for Chriſt's ſake. | 


uſe 3. This may ſerve to ftop their mouths, that 
fay, and think ir is in vain to ſerve the Lord, that ir 
3s loſt labour to be religious : that there is no good 
gvr by hearing of Sermons, and leading of a godly 
life; it is, and hachever been the curſed thought of 
mans heart, to think ſo, as in the time of the Pro- 
phet Malachi: (Mal. 3. 14+) It is loft labour to ſerve 
the Lord, and what good comes there, by ſerving of God ? 
$9 in theſe days it is clear men think it in vain to be 
Religious, to live godlily, and in all things to labour 
to keep faith and a good Conſcience before God and 
men; BEurit is manifeſt here, that it 1s nor 

Note; wn vainto ſerve God : nay, it is that alone 
that brings a man to happineſs and true com- 

fort here, and an erernal meaſure of glory tn the 
World to come : and withal, this may ſerve to-com- 
fort every-poor child of God, againſt all the diſcom- 
farts and diſcouragements of rhe world by Satan and 
his curſed inſtruments : namely. that howſoever thy 
(ſtate be never ſo poor in this World, and ſubjzece co 
never ſo many afflictions and troubles, ( Heb. 11. 171, 
12,13.) yet if thou be a godly man, certainly rhen 


thou arr blefſled, Thou that art in Gods favour, thou” 


that art reconciled to God in Jeſus Chriſt, and haſt 
thy fins and offences pardoned, eternal liſe belongs 
unto.thee 3; and therefore fear nor, be not any whit 
<{couraged, hold out unto the end ; certain it 1s rhou 
aft a bleſſed Man, and 1in-ſo doing thou ſhalt have a 
Croan of life; ; 

Uſe 4. Hence we learn, that as many as defire to 
be truly happy and blefied, may here behold the way 
to be happy and blefſed, Wouldit thou be truly 


happy 


En 


| whoored at, and pointed at, men reproach him, and | "= 


». 
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blefſed here in this life, and hereafter iv 
the life ro come ? wouldſt be afſured that thou art the 


child of God, in his favour, reconciled vnto - him in” © © 


Jeſus Chritt, woyldſt rhou be afſured of the falvation 
of thy Soul-?- Oh labour then ro become a godly and 
Religious man, repent of thy fins paſt, amend thy life, 
walk before God 1n- new obedience, labour to keep 
Faith and a good Conſcience, - hate every evil way, 
cleave unto the Lord, delight in his Word, let it be 
the joy of thine heart.; then certainly thou ſhalc be 
bleficd and happy for eYermdre. 


Uſe 5. To conclude, if rhe Godly man he bleſſed 
then the wicked man muſt of neceffiry be carſed : If 
the eſtate, of the righteous and religious mn be ſo . 
comfortable and blefſed, then rhe- eftate of the wicked 
and ungodly muſt needs be miſerable and curſed, ac 
cording to that of Moſts unto the Iſraelites, (Dent. 
28. 1.) if thou wilt not obty the woite of the Lo:d thy 
God (as obedicnce- 15 far from a wicked man, how(o> 
ever he may come with Says painted Sacrifice, ' what 
follows) thou ſhalt be curſed in body, and caſed in foul, 
&:. Again, (I/a. 11. "f Thou baſil dtfivayed the proud, 
and cr(ed are they that err from thy Commandements. And 
this miſery of a wicke 
things eſpecially, 

Firſt, That he can have no aſſurance 
that he is the child of God, that he is + Wherein 
reconciled ro God 1n Jeſus Chriſt, or the wicked 
in his favour ; nay, he may aſſure him- are curſed. 
ſelf, that he is out of his favour, and 
that God hates him as his enemy, and that he will ma- 
nifeſt his wrath and diſpleaſure upon him, © bv plagu- 
ing him here 1n this life, and by damning him for eyer, 
in the life rocome, 

Yea, the Lord begins that condemnatory ſentence 
in the heart of a wicked man in this life : For every 
fin which a wicked man doth commit, there ariſe 
many times within his Conſcience accufing thoughrs : 
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man doth confiſt in theſe 
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= Ain, there is a ſenrence within him gone out againſt 
2 him.:by chemſelves judgment js gone our againſt 
= chemlſelyes ; . which fentence, albeit the wicked 
and ungodly man doth nor mark, yer che voice of his 
own diſordered aftetions crying out ſoloud, that he 
cannot hear this voice of his own Conſcience accu- 
fling and condemning him : (yet many times in this 
life affe&tion 1s Tilent, (Dan. 5.) as to Balthazar and 
71das, (Mat. 27.) and then the conſcience doth, pro- 
nounce ſenrence againſt him with a ſhrill voice. If 
every wicked and ungodly man would judge himſelf 
by Gods Law, he ſhould eſcape the judgments of God 
hereafter z Jeremiah doth adviſe us to try our ſelves, 
-and ſcarch our own heart, and examine why the 
Plague, Famine, or the Sword is ſent amongſt us; for 
this we muſt: know, that every calamity is a puniſh- 
ment ſent from God for fin. New if a Mans Conſcience 
condemn him, Gad is greater than bis Conſcience, - and will 
mach more condemn him 5) but affuredly in the day of 
judgment ir will cry aloud in the ears of the Eord, 


this is not the leaſt miſery under which the wicked 
Man remains, being out of Chriſt. © 

Secondly, He can have no aſſurznce that his fins 
be pardoned, but rather may be afſured; rhat his fins 
ſtand up in account againſt him, and that he ſhall be 
condemned for them. For it is that» prerogative 
which belongs only to the godly man, (Pal: 32. 1, 2.) 
ro have his ſins covered. ' Even the bleſſed man : 
Burt as for rhe wicked -and ungodly, the LORD 1s far 
from juſtifying them 3 bur their ſins remain- yet in 


he laid to their charge, ( Rev. 20. 31,): when the Book 
ſhall be opened, and their horrible ſins made manifeſt 
ro the whole World, even to Men and Angels; even 
thoſe their moſt ſecrer ſins, which though chey have 
committed never (o cloſely in the dark, ſhall- chen 
come 


© "And. there is alſo a ſentence within him given” 
out againſt him -preſently afrer he had committed - 


againſt the ſinner for Judgment and Vengeance. And | 


Gods Book of Account, - and ſhall afſuredly one day - 
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"come to light 3 and they ſhall not have ſo m 
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Fig leaf to cover their nakednefſ, -or one Friend: to 
ſpeak ſo much as -one word to the Lord Chiet-Juſtice* 
of Heaven and Earth, bur their own Conſciences be- * 
ing as a thouſand witneſſes againſt them, they ſhall 
tnen be held even ſpeechleſs, arid the Lord will mani- 
feſt upon them the fiercene(s of his wrath in tharday. 

Thirdly, He tan have no peace of Conſcience, 
Eſai. $7. For there is ng peace to the wiched. But al- 
wayes carries about him gn evil Conſcience, that will 
never give him reft, bur 1s as the flaſhing of Hell-fire 
untohim z or elſe he hath in him a dead and ſleepy | 
Conſcience, ſeared as it were with an hot Iron, that | 
feels not rhe weight and burden of his fins; which 
judgment is no way inferiour tothe former ! Oh miſe- 
rable then is the ſtate and condition of the wicked, 
that have no true ce in life nor death, nor after 
death : (Mal. 3. Job. 5. Job« 24+ 2- Joh $+-3z $.) For 
the LORD himſelf ar the laſtſhall be a Judge, and a 
Wirne(s againſt them, Moſes and the Righreous Ser- 
vants of God ſhall be as Witneſſes againſt them, yea, 
the duſt of their feet that brought the glad rydings bf 

ace, ſhall wirneſs againſt them, the ſtones of the 

eld, the poſts of cheir Houſes, the Moth-eaten gar- 

ment, all ſhall come in againſt them ro hinder their 
peace with God : And their own Conſciences, will - 
they ; nill they, ſhall cry aloud, and fay, Righteous art 
thou, O Lord, and true art thy Fidgments. 

Fourthly, He can have no hope, nor any aſſurance 
that he ſhall be ſaved, bur is either carried away with 
a carnal perſwafion or preſumprion, (which will de- 
ceive them in the end) their Conſciences being ſeared, 
or clſe moſt juſtly fear that rhey (ſhall be damned ; 
rheir Conſciences being awakened. Now then if this 
be the fearful, and mouft' woful eftare of all wicked 
men thar live in fin without Repenrance, who then 
would live in ſuch-an eſtate of life to gain a Kingdom, 
in (o great danger of erernal death and damnation 
every day they ariſe ? Why do not ſuch repenr and 

B g . turn 


IP *D | ds Bleſſes 07," Yer! 

- furn unto God, that ſo they may be faved ? , 
-- __ Fifthly and laſtly, if a man be qut of Chriſt unre- * 
enerate, let him abound neverſomuch in wealth, 
ive in honour, bathe himſelf in Pleaſures, yet remain- 
jog. ſtill” in his ns, he can take no ſound comfort in 
any of theſe :- Tit. 13, For to them that are defiled and 
unbelieving is , nothing pure,, but even their minds and 
Conſciences are defiled. Their (ſweet favours aud plca- 
ſant drinks are Gall and Worm-wood, their dehcate- 
fare js poyſon, their cofily Apparel is Menſtruous 
Cloth, and their Life. a Death ; and they ſhall ona 
diy aniwer for every bit of Bread they have eaten, 
as Thieves and  Uſurpers of thoſe things that are none 
of- theirs, for of proper right they belong unto the 
Godly man ; And thus have we briefly ſcen. wherein. 
the wicked man is curſed and miſerable. 


That be detly not walk' in the Counſel of the 
wicked, Vc. 


Hi the Godly Mans Vertues be firſt ſet down 
; 4 by a Negative conteſtation in theſe words, He 
that walktth not in the Counſel of the wicked : Out of 


which we may obſerve that there is a Counſel of the 
wicked.:. And this is either private amongſt-chemſclves, 
or elſe publick with others, | 


Doft.. The Counſel. of finful and wicked: men:, 
which 1s private in themſelves, 1s a 

There is a Ruminartion, or ſome other: prepa- 
counſel of the ration, in every wilful and. intended 
wicked; as. of fin : And hence it is thatrthe School- 
the godly. men affirm, thar Confiliwn, . aus, |« 
exitz;, maſt incurr in every*grilful 

intended fin :- And this 1s very apparent by the. ex- 
epic of 7z/abe!, that when ſhe perceived: the King 
to.be iv heavy, (1. ing: 21, £4 that he could 
Aet-gepthe Vineyard. af Rightcaus Naboth,. The =r'y 
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with ber {, nie maj be do, to Hand 

ne Tnght obcain.5r,. and ihe FLES d.ro.wr te. 
he. Govern —_— ob in Ababs- Nare 
- _ a mo to cauſe ; Naboth ro he droggar 
forth before the Aſſembly ys na ſtoned to death. $ 
is clear again by the example of David - when he 
walked ypon the Roof. of pe Palace, ;and hai caſt 
his eyes upon the beauty of Bath{beba, he dig firſt rake: 
this a within mop concerningan-engquiry what 
ps lacondly,. ſenc 1s upto ber,. to move 
ro lye wich. him 7 And Jaſlly, commited the At 

© Git Thi might. be further cleared by che <xam 

of Can, Judas, | and all wo confirm the. rruili.of 


point unto us. 
Beſides this private, there 1s a Counſel of the wick-- *, 
o pabhck with as jn. the da yep! OMRT, 


v4» whey el and Wicked Statures- were 
_ of rs G bord and his, ; Wh, 9 1040E 
+ eroboam, 1 Rtg. 12,'28.) how al rake” 
Founſeh and ar. laſ} d ro make two Calves. 
or Divine Woulg, the one whereof he ſer at Bithel,. 
a at Das + | And is the days of Nebnchaduegs 
wa 1+ egos wn Decree was gone forth by the: 
Nadles, .couching cheworſbip of 
bad __ ny was (ct .up'in the Plain:of Dura, 
ebay) uy, nce of Babylos-! So 4n the time of our Saw 
( Job. 9. 22.) under the. New Teſtament, 
we —_— bad agreed. togerher, that all. thar confeſs: 
= maT be OY as icared ; and forhbad: 4 
$( Adtsge 18.) from preachivg 203 c in tus 
Namec{ Mat. 26: 66.) AR: Ir Ch ras uy 
Saw igur, Chiraſt 
R4ajon: i And the an to is clear from! the further: 
manifeſtation of the truth of this point :. Far, as no;- 
man carb 'garher Grapes of Thorns, nor Figs off 
Thiflles 3. {a. what orher. Fruit can he expeRed- from 
ſuch an :unſavory Root; whoſe very minds 6s 'conſgi-- 
puns Sar ne (Tim T, FLY Too als tc 
eoplykatjons audtadti umpuredu 
Wackap.. Us 
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Uſe. Hence then we 
of rhe Church of Rome, touching« this point is thoſt 
falſe :' That general Councils cannit ' thr, But we have 
cleared this before, that they may err, and do err ; 
for what ſhould I ſpeak of the ſecond Nicene Council, 
which ſet upTdolatry, and gave Bodies to Angels and 
the Souls of Men : Councils therefore have been miſ- 
lead, amd may err. as oF: 

Now the Propher proceeds farther, to ſhew who is a 
godly man, and what his properties,” and- teachtth us 
m theſe words,' that the'firſt ſtep'and emrance to the 
leading of a godly life, is to renounce the council and 
company of lewd, wicked, and ungodly men; whence 
we obſerve this Do&rine, 


- 


Dof. 2. That he that would preſerve himſdFf from 
im, muſt” carefully avoid all the vecafions : 
The wiſe man' teacheth this Doftrine, Thitt' be Thi 
dai walbeth with the wiſe, (hall. be wiſty, 

The occafions but 2 —_— of fools ſhall be worſe; 
of fin-are tro be This doth appear by" the 'example 
avoided, of Jonathan; * who by' the Friend- 

ſhip and Fanjiffatiry Which! he had 
with Dtvia; changed'his life r0'a'Vetrer 3" whereas" $e- 
mon by ſociety' and' conjuntion (Wirth his- Idolatrous 


we would” avoid evil, we muſt beware of all occaſt- 
ons, and no occaſions more dangerous than” evil com+ 
pany : every man therefore mult rake -heed: ro him- 
ſelf, and , beware -how he himſelf -with' ac- 
quaintance with all mep jndifferently, "leaſt by their 
means he be corrupted, For every Man by Nature 
. 1s like dry wood, which 1s apt 
Micum' eft quicquid to kindle ſo ſoon' as fire 1s put to 
mihi nocere poteff, it 3 So, give a man the leaſt 
Bernard - 11, occaſion, and preſently he yield- 
--cthro im; - 'needs not 

indeed 
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fion that is, be offered unto us, and ſtraitway man 
becometh- a temprer unto himſelf : - And this is ther 
which the Apoſtle faith, Fam. 1. 14- Every man is 
tempted when be is drawn away, and enticed by his own 
concupiſcence. The Enemy by which we are over- 
come, is in our own boſom, that -is mans natural cor- 
ruption, which is fael tor the' kindling of the fire of 
Sarans temptations : This ts in £V 4 H, Gen. 
3- 6. the Mother of us all, -in- the firſt tranſgrefiion; 
Firſt, ſhe 'ſaw--the fruit : + Secondly; ſhe'conceived 2 
liking of it'? Thirdly, ſhe defired it : Fourthly, ſhe 
eat of it. - Dinah, rhe Daughter of Jacob, wandring 
abroad, laid her ſelf open unto fin, and fo fell; which 
mighr have been prevented, had ſhe avoided the oc- 
ns thereof. - 4 


"1And'David,'' a man after Gods own' heart, - having ® © 


ſer the Caſemenrs of his'Soul, his-eyes, - (by the 
which the Devil did eaſily wind himſelf jnco# his 
heart) and beheld Bathbeba waſhing her (elf, 2 Saw. 
11. by and by he luſted after her, ſent for her, and 
lay with her':- So violent is Mans corrupt Nature” in 
apprehending” every occafion- that might draw him 
ro fin, It i rherefore a point of great wiſdom to dif- 
cern between) the deceir of ſin, and the fruit of fin 
before it be commirred 3 Oh flatrering' Enemy !- in 
the ation of commirring ſo ſweer as' Poyſon” ; after 
jr is committed, a biring Serpent 2 It comes to a'man 
with a ſmiling Countenance , as Joab unto Amaſe, 
Art thou in health, my Friend ? but withal firikes him 
ro the heart, and wonnds/him unto death, - 2- Samuel 


20, 


Uſe r. This Dodtrine ſerverth for the: reproof- of 
thoſe whoare ſo far from rhe. avoiding of the occa- 
ſions of fin," as that they do: freely, and of their own 
accord ſeck and follow afrer them ; they will not car- 
ry with- Joſeph till- they be rempred by others, but 
they ſeek- all occaſions, and watch- all. opportunaries 
| to 
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| Indeed any Devil to tempt us, but ler the leaſt ooca- © 
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eagerly purſue the Prey, than fore | do hung after the 
eccaſions 'of fin , - which is-madoeſs wich. a! witneſs, 
as if the fleſh were not prone enough of it ſelf unto 
that which is evil, but that pains muſt be taken to 
belp it forward to fin. Oh then how: careful-ought 
we £2 be to watch over our ways, atid-to avoid all the, 
eccaſions- of fin ! Counterguard, thy heart, ;. (ſaith, 
Solomen) Prov. 4- 2»: and keep - i with, watch .gnd 
ward; look unto the Caſements of-chy; Saul, hy 
eyes, and thy ears Pray with D AH ID; Plak 
Lig. 37- Lord turn away mine ets: from. btholding 11-4 
nity; make a covenant with them, withob, What 
folly, nay, what madneſs is jt then, m. them thax 
darc come into any company. (Ed, 9. 14» Jab. 31s) 
that dare look and pry into the Company of: {Wee 
man; as though they were 0, ſrong- that they, were 
out of all danger to (im? | But art thou. more Holy or 
frong than David, Peter, &c. If not, thou mayſt 


uſe 2. Let all Godly Men and Womentake heed; 


let them fear themſelyes, and doybt che-warſt, Gig: 
ſed js the man that frartth always;-hia- bt #þ&@ -hardenat 
e 


his heart ſhall not profþer : | We muſt at-all times have; 
eſpecial oogurireecke heat, - orelſe we cannot ſand 3. 


Such, ſo: many are the aflauits that Satan doth 


lay agaioſt our Souls, this is that wholeſome counſel. 


that 'the Apoſtle St. Peter doth lay down. unto us, 
who was both acquainted with the frailty. of mans na- 
mre,..and the:malice: of Satan, when he faich, B4-(o- 
' ber, and watch for your adverſary the- Devil, &< 
(t Pet. s. 8.) Where he -joyneth unto Sobriety 
watchfulneſs ;.: for though a man be never (@ foyer, 
yerif he do not watch withal; and that againſi the 
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to tempt others : Never, rayenous [Beaſt did more © 


occaſions of fm, he is caſily made a Prey to Saran :: 


"not ſocaſily have done, had they been watchful 
their own aſſeQions. And rhus much for the firſt 
Doarine in the deſcription of a Godly man: who muſt 
carefully avoid all occaiions of fin. | 


That doth not walk in the Council of the 
wicked, &c. 


H% the Prophet Dawid ſhews who is a Godly 
Man, and what be his properties. Firſt (as-we 
have heard) he avaids all occaſions of fin ; fo now: in 
the ſecond place the council and company of lewd, 
wicked, and ungodly men : A mo Man, and ſuch 
an one as ſhall: be truly happy bleſſed indeed, 
doth diftaſt and diſſike, yea, age renounce, / and 
abhor their ſociety and company, their and 
conſultations, ſo as he doth ſhun and avoid a5 
dangerous and infeAious : from whence we. gather a 
ſecond point of Doarine. 


Dot. 2. That men muſt carefully | 
ſhun and avoid the company of the We muſt ſhun- 
wicked , it is very apparent 3, if | the-company of 
they themſelves will not be defiled wicked men-. 
with them in abomination : for that | 
rule of Solomon will ſtand, be that toucheth-pitch (hall 
be defiled. (Numb. 31. 6. 2 Sams 10. 3, 4. Mat. 16+ 8, 
Aft. 13. Pſal. 15. Fit. 2..12. 2 Cor. 6. 4.) Bad com- 
pany is exceeding pernicious and: hurtful, either eo 
diſlwade from- that which 1s truly 8 z- or t0 per- 
ſwade to. that which is naught and wicked: . David 
maketh it the mark of atrue Member. of the. Church, 
that in bis g9es 4 vile perſon is contemned. - And. the 
Apoſtle willeth all' Chriſtians , who look for glory 
through Chrift, that chey would have nothing to do- 
with the unfruitful works of darkneſs. And again, 
This indeed is pure Religion and undefiled, to our 
Jeluts: wſpotred: of the World: This the A 6:6: 
au 
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Payl urgeth 5; Be not witqually youbed with Infidels ; 
for what fellowſhip bath righteouſneſs with unrighteouſ- 
neſs ? It is the exhortation of Solomon, Forſabe the 
wicked, and ye %e live. Joſeph no ſooner in the 
Court of Pharaoh, but quickly learned to ſwear by 
the-life 'of Pharaob, and we know that it was in the 
common Hall amongſt the Servants of the High 
Prieſts, that Peter had learned to curſe and to (ſwear. 
Ir were no eſs than treaſon in a ſubjet to hve in 
friendſhip with one that is a profeſſed enemy to the 
King : Much more it js treaſon in the ſubjeRs of the 
King of Heaven, to have _— with the wicked : 
and this'1s obſerved to be rhe fault of Jeboſapbat, that 
he ' would belp the wicked , and love them that bate the 
Lord ; Such are even odious unto God, (Pſalm 5. 5.) 
as David ſaith, Thou hateft all them that work iniqui- 
ty." Beſides their company is exceeding darigerous z 
for the wrath of God hangerh over the head of the 
utigodly, This we may ſee in Lot, who for the fruit- 
fulneſs of the place was drawn to live in Sodom , 
where the men were wicked : $0 when they were 
taken Priſoners, Lot was taken Priſoner with them ; 
(Gen, 19.) And had: not the Lord been exceeding 
merciful unto him, he had periſhed with them m the 


| overthrow of that City ; And this was the. 


voice of God 'from Heaven concerning'Bubylon, (Rev, 
18. 4.) Go out of her my people, that ye be not partabers 
of ber fins , - andthat ye receive not of her plagues : 
And this was the cauſe the Lord gave fo ſtraight a 
charge to the people of 77az!, that they ſhould have 
no dealing at'all with-the inhabitants of the Land of 
Canaan, (Exod: 23. 32.) Thou ſhalt make no Covenant 
with them, nor with their Gods : Neither (hall they 
dwell in the Land, leſt they mabe thee fon againfi at : 
Neither (halt thou wake any Marriages with them, nti- 
ther give thy daughter to bis (m, nor take bis ſon to thy 
daughter, (Drut. 9. 2.) for they will canſe thy ſon to 
fall away from mt, to ſerve other Gods : and how 
true this threatning from the Lord was, the eyent _o- 
; et 
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keth it manifeſt ; ſor they, negle&ing chis Command- 
ment from God, ( Pſal. 106. 35.) were mingled amongſt 
tbe beathen,- and learned their works, as David faith 3 and 
woful experience doth prove this to be true of _ 
who have ſometimes been indifferently con 
to = duties, afterwards falling into wicked and 
lewd company, have been corrupted, and grow difſo- 
lure : Oh whar ſtumbling blocks are ſuch unto a man 
for the performance of any good duty ! This did Da- 
vid know full well, when he fad, (Pſal. 119. 115.) 
away from me ye wicked. I will beep the Commandments of 
my God : Infinvating thereby, as may cafily be gather- 
ed, that he could not ſer himſelf ro the performance 
of any holy duty, as he ought, fo long as ſuch wicked 
- company were abour him. Yea, it hath been a grief 
unto the godly, ro have been in the company of un- 
godly perſons, as Lot living in Sodom, when he faw 
their filthy abominations, (1 Pet. 2.9.) It vextd bus 
Righteous Sou! 5 And this was it that made David be- 
moan his eſtate in the time of his baniſhmenr, , when 
he was conſtrained to abide among the uncircumciſed 
ple, Wo is me, that I remain in Meſech, and do dwell 
in the Tents of Kedar, my Soul bath long dwelt among thoſe 
that be enemies to my peace. s By all this thar hath been 
ſpoken it doth appear, that godly and virtuous men, 
who ſhall be happy and blefſed indeed, do carefully 
ſhun and avoid the lewd company of the wicked, 


Uſe 1. This Doarine in the firſt place doth ſerve 
to reprove all ſuch as are carelefs of their ; 
That can uſe as much famiitatity, and ſhew as good a 
coun:enance to the worſt, and make them as welcome 
as the beſt, be rney what they will be, Papiſts, or 
Atheiſis ; yea, let them. be as prophane' as Eſau,- he 
is notwithſtanding for their company , but by this 
means they do little think that they do' hazard both 
faith, and a good Conſcience, and cauſe the godly 
themſelves to- ſuſpet them,. that they are pro _ 
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And indeed it 
ſelves did make any conſcience of ſin, rhey would like- 
wiſe make conſcience of the occaſions of fin, whereof 
what can be worſe than lewd company, who are ready 
to make a mock at every good duty 3 and whoſe na- 
ture isto have other men ty run into the ſame exceſs 
of riot with themſelves ? (4 Pi#. 4+ 4.) yea, when'a 
man or woman hath ſome things in them, as to 
love the word of God, to like of Gods faichful Mini- 
ſters, ro delight in prayer, &«. In comes a wcked 
man, and breaths out his poyſon, ſeeking by bad coun-« 
ſel and lewd perſwaſions to difiwade them, and draw 
them back ; Oh ! you love the Miniſter roo much, he 
will make you preciſe, you need nor to take ſuch pains 
but take your liberty '; what need you be afraid of 
them ? Oh, when ſuch wretches ſtep in, and thus 
pour out their lewd. counſels and perſwaſions, what do 
they elſe but draw men to perdition, efpecially when 
they do deal with ſuch, as be but young Chriſtians, 
coming on in the ways of Godlineſfs. And when 
ſpeak that to great Perſonages, who by natureare-mo 
inclined to liberty; O what lets are they to-a young 
Chriſtian in the way of godlinefs ? 
And when the: Lord leaves a Man or a 
Note. Woman to liſten ro ſuch curſed counſel, jt 
is a great ſign that the Lord loves them not, 
So it 1s (aid thar the Lord: left Abſa/om, that he ſhould 
not receive the good counſel of Achitophe!, becauſe the 
Lord. would defiroy Abſalom. $0 it is ſaid of Rehoboam, 
that he {iſtned only to the counſel of his young men; 
4 becauſe the Lord would brirg his judgments upon the 
houſe of Solomon. 


(s 


; *'Uſe 2, This ſhould admoniſh all men to take heed 
of ſuch kind of men, as the very limbs of rhe ' Devil, 
and the Meſſcngers of Satan, who ſeek 'to draw men 
from God, and from Jeſus Chrift, amd from'a God- 


COun- 


Verſe 
Ss 


cannot be otherwiſe, but if they them- 


ly life 3- to-ſtop our ears at their lewd and damnable .|. 
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Gounſels, not to hear them, nor to liſten to them: © 
a, if itlye in our power to remove them, and to 
niſh them our-prelence, as the greateſt enemies 
of our ſouls, _ the Pveagas we of the Devil ſcek- 
ing to pervert a on our ſouls, ro pur 6ur 
at of ſte. 26s ro de <h/like chaſe that 
are ſent of God, who ought to be moſt dear unto 


us. 

Objeft. Ic will be here objeKed, whether it be nor 
lawful upon ſome occafion to be1jn their company, or to 
have dealing with wicked men ? 

Anſwer, In ſome caſe it is lawful, as thus $3 Firſt, 
that ir be only for neceſſity : as that we cannot avoid 
It, in ordinary matcers of titis life, unleſs we ſhould 
go out of this world : Secondly, that we have a due 
calling thereunco : Thirdly, that we be nor filene at 
the committing of ſin, but that ever we ſhew our dif- 
like of their vain courſes ; and laſtly, that we labour 
with our fclves to be grieved at their ſins, as Lot was 
at the Sodomites. 


In the Counſel of the wicked, &e. 


H ERE the Original word fignifies ſuch wicked 
men as are never quiet ig their minds, butever-« 
moremuſling and deviſing ſome miſchief, which they- 
may utrer and practiſe, as occafion ferves.. 


Doft. 3. And in this, notre the 

very property of a wicked and grace- Wicked Min 

leſs Man : He is never ar reſt, but+ are ror adtuis 

ſill pong and deviſing fome miſ- fing of myj* 

chief againſt God , or good men: cliff, 

This we may fſce by divers examples, 

(2 Sam. 16.) —_ Counſel was. eſteemed like 

as if -one had atked counſel at the Uracle of God; 

The like. we may fee in Herod, (Mat. 27.) _ « 
ear 
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Whar policy did he uſe to deſtroy the Saviour of the 
World ? (Mat, 26.) The Scribes and Phariſees, how 
carefully did they conſult, and take counſel rogether 
againſt Chriſt, ro pur him to death ; yea, they brake 
their ſleep abour it. When the Jews could not en- 
dure Zeremy to Preach plain, (Fer. 28. 18.) and to 
rell them of their fins, they therefore by and by 'fay 
thus, Come let us drviſt, and imagine ſome miſchief 
againſt the Prophet of the Lord, ltt us ſmite him with the 
Tongue. Lit iis tabe no herd, nor give any tay to bis 
Preaching. ( Heft. 3.) So Haman deviſeth how to put 
Mordecai and the Jews out of favour, by deviſing a 
moſt vile accuſation. (1 Sam. 22: 9g.) So Dorg that 
black mouth'd dog, deviſed how to accuſe David to 
Saut; So thoſe wicked Rulers did deviſe to invenr 
ſome miſchief againſt Daniel, And the Prophet Mi- 
cab ſheweth that it is an old praftiſe of the wicked 
man, to deviſe wicked things, In the Primitive 
Charch the enemies of Gods children, that perſecu- 
ted the Chriſtians, deviſed this ſhameful fander, that 
they Worſhipped an Aﬀes head, &c. So in theſe days 
it is manifeſt, that the Devil ſtirs up wicked men to 
accuſe Gods children, ro deviſe (landers and falſe accu- 
ſations againft them .: The Devil hath one Doeg or 
other ro accuſe David to Sal, to thruſt him out of his 
favour, and to bring him into diſgrace ': And when as 
they have nothing juſtly againſt them, then they be- 
* gin to deviſe how they may raiſe up ſomefalſe report 
or other, to {mire them with their Tongues. 


© And the reaſon of this is, becaufe they are fooliſh 

and ignorant ; For they not knowing the Lord, nor 
underſtanding his ways aright, but being in this re- 
ſpe&t worſe than the Oxe that knoweth his owner, 
(Eſay. 1. 2.) and the Afs that knoweth his Maſters 
Crib, (as the Lord doth complain of them) they can- 
not but do as Se. Paul did in the time of his ignorance, 


even oppoſe themſelves againſt God and his LEES, 
A 


| Verſe 
heard of the Birth of Chriſt, as of a new born King * ; 


1 Verfer. 
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And for this cauſe the Lord doth make his moan for 
the fooliſhne$ and ignorance of his people, as the 
well-ſpring of all their rebellions againſt him, in theſe 
words : For my people are fooliſh, they bave not bnown me, 
they are fooliſh children , and have none underflanding : 
They are wiſe to do evil, but to do well they bave no 
bnowleage. 


Uſe 1. Seeing we are taught here, what is the na- 
ture 'of wicked men, namely that they have in them 
a reſtleſs defire ro pervert the ways of the godly, 
and to deſign ſome miſchief : This muſt teach us 
firſt of all ro deal wiſely and warily with them, left 
we be corrupted by them : We are here fer as upon 
an Hill, or a Stage 3 and profeſling Jeſus Chriſt, a 
ſmall ſpot will be ſeen in our Garment. It behoverh 
us therefore to be as wiſe as Serpents, and as inno- 
cent as Doves, (Mat. 10. 16.) to the end we may 
ſtop the mouths of gain-ſayers, and cut off occa- 
fions from them that ſeck rhe occaſions And to this 
end we muſt evermore be mindful in our Prayers, to 

ray unto God, to be delivered from theta, : for un- 
eſs we be armed from above, we ſhall cafily be over- 
raken by their afſaulrs, and through the corruptions 
of our own hearts, which are prone to all fin. The 
deal warily and circumſpettly , rhey work by all 
means to pervert our wayes, and to make us two fold 
worſe than themſelves, the children of Satan. How 
much more careful ought we to be to prevent them? 
_ we ſhall dothe bctrer by ſhunning the occaſions 
of fin. 


Uſe 2. Secondly, we are taught here if we labour 
to be the Diſciples of Chriſt, (and to be Blefled) 
what entertainment we ſhall find in the world 3 name- 
ly to have wicked and ungodly men to ſtand 1n our 
way and hinder us, as they did ſtand in Zachtus wa 
when he went forth to ſee Chriſt. (Lube 19. 13- 
If rhoy be once in Gods preſence, and doſt begin _ 
ca 
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call upon him for mercy, they will rebuke thee, as 
- . theydid the poor blind man jn'the Goſpel, (Lb. 18. 
39.) if thou be ſick, yea dead in treſpaſſes and fins, 
and Chriſt doth begin ro come home to the houſe of 
thy ſoul to heal thee, and to raiſe thee up from the 

_ death of thy fins, they will op his paſſage and en- 
 rrance in, if poſſibly they can : as they did when 
Chriſt came to the Rulers Daughter which was dead : 
Bur as Chrift rurned chem our of Doors, ſaying, Get 
ye hence, (Mat. 9g. 23.) ſo muſt thou ſhake them off, 
and not Communicate with fleſh and blood, in mat- 
ters that concern Eternal Life, and the Salvation of 
thy Soul ; For if thou do, thou canſtnever be ſaved : 
neither muſt we look after the love and liking of the 
world, nor hang upon men for their applauſe and fa- 
vour.: for'where there is not the fear of God, (urely 
ſuch men are moſt 1unconftant in their wayes, turn- 
ing upon every ſmall-occaſion., yea, and the love 
and favour of ſuch men maſt needs be bent rowards 
the worſt, ſeeing rhemſelves are bad, and fer them- 
ſelves in no good way : Remember what Chriſt ſaid 
unto his Diſciples : Pris Is. 19.) If ye were of the 
world, © the wo'ld would lous bis own , but becauſe ye 
are not of the world, but ' 1 have choſen you out of the 
world, therefore the world hateth you. Wherefore as 
they thar run at rilr, look not to rhe vulgar people what 
they ſay, bur rorhe Judges : ſo, care not thou for the 
world, but look ever what the judge of Heaven and 
Earth doth allow and approve of, 

That hath not walked -in'the counſel of tht wicked. By 
Counſel he here meaneth the ſubrilrties and crafw of the 
wicked, by which they puſh themſelves forward, and 
labour to drawothers to be like unto themſelves. ac- 


cording to thatof Solomon :* ( Prov. 11.) My ſon, if in- | 


ners entice thee, conſtnt not unto them. From whence we 
gather a fourrh Pojnt of Doctrine, 


DofF, 4- 
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of Joſeph, when they purpo 
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Def. 4. - Namely, that it is a moſt Horrible and 

grievous - fin to give evil counſel, To commit fin, | 

1s that which nigh 7 Bay 5g the Maje- 

ſy of God, a weth down upon - Th give evil 

us all puniſhments both temporal and counſils,an bor- 

eternal ; but to counſel others to com- rible ſin. 

mit fin, is the very height of im. 

This is noted in the Scripture to be the fin of 7Je- 
gbel, (1 Reg. 21,) who was a fartherer of Ahabs 
wickedneſs : for when he could not by any lawful 
means artzin the Vine-yard of Naboth, the faid nnto 
him, Doeſt thou ſway the Scepter, Yale the Kingdom, 
and manage the State ? ariſe, and eat bread, I will give 
thee the Jineyard. This was the counſel of Achit 
unto Abſa/om, fearing his reconciliation to his Father 
David, and therein his own juft confuſion ; he pives 
ſuch counfel whereby he might rake away all Nt 
of agreement : (1 Sam. 16. 21.) Go in to thy Fa- 
theys Concubints, which be bath left to beep the bodje 1 
and when all Tirael ſhall bear thou art abborred of thy 
Father , the hands of all "that art with thee ſhall be 
firmg. This is likewife ſet down by Solomon in the 
Proverbs, where he-exprefſeth rhe fin of ſeducers, 
faying, Come with us, let us lye in wait fot the Mood 
of the innocents, we will ſwallow them wp ative, like 
a grave, evin whole, as thoſe that go down into a Pit 

Prov. 1. 11.) caft in thy lot among us, we will all 

ave one purſt, their feet yun to evil, and they make baſte 
fo (hed blood. And this doth - 4 yer in the brethren 

ed the overthrow of 
their Brdther ; (Gen. 47. 10.) Come (fay they) lit s 
ſlay him, ' and caſt 'him mto ſome pit, "ana we (hall ſay, 
a wicked beaft- bath devoured bim. And this appear- 
ed to be'the malice of the high Prieſts and Elders of 
the People, who moved the people to defire thar 
Barabbas might be delivered, (Mat. 27. 21.) rather 
than Chriſt, and perſwaded Fadas for a ſum of mo- 
ney to betray him, ( Mat. 28. 12.) enticed the Soul- 
diers with-a great ſum of morey, 'to noiſe it —_— 
\ [4 [4 


39. 
that His Diſciples came by night, and ſtole bim away 
while they flept. All cheſe Teſtimonies, and many 
more, may ſerve for the confirmation of this Dodtrine, 
that iris a moſt horrible and grievous fin to give evil 
counſel, 


Uſe 1. Seeing that it is a moſt preat and grievous fin, 
to give evil couuſel, this reacheth us our dury : That 
whenſoever they ſhall (ct upon us,, to draw us away 
from God, that we be careful that we conſent not 
unto them : Ir is not enough for a man to ſay, alals, 
I deviſed itnot, neicher am I the firſt that have com- 
mitted the like ; for this ſhall excuſe no man, that 
he was not rhe Author of an evil : For ſurely, if it 
be ſo great a (in to ſeduce, it is no. leſs fin to be ſedu- 
ced, and God will one day find them no leſs guilty, 
but ſhall partake with them of the ſame puniſhment, 
If a man ſhould have about him a great ſum of mo- 
ney, or other treaſure, and ſhould willingly and wit- 
rin 'y pur himfelf into the company of thieves, and 
wil 

Man to be pitycd if he ſhould loſe all that he had ? 
even ſo it is with a Chriſtian that dorh carry daily about 
with him a rich- Treaſure, his Soul and Conſcience, 
which he muſt keep unſpotted of rhe World ; if he 
liſten to the charms of the wicked, and will be drawa 
out of rhe way of Gods Commandments, to commit 
ſin, and to make ſhipwrack of Faich, and a good 


Conſcience : Is it not juſt with God that this man ' 


ſhould periſh for the ſame ? So then we ſce.ir ſtand- 
eth us in hand to beware of conſenting to fin, and 
counſelling others to commir fin 3 For. if we give 
our conſent unto them, we are partakers with them 
in their wickedneſs, and ſhall be ſure one day to have 
ſhare with them in their puniſhments. 


Uſe 2. Secondly, ſeeing the giving of evil counſel 
1s ſoevil a fin, both inhim that doth counſel another, 
as aiſo in him that conſenteth wato it, then we maſt 
care- 
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drawn by them our of the way : were this - 
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carefully ſhun and avoid both : yet rhis is not all, but 
we muſt alſo:ſeek for the ſociety of the podly; that 
all-our 'delight may bein them : We muſt by all 
means joyn our ſelves in friendthip with chem, and 
make much of their Aſſemblies 3 For with the up- 
right thou ſha't learn to be upright : (Frov. 31: 20.) 
This Solomon ' teacherh us. He that waikbtth with the 
wiſe ſhall br wiſer : Ir is indeed a rare thing to find 
2 man that will counſel others to follow» Godlinets, 
and therefore ſuch as do, are much ro be reſpeced ; 
bve'him as the deareſt friend that will dire& thee in 
the ways of ſalvarion, and be a guide unto thee in 
the path that ſhall lead unto life. Let it be far from 

. thee to be aſhamed to' follow tne counſel of ſuch as 

are difcreet and godly ; 1t 15 not material who the 

\ be; whether our ſuperiqurs or equals, or our infert- 
ours; for the Counſellor 15 not fo much to be regard- 
ed as the-Counſel. It 1t be holy, juſt, and good, 
receive it as from Gad, who thus ſpeaketh unto thee 
by his ſervant 3 If it be evil reje& ir, as coming from 
che Devil, who ſpeaketh by his inſtruments, 


That hath not walked, Cc. 


3 be laſt thing that we have now to conſider out- of 
the firſt part of che deſcriprion of a Godly nzan, 
1s this, He bath not walked, &c. By walking, the 
Prophet David here meanerth (according to an uſual 
Metaphor in Scriprure) a common uſual courſe of a 
Mans behaviour, or lus ordinary trade of like. And 
the word which is here uſed, is rendred in a tcr.ſe or 
>», which in thy own tongue noteth a continuance 
of Viking, even all. che dayes of their life : For 
| omMer; ie who can lay, his heart is free, but that ar 
\ Ie nime or other, the Counſel or bad example of 
the wicked hath prevailed with him/? but thart is nor 
meant here in rhis place 3 when a man hath with- 
drawn himſelf from their 'lewd Converſations, and 
C R 
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beraken himſelf to the wayesof Gods Commandmenns. 
From whence we gather a two-fold Doctrine : Firſt, 
eat che all ſtips, and infirmitics of | Gods Children 
many and great, which many times they fall -inro, 
and yet cannot properly be ſaid. ro walk in them, 'be- 
i cauſe they riſe daily out of the ſame. And ſecondly, 
F| That to walk, it is ſaid of the godly, in reſpe& of 
fl Gods Commandements, becauſe as it is in the ſecond | 
Verſe, There is their delight. | 


| DoF. 5. Itis moſt true, that there 
; The fall of are the ſeeds of all fin whatſoever, 
| the Godly ar naturally , rooted- and inbred: with 
| many. us, which if they be not prevented, 
are ready to break out upon any oc- 
cafion that ſhall be offered : And howſoever the = 
| ly do defire to pleaſe God, and endeavour to ſerve 
| God in truth and ſincerity of heart, yet they do of- 
| ten ſtumble in their race, through the. burden that 
preſigth down, and the fin that hangeth on (o faſt, 
( | This Trath is confeſſed. by Salomon in his worthy, 
'' Prayer at the dedication of the Temple : (Reg. 8. 
| 46.) If any man ſin againſt, thee, for there- is none that 
| ſonneth not, if be turn again with all bis heart, &*c, 
Again, {Job 15. 1, 4.) What is man that he ſhould be 
tlean; and be that is born'of a4 woman, that be ſhould 
be yuit ? Again, (Pſal. 14.) All are gone out of the 
way, thiy are all _ there is none that doth good, 
no nat out. Moſt woful and fearful was the fall of Da- 
id, as the Scriprure hath rccorded jt. It may ſeem 
very ſtrange, that a man as David was, even after 
| Gods own heart, (2 Sam. 11+) could poſſibly fall (- 
far as he did : ty" if we (pb the = c Ain 
| and degrees of his ſm, it will appear, t | 
OO excepted) a UN could fearce <v 
| mit 24 greater : For, firſt he committed Adulte,”Y 
| with Uriahs Wife ; when this was done, he er- \ 
eth and flattereth with the Womans Husband, and 
bade hizm go home to refreſh himſelf with ne 
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Verſe 1. Davids Bleſſed Mar. Yo 27 
thinking thereby to farher rhe baſtard owhim * when 
this ſucceeded nor, he went further, and-\unto ki 
Adultery he added Murther, thathe might bear as the 
grief of it in his hearr,' ſo theſhame of it/ in'his fore- 
head : and'inthis-he wrought worſe rhan 7rrabel, fot , 
he makes' Vriah the Meſſenger to carry the Letters for 
his owrr Execution. Whar ſhall I ſay of Noah, of Loy, 
Peter, &c. I need nor to ſtand in this Do&rine, ſee- 
ing woful experience in all the godly dorh- prove tt ro 
be true. 


1. It may teach us thar we be not too raſh in 
judging and condemning our Brethren : We fee by 
this that hath beets delivered, that che dear Child” of 

God may. fall;moſt _ and Jowly, and yet be 
reſtored apaifFro rhe favour of God, becauſe he doth 
not walk on in'fin; as the wicked do; But whenf6+ 
ever through the remprarions of Siran; or«the (rail 
CY wo _ A ot 
ter out m, and weepeth bitrerl) 
the ne and therefore as Sr. ' James (ith, Cid. 
Verſe 12. Who art thou- that judgeit another mm ? * 
may not (er. bounds and limits to Gods» Mercy,' rg ſay 
thac any finally ſhall be damned; howſoevery' man 
may be in' the ſtare -of danination for # rims"; "this 
were-to fit- in} Gods-Chair : Let us all acknowlet! 

- our ſelves to be but Men, - and let none uſurp-che&An: - 
thority of Gods I Ler us therefore conf}. 
der: what we our ſelves are, before we caſt” our eyes 
upon other men 3 for rhey are the moſt ſharp and ſe- 
vere Judges of their Brethren, that forget their own 
infirmities * And doubt not but'all the Children of 
God db know by experience in themſelves, how hard- 
ly.fin is ſubdue Jad maſtered in them; how many 

s and groans jt requireth, how many Prayers ane 
Tears it doth coſt them : What a ſtriving and ſtrug- 
- they have within themſelves co keep ic under, 

yet for all this, it is very hardly ſubdued : So 
that the: knowledge of 'our own weakneſs, and un- 
C 2 WOr« 
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40 Davids Bleſſed Man. 
worthyneſs muſt arm- us with meckneſs towards our 


Brethren. 


Uſe 2, By the rule of this Doctrine we are: admo- 
niſhed to be. very : wary and circumſpe& over our 
ſelves : Did David fall, did Lot, Noah, . Petey, '&*c. 
fall 2 Oh ! whithcr ſhall we fall it God do bur alittle 
leave us to our ſelves ? Who dare preſume of his own 
ſirengch and worthineſs , when ſuch worthy pillars 
as theſe have been ſhaken ? Yea, the lamentable 
ſhipwrack of ſuch men as theſe may make us to fear 
a Tempeſt before jr do come. It 15 the -Devib crafty 
counſel and ſubtile policy, ro make us over-wean our 
ſelves, and to _s us boaſt, and preſume of our 
ſelves, For the Devil doth know full well, that this 
hiting of a man up, 1s the very next ty to rumble 
and..chrow him down, as Solomon faith, Pride goeth 
74% deflruftion, and a baughty Spirit - <> the fall; 
Proy- 6. 18.) And therefare acknowledging-our own 


wart of ſtrength, and our own inability to ſtand with- 


out rhe aſliſtance of Gods ſpirit ; let us not be high 
mindtd; but fear, (Rom. 11. 200) And thus we have 
ſ(centhart the falls and lips of Gods Children are ma- 
ar's ; great, - which notwithſtanding 'cannor hinder 
they happineſs, becauſe chey walk notin:cthem:3 thar 
1%, they make it not their continual prattice to ive and 
dt lighr in 4in, | 


D.4, 6, Now we are come to the ſecond, which 
doth note unto us that the godly 


A. Godly man man , who» ſhall be truly happy 
dith ever walk and: bleſſed indeed ,, is far from 
with Ged. making his, life a life of ſin, as 


thac he doth rather in the whole 
courſe of the ſame, walk with God in obedience, 
- For therefore indeed is our courſe of new life com- 
pared to a way, ta ſhew that the godly muſt always 
be walking in ir from the beginning of their courſe 
unto the end of the ſame, It was the. commendati» 
ons 


Verſe 1: 


"1 Þ-: Ad : e/ | Mani. | | 
ons of Enoch and Noah, | (Gen. 5-22, 6, 7.) that not- 
withſtanding the dayes and times wherein they lived | 
were dangerous, yet they walted with God : Thar 1s, 
they conſidered more the Commandments of God, 
what he had appointed, than what was prafticed-z 
and deſired r to be approved of: God: through 
their obedience, - than through their diſobedience co- 

urchaſe the fayour of men : It was the charge given 
by God unto. Abraham, Walk before me 3. (Gen 47.) 
Thar-is, let it ever be-thy care, - that ſceing'Þ am pre- 
ſent every where, and privy to all rhy Counſels, that 
thou walkeſt as in my ſight. And this was the beſt 
Teſtimony that Solomon could give of his Father 1Da- 
vid; (1 King. 36.) that be walkid before God: intruth, 
and in righteouſneſs. Yea, this - did Miniſter comfort 
to godly Exegbias, when he thought he ſhould dye: 
(Eſay. 38. 3.) Remember O Lord, that I bave walked 
before thee in truth : And to this agreeth char of the 
Apoſtle: Paul, ( Phil. 3. 12.) Whe forgat that wbi:h 
was bebind, and mdtavoured himſelf to. that which 'w 1s 
before, -and followed bard towards the mark, to. the price; 
#) the bigh calling of God in Jeſus. Chrift. -He was, not 
like unto a vain and fooliſh man, ' who running ina 
r4ce, will be ever and anon looking back, to ſee how. 
much ground he had rid ; but his eye was alwayes 
upon the mark or goal, to conſider how much he had 
to run, how far off he was from perfeQion, ( Mat. 24-) 
and what he had more to do in his Chriſtian courie 
that he might finiſh the ſame with joy, Ir is the '< 
that makes us all 3 (1 Cor. 9g. 24. Rev. 2. 7. Rom. 13» 
12. 1 Pet. 19.) He that (hall endure to the end ſhall j# 
ſaved, Our Saviour ſaith nor there, that he that 'en-» 
dureth for a ſeaſon, but he that continuerth to theend 3 
not every one thar fighrerh, bur, he char overcometh, 
ſhall receive a Crown of life ; Theſe examples doſhew 
us how the godly have walked. And theſe, and the 
like Precepts teach us, we ſhould walk ſo as in the end 
we may be bleſſed. 


G0 2 Uſe I. 


42 DavidiBleſed Me, VerſtY. 
Uſe a ecard ens do ln we muſt 

never be weary of well-doing, ſeeing I 
-only hath the promiſe of reward ; we nor depart 

out of the Agypt of fin, and then with the ſſraelites, 

and with Lots Wife look back to the Sodom of their 


ſins, 'buc remember that thou oweſt unto God all th 

dayes-:" (1 Theſ. 3. 13.) The tyees planted in the Lords || 

beaſt bring forth fruit in their age : (Pal. 92. 13.) And, 
ey 


which door fo, (hal be hewn down, and caft into 
the fire. (Mat. 3. 10. Rev. 19.) It was the commenda- 
tion of the Church of Thyatira, That ber works were 
more at laſt than at firſt, A reproof of their folly, who 
having kepr the path of Righreouſneſs for a time, do 
after walk 4n no good way, butthink with-one jump tro 
leap into Heaven, with a, Lord have mercy on me, # the 
laſt : But know; O thou vain man tharthou muſt walk 
in the way; that js, thou muſt uſe all good means for 
the arra1ning of life and ſalvation, rhou muſt hear the 
word diligently and carefully, pray, read, &c. 

7 doubr nor but the ſerious thinking upon this, that 
God challengeth every day at our hands, yea, all the 
dayes of our life to be ſpent inhis ſervice, will reform 
many corruptions in us : For alas, the care of the 
moſt, is how they may keep credit with men, though 
ny purchaſe Gods diſpleaſure, which will rhen ſtand 
ſach m little ſtead, when all things ſhall come to re- 
ceive their dune tryal : (1 Cor. 15.) Even every work 
done in the body, whether it be good or evil. And thus much 
for the firſt part of rhe deſcriprion of a godly man, Ne- 
gatively : He doth not walk in the counſel of the wicked. 


©r(e 1 Yavide Ne 
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= Nov ſtand in the way of ſimers, 

es 

= Hat is, 2 pron doth not ſer- 

h " tle himſelf to live as wicked men The frcord 


F do, nor frame his life after cheir lewd part of the 
nd | cxample ; where we are to obſerve two deſcription of 
uto ints :- Firſt, that there is a way of « gedly may 
da- nners, in which the ungodly ſtand. negatively. 
vere | Secondly, thatthe godly ſtand notin it. 


do DogZ. 1. Firſt then, that there is a way of fſmners, 
ro | in the-which they ſtand and live, it 1s very apparent, 
che called in the Scriptures by divers names ; as by the 
alk name of the way of the ungodly : The Lord bnoweth 
for | the way of the Righttous, but the way of the wicked ſball 
the & ##15Þ. | 
Ir is rermed an evil way, The way of 
hat BY the wicked, 4 wicked way, &c. And ' Wichid wes 
the 8 by theſe wayes we are ſtill tounder- dyſcribed, 
xm | and the courſe of Life; and Conreriae 
the # rion of the wicked, wherein we are taught this Do- 
ugh | Qrine, that notwithſtanding all the means that God 
and and Man doth uſe to the contrary, the wicked mars 
re-| will ſtill perfiſt, and go on in fin, which js here un- 
vork | derſtood our of the word fland, (Gem. x. 6.) This 
uch } appeareth im the example of Cain, albeir he were 
Ne-# admoniſhed and reproved of God for his Wrath and 
[, Malice conceived againſt his Brother, yet for all that” 
Cain will pleaſe himſelf in his own way, and never 
reſt till he have ſhed the innocent blood of his own 
Brother, This is ſeen likewiſe in the example of the 
old World, when the Lord ſaw that the wickednes 
of "Matt was great , and all the imaginations of the 
Nor 8 thoughts of Wis heart were 'only evil continually, and 
how _ _ themſelves in their way, (Gen. 6. 5.) 
the Lord ſtirred up Noah the Preacher of Righteoul- 
neſs, who warned them __ God ; yer they would 
4 Ccon- 
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continue ſtill in rheir own wayes, giving themſelves 
to nothing but. eating and drinkerp,. and all exceſs, 
ti!l che flood came avd ſwept them clean away. This 
1s Clear likewiſe by the example of Pharanh, (Exod. 
9. 19.) on whom all means were aſſayed for his. Con- 
verſion; for what could the Lord do unto him that 
he did not ? He fenr Moſes and Aaron unto him, 
warning him from God to Jerthe people of Iſrarl go ; 


and ro-that end ſent judgment upon judgment, one * 


upon the neck of another, ever, terrin number 3 yer 
for all this, Phara»þ choſe rather ro. continue ſtill in 
his own way, and would none of the Lords, So 'it 
15 in, that ſaying of Solomin : (Prov. 27. 22+) Bray a 
foul in @ morter, yet will nat bis fooliſhneſs depart from 
bim. And no marvail, for the ſpirit of ſlumber hath. 
ſo covered their eyes, that they cannot (ce 3 and their 
hearts are (6 poſſeſt with ſpiritual Fornicarion, which 
makes them thus ro goa whoring from God, _ 7 
$1. Elay. 6. 3. E%.13. 3.) even haled with the fury 
of theirrown affeaions, ſnared of the Devil, and rta- 
ken of -him at his will : O mijſcrable and unha 
condition ! fearſul is the wo/ that Iyes upon all thoſe 
that thus walk in their own wayes, For moſt certain 
1t is, thar they who arc Chriſts bave Crucified the fleſh 
with the affeftions and luls, fo far as that they. have 
made choice of the Lords way, howſoever many 
rimes they may ſtumble and fall in walking therein. 
Bur of the wicked, it -may truly be ſaid of them, tbe 
way of peace bave they not known. - 


Vie 2. We heard before, that we ought not to pro» 
cced (o far with any, as to judge of rheir final eſtare 
and condition ; for that were to fit, in Gods Chain 
and to rake his office upon ' him. Yet, to fay-of 
ſome, that they are in the. ſtate of damnation, and 
(unleſs they repent) ſhall periſh-for ever, - doubtleſs 
this is not unlawful ; for as love bids me not. to de-+ 
rermine r90 ſoon z ſo not to be abuſed'roo- Jate, God 
b:ds me look upon the Tree, and judge. of the has 


Verſe 1. David: Belled Man 5 wth 


ſce thy heart th thy hand ': -But,,wherher: | 

ſhalt be finally damned, there I leave.nhie=. ;' for: ; 
may have mercy uponthee upon thy laftiRepentances.: 
I may come to a tree, and ſay, Here is little fruit 5 or 

here is no-ſruit, or, bers is bad fruit ;- bur 1 cannot 
ſay, Never fruit grow.0n it more.:: Bur alas; alas, thisy 
15-notall; thisis nor all chat wicked men are thus difer 
covered-ry men, but that the Lord will find cem-our)> 
and give them their portion-inithe-Lake. of fire. and? 
indeed this is that that ought-to.be a terrour) toall:the; 
wicked and ungodly z to conſider, that as theirheaves t 
arc hardened; and their Conſciences ſeared, ſa the- 
plagnes and punifhments- of God atrend upon them. 
(Lev. 26,)- If thay walk fubbarnly: againſt. my. and: 
wilt not obry, me, 1-will bring ſton times rmoreup'agues! 
upon thee atcarding to thy fins. , Let. us all then, a8 we: 
tender the Salvation of our awn. Souls, take hegd; un-. 
to-our paths, tharwe ſtand notin the way of\ſuaners,1 
that we fin not with delight and deliberation, it” 6 the 
very- brand of a reprobare, and ſuich' alone as God: 
harh forſaken, .Tabe. heed therefore that; thevg be (dt 401 
any..of: you an wvil-theart to depart-from-; the- (bulng "Gon 
And thus much for the;firſt point of Doarine..+ (ahar; 
there is a wayf ſinners, in the which' the wicked walks 
which leadeth unto death. 91: 1d 


Do#, 2. The ſecond point of. Do- 
Arine that doth now offer it (elf to: © A godly man 
our conſideration is this, that a god» ſins not. with 
ly man doth nor, ſettle himſelf to live. |. deliberabions -: | 
as the wicked do, nor frames:/ns hfe; - -: 0 
after theig lewd example, which is here meant, whet 
the Prophet ſaith, He doth not (land in tht way: of five 
##rs 2. yea, it is alrogether impoſlible for a godly many 
and one; thar is truly regenerate, to have in him full 
puzpole ro-fin, and"to live in fm with deliberztion, 
and ro debght in the ſame, For: a purpoſe to live ,1m 
avy. kgown fin, is 4 fign. ofa wicked. nat,  and-4 

C 5 graces 


I may fay, thou art: in the ſtare of damnation, for-1 


RY a Yavids JA &: Yan. , I. 
giateliſs heart 5 as when a man is told of his fin; of 
his 1gnorance' and: careleſneſs of 'Geds ſervice, pray- 
Irlp. ing, &e. yet till they will"be carclets and 
negligent in the ſame. So when a man 1s reproved 
for 'his ſwearing, yer ſtill will (wear 3 when a man is 
reproved- for prophaning the Sabbath, yet will pro- 
phaneit; When a man is reproved for his unclear 
neſs; drunkenneſs, malite,' &4. ' and yet for' all that” will” 
continge in thoſe ſins. Surely this purpoſe to 
ith way of ſioners, is a fearful fign of a wicked man, 
and'is. far from'a godly man, and one that is truly 
ſanRified,” which ſhall be blefſed far evermore. It | 
was # wicked ſpeech of a curſed wretch, (Exod. 5. þ 
3-2.) 1 bnow- not the 'Lord, neithir will I lit the childyen 
7 Wo £0. w was the caſe of thoſe PR 

ews, {poken of: by irony, tr. 44: 16.) We wi 
#0 'htar, nor -do, hn 2 ar we have dont. 
' And this wasichat which 'made the caſe of AHrrod fo 
fearful; ((Zfat- 6. 26.) that notwithſtanding he heard 
Fohn Baptiſt willingly, and did many things at his re- 
quell all which were good things in him, yet for all 
that he would not leave his adultery, but continue in 
It... Which P_ to fin, of all things is far from a 
, godly man, as St, Fobn ſaith, (1 Jobs 3. 9.) He that is 

horof God: frnith not, that 1s, with whole conſent, 
bur in part; and man being partly fleſh, and partly 
ſpirit, as he is Regenerarte, fin proceeds not from him, 
but as he 1s fleſh. As for the wicked, it is not ſo with 
then :* for ir is meat and drink to a wicked man to do 
the works of the Devil. Ir is wortheven our beſt con- 
ſiderntion,-. what * ſaid of ' the Apoſtle Pal, (A. 
9. 1.) that he once brearhbed out threatuings and ſlaugh- 
1 \ ig ainft © the Diſciples of 'tht "Loyd, But when was 
his 2'Evycn in the rime of his ignorance : bur afrer- 
wards he preached the ſame Goſpel which before he 
ſecuted, and -laboured ever after all the dayes of 

1s life, to build up rhe Church of God, which | be- 
fore he had lahoured ro pull down. And this ap- | 
pears in David, in Peter, - in Mary Magdalen," &re. 

ho (Luke 7.) 
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Verſe i. Davids Bleſſed Met 4) 
(6, 9.) who after had once ef the ſnares 
rp 2h} ery dedi ever after, __—_ life 


to the ſervice _—_— Pao Exhortation Lo = 
Ax we tot lans : (Col. 3' 7- Eb. 5. 8. 
gr regs now art light in the Lor 
walk as childrm of light. By theſe, and the like 
.cxamples it doth-appear, that the godly: land not in: 
the way of finners 3 that is, take no liberty to them» 
ſelves, to live in the cuſtom and practice of any 
known fin. | 


ft 1. This may ferve inthe firſt place to reprove 
fauch kind vf fſmners, as: are fo far hm leaving theic 
fins, and walking with God in obedience of life, 
that they arc not ro defend their ſins. TelF 
the-ſwearer of his fwearing,' and blaſpheming of the 
hame 'of God, he 'will anſwer, that he hopeth he: 
may fwear, ſo long as he ſwears nothing but Truth,. 
tell the coverous man of his coverouſneſs, he will an- 
ſwer for it, he muft make the beſt of his own, and he 
muſt be a good Husband ; So, tell the drunkard-of 
his drunkenneſs, and fearful abuſing of the 
— wi $0 Dy neſs. 
| z re man s pride, 
EE 1s anfwer Irie the faſhion, and 
he doth. as others do. is riot this, To fland in the way: 
of frantys ? is nor this ro- commir fin with delight, and” 
to ſay as Pharaoh, Herod and the Jews, (Exod 19. 
Mark 6. Fir. 44. We will not repent, we will not leave our 
fs, bur continue-im them, ler God and man ſay what 
the Bev po _ ego Pnd-vas prays 
as the Apoſtle ith, Heap-up nrath againſt the- day; 


Ui 2, We are all-here admoniſhed, as we love: 
our own ſouls; 'ro'rahe heed of this, that we never- 
fin with am high hand againſt God, wittingly and? 
willingly : But if we Hear: fins reproved, let us. kave 
it be it never: @ pleafanr or proficable 3 hes ws.de: 


48 Davids Bleſſed Man, Verſes. 
# Ike thatgood King -Foſias, 2" King./22+ Who. hearing 
the book of the Law read' unto/him;- his heart -melt- 

ed within him, and he wept for his fins 3 for ſo: lon 

as we have in us a purpoſe to live in fin, ir 15 1mpoſlt- 
ble that we thould ever fear God, or truly repent : 

Ler vs pray with David, (Pſalm 19. 12, 13.) Lord 

beep thy ſervant from preſumptuo:es fin ! And. let us knows 

that if we regard, «thar is'to' (ay, love: wicked menin 
aur: hearrs, (Prav/ 8% 6: ind lake 2 purpoſe to:live 
in fin, God will not regard our Prayers, nay; /allwe 
do is abomination to the Lord : ſay thou therefore 
anto laughter 3 'Thoy art mad- :* Pronounce the wayes 
of the wicked to be bur vain ſay unto thine own 

Soul, I will have uothing to do - with ths wayes of ,ini+ 

gvity : - And this wilt give thee courage when thou 

ſhalr come to look Chriſt Jeſus inthe face; when thou 
canſt ſay wirh the! Apoſtles, - (#ſats! 1 gi: L7- JoLords # 
have forſaken all to follow thee : Oh blefſed'is the ſervane, 

(Mat: 24. 46.) whom . bis Maſter: when be .cameth ſhalk 

find ſo doing. | | 


We $: Laſt of all we learns here:a notable difference 
berween the child of: God regenerate, and a-wicked 
mary z-He that- is: born of; God; and. whly' Regener 
rate, he doth not commir ſin with fulb-purpoſet and 
conſent of wil), bur againfthis will'; ſo 85-he can'rru+ 
ly fay* with' Paxi, CRom. 19: 115.) The tuil thet I-would 
20 dv, that do I + That is, Tam drawn through the 
corruption of nature, and-the remptayians- of; Satan, 
to do char-evil which 1 +hate- and, conremn-., But the 
wicked mah fins with-full conſent and parpoſe,i», I, fin» 
and wonld noc fin, faith the Godly minn+7. I fit. and 
will fin, ſaith the wicked man. Yea; Whatsſeryice 
ſoever the Regenerate man doth give unto fin, it 1s 
like that ſervice thar 1a gaveulnto Pharath 10- Agyt, 
compelled and wrupg - out of chem» by' oppreſlion, 
which made them ſigh, and:cry unto God-to bo.caſed 
of rhe-1ame. - But the (ervice. which: he doth give une 
to.the Lord,is voluntary: and cheerfyl, Well, (Gene 


4 , 


I verſe 9, Davids Bleſſed Mar. 
this point, this is the- ſum: know, xhis, whoſaever 
thou art, :thar- if” thou ſland in! the; way; of ſinners, 
thar 1s, rakeit liberty.ro chy (elf ro live-1n-any, kpown 
fin, thou canſt have no allurance that choy arr yer 
within the Covenant of Grace 3 Blefledneſy iy. no- part 
of thy portion: He muſt become a New-reature , 
that ſhall enter into New Jeruſalem, -- And thus much 
for:the ſecond part of | rhe, deſcripzion of 4 Godly 
man, 4 ae _ fe not. fland - in the ey of ſit» 
Bers, 
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" Nor ſi mn wY ſeat of the ſcornful: 


YL ſeat bs ſcornfub,, he meaneth., _.... .., 
P, here the. fcllowiip,, and, ſociery,, _. The, Third 
che angodly : So that; the meaning: - part . of -the 
of. the | Prophet -Dawud ,. here in. ;rhus, Bj Fas of 
lace is ,..that the . godly, man , who . a & 
{ be this blefied/ man here ſpoken negatively. 
of, 'will, not converſe -with- thoſe men; + 
nor” be familiar, with thoſe that. make a ;m0ck of all © 
Religion, and ,opeuly. profeſs AMPA ay ol 
word (fitting) doch, import ( A 
in evil, that a man;meangth nor bo. J 
in, which. words, as 1a former, . 6 AL ) 
der theſe wo. points ;, Firſt, that. chere 15, | 
the ſcornful, in the which the wicked. fit ; and ſe; 
condly; that the godly do. poefin ja je.) 10 - "4 


| ' 4 tiyeeſolg, et For firſt,, r 
A ET 7m oy 
ir uſtice, an 
ſeem to be,:(1' Reg. 10, 18;) which Snancs erctied - 
The fecond is. of, Do&rine, . as our orbit Chriſt 
Ro of rhe, Seribes. and. Phariſces,. They fit. is Moles 
$12; 
a ix <0 a Seat Or. Chair .of the. ; ſcgrny 
ful; Fabry ofin.this Plalm, ny 
13: 
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"0 Davids Frſed Men. Verſe 1. 


This fin of ſcorning hath ics firſt being from che 
root-of pride, which 1s the roor from whence this 
fm of -(corning” doth ſpring : - and indeed it is the 
fruic of pride, and jr is the nature of men, who are 
tainted with this fin of pride, to ſuppoſe rhat they 
are betrer” than others, and therefore in regard of 
themſelves, - they do conremn and deſpiſe another 2 
If they have Wealrh, they diſpiſe any other that! is 

er than themſelves. © Honour makes them (well 

in diſdain of their poor Brethren , their Wiſdom, 
learning, ſtrength, uty, friends, eloquence, all 
theſe lift men up wich Pade, and makes them to 
ſcorn thoſe that are under them : and this comes to 
paſs, not in reſpe& of Riches themſelves, or honour, 
or beauty, or the ' like 5 but jn reſpe& of our cor- 
pr re, whithis ſo trady'to 'abuſe*themi-to lor 
condemnation. 'But'(O'man) why art thou- thus 
mp; with pride? thon waſt bur Eatth; 'thou art 
| s thou ſhalt be "bur Worms meat: 'T pray 
what great caufe hath eatrh, 'br fleſh, or worms mear 
to be proud ? We were all of us born in fin, we live 
in" miſery, 2s we (hall dye in What 


hath fin of (miſery, or cbrraptioe t6 be ' proud, 
bet wb He ? Boles the manifold infirmities 
that we are ſubjJeft unty here, and the innumerable 
Diſeaſes that'ate ready to hiipperi ano win this Life 2 
all reaching us this ſame Lefſon, ts be humbled ane 
lowly of mmd, ' | 
And in this Seat the wicked and ly do caſe 
themſelves, and take their delight, as ſomerimes Ba- 
Win did, 'Who-wviuhred fo much, that ſhe' did fir as 
Jen and (bould- fre 10 nor: # it: were "i ſcorti 
all chat God could 6 , e924, 40 271 
And this was the cafe of the curſed Pheradh, who 
ſeemed to mock God to his face, wheti he ſaid, 7 know 
not the Lord, neither will 7 let the Child/e of Ural go, 
Exod. 9g. So then the Dorine that we gather hence 
from the Text is this, <__— 
Dvtt. 2» 
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Verie 1. Davids Bleſſed Man, 


Doft. 3. Thar evil men do not uſa- 
ally make a ſtay in fin, when at firſt Wicked men 
they have commirred it, but they proceed by de- 
proceed by degrees ro be worſe and grees to be 
worſe, fallmg one miſchief ro exceeding ſin- 
another : Firſt, the Devil will ſuggeſt ful. 
evil rhoughts unto a man , his evil 
thoughts do role on conſent, conſent breederh ation, 
aQion bringeth cuſtom, and cuſtom begetreth a ,ng- 
ceſſity in ſinning, which is the fore-runner of Death, 
This appeareth in Cain, jn Pharaoh, and in Judas , 
who by ſteps and degrees io finning came ar the laſt 
to be hardned in fm. As in Judas, who was at the 
firſt 4 cunning Difſembler z ſecondly, a ſecret Thief 3 
_ a bold Lyar; fourthly @ Traytor ; and laſt- 
ak eprobate : And chus wicked met, as it'is in 
the Pſalm, They fall from one wic th another : 
And as we fee it clear m the word df this Texr: 
from walking, to ſtanding, and from ſtanding ſtock 
ſtill in fin, at length chrough cuſtom, come to Tye 
down and wallow in fin: happy then is that man 
that ſinneth leaſt ! yea next, he that runneth unco 
God ſooneft : bur moſt woful ts the 'eftate of him 
thar goeth on in fin, _——_— ——— þ 
to 'work wickedneſs in the fight. Be lirg (Ph 
69.17. Fer. 13. 23-) MM, eek followeth , 
(Heb. to. 26.) Can tht Black-moor change bis chin, 
or thi Leopard bis ſpots : Then may they do good who 
have acc themſe/ves to do tvilt. Where the Pro- 
pher ſhewerth, thar cuſtom jn fmning is almoſt an in« 
chrble Diſcaſe, This is a lamentable | 
js a. fearful of God" for' a man thus ro be 
tefr over to himſelf, to fall thus feom 
ther, and to heap together 2 great meaſare againſt 
day of wrath, Pfalm eighty one," verſe eleven : 
nd the cauſe of all this in a man, is his diſobedience 
towards his God : , for this dorh the make 
clear,” when he ſaith, My prople wonld not btar wy 
vice, and Ifracl would bave nene of me; Sol gave bim 
wp 


 v: | Davids Bleſſed Man.” 


PI unto hardneſs of beart , and they haut walked in thijr 


own counſels? VVhere the Prophet David theweth, 


that ſeeing they would not be reclaimed and -reform- 
ed, as in mercy towards them the Lord Almighty 
vouchſated them the means of Reformation , his 
Word ; therefore the Almighty gave them over unto 
the hardneſs of cheir own hearts, that ſo they mighe 


fill up the meaſure of thijr iniquities. 1 Thels. -2. 46: 


and the juſt -wrath and vengeance of the Almighty. 
right then fall upon them, | 


Uſe 1. Hence we are taught, how dangerous a-thing, 


it is to give any entertainment uffro fin at-rhe firſt , 
it will bring a man to the height of fin in the end, 
even openly to profeſs it, and to praftiſe it with; de- 

nce of fin, ſo. as. by. cuſtom. men. come to,judge of 
fin-to be no fin 3. yea, -it, makes it. very. natural. to-a 
man, ſo as ſuch men, who at firſt would have. been. 
aſbamed to. have been ſeen amongſt lewd Company, 
yet by cuſtom have gotten ſuch an habit of fin, f Fer. 
$-15-) that they have grown. to be very' impudent, 
and ſhameleſs T4 Thamar, who aj the firſt. did) Play 
the whore with a vail, as being, aſhamed to'be ſeen, 
buz. afrerwands grew . more. 4mpudent.; ſo miny a 
man would have bluſhed. to have been heard ſwear, 
tobe ſeen drunk, .to be . found. in, unchaſt company, 
but chrough cuſtom. have, grown ſg,1mpudent,: that, 
they afterwards, would bluſh at nothing, and. when 
2. man takes the, chair of, fin, and ſis down.in.it , 
and hath got z.cuſtom, and taken gelghe in fin, how, 
bard. a, thing.is, it for-a;man to leave-rhar fin? .( Jer. 
13-35) He that. hath got an habit, and. Follom. of 
ſwearing, as he grows ef in it,. fo. how, hard-+ 
ly. doth he leave it 7 And fo of drunkenneſs., &c, 
A nail knockt into a poſt with many blows, is hardly 
pulled.out ; and fin, often commirted. and; grown fa, 
miliar, wich a., man, through cuſtom, 15s! harely lefr, 
Cuſtom js. like a ſtrong ſtream, it carriech a man ne 

"0 


erie 1” 


he and greedincfs.;/-cyſtom in. fin -rakerh away. all- 
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Verſe . Davids-Þ1 Je 1a 2 535 
all fin with violence: and as a man by continual 1a- 
bour ſo hardneth his hand that it becometh ſenflefs ; 
ſo cuſtom in fra hardneth the hearr, that a mans Con» 
ſcience becometh fencele(s. 
,, This muſt teach. us to repent betimes, not to ſuf- 
fer fin to come to ſuch an head that ir is more hkel 
to maſter a man, than a man it: for if thou doe 
not repent this day, thou wilt find it harder to re- 
pent to morrow ; thy ſelf growerth weaker, 
thy iniquity ſtronger. Cuſtom is a Tyrant Note. 
Monet _— be reſiſted, therefore ir = 
thy wiſdom to repent with fpecd, to delay 
no longer, but while it is called yg break off 
thy fans, and to turn to God for mercy. ' 


Uſe 2. We are taught hence, that ſecing wicked 
men 'do grow worſe and worſe, otiny fo 
and irring all iniquity even with greedineſs , 
(1 Pet. 2.3.) ſo their damnation doth not ſep, 
— wy rd - Almight yo Rig ho 

ea 
ar their heels, and in the end) will overt them, 
Thos ir was with the old world ; what'an heap of 
ſins had they gathered rogerher, adding fin unto fin, 
as drunkenneſs unto thirſt ! Bur when the meaſure 
of their iniquity was full, the Lord God was at hand 
with his judgments, and they could not eſcape. ' This 
was the caſe of the ſinful Sodomites, whoſe fins- cxy» 
ed upto Heaven for vengeance: (Gen. 18. ) how- 
ſoever they may glut themſelves with fin, . and drink 
down iniquity like water, it was but for a ſea(on ; the 
Lord would be no longer provoked by their wicked 
and finful lives, but ſent down fire and brimſtone 
from Heaven upon them; Every fin doth help: ſome- 
what to encreaſe the weight, and to fill up- the meas 
ſure of a wicked mans iniquity. And that God which 
keeperh a” Regiſter of their works, (Mat; 12. 35+) 
will one day give unto every man according unto his 


works ; (Rev. 20+ 12.) And when they ſhall go the 
way 


Verſe 1. 
way of all fleſh, they ſhall then ſay, What bath pride 

ofited us, and what bath the ps Riches brought us 
to? When they ſhall ſee thar all the dayes of their 
life they have wearied themſelves in vain, and then 
ſhall be plunged into irrecoverable and intollerable 
Torments; 


Uſe 3. This may ſerve to reprove ſuch as relying 
upon their own Righteouſneſs, Knowledge, Strength , 
and Godlineſs, dare converſe, and keep company 
with notorious Atheiſts, Papifts, Mock-Gods, Swear- 
ers, Swaggerers, Drunkards, &c. By which means 
it 15 juft wirh God, that they not ſhunning the + occa- 
fions of ſm, are perverted by them: ro their own de- 
ſtruction. And no leſs worthy of reproof are thoſe 
kind of men or women, that link themſelves, or their 
children in Lows - with- ſuch as .— vite, wicked , 

, irreligious : Alas, what agreement 15 
there berween Chriſt and Bilial , God and; the Dewl, 
Lighr and Darkneſs, a | Believer, and an Infidel, to 
have ſuch neer conjunBion and fellowſhip with them ? 
How can ſuch eſcape and not be polluted with their 
fin? And becauſe men and women m this march 
make no berrer choice, bur marry for Love of money, 
beauty, or the like, rather rhan for Religion, Vertae, 
or for the fear of God; it cometh to paſs, rhat the 
live together moſt uncomfortably, and m great dil- 
contentment. 


Nor fit in the ſeat of Scorners. 


Y Scorners in this place, are meant ſuch wicked 
men as are both hardned in fin; and live # wick- 
ed life 3 ſuch as are become ſtubborn and rebellious 
ſinners , profeſſing all impiery, contemning God 
and Man; ſuch as being confirmed with the long 
praiſe of ſin, and a bad Life, have got a habit of 
ſin, and can do nothing elſe but fin, and deſpiſe oe 
x 5 


Verſe 1, Iavids Bleſſed Mar, 
good duties, and make a ſcoff at all Religion. 


Dofi. 2. Hence we learn this Do- 
Qrine, that this is the property ofa The mark of 
wn cy lewd m_ wicked man, to oo lewd and 

e a mock 0 and god]lj- td man. 

neſs, to make a — all Re iow 
and every Chnitian duty : and ſuch a man is come 
unto a wonderful height of fin, and is notoriouſly 
wicked and ungodly. So iris ſaid, that curſed Chan 
mocked his Father Nsab, and Ihmar! mocked Godly 
Jaac, becauſe as it 1s like, Ihmael ſeeing Godly Iſaac, 
— ſome holy Duty of Religion ,- Prayer , 
hankſgiving, or the like, he laughed him to ſcorn : 
' The Athenians mocked Panl, (Af. 7: What will 
this babler ſay? So the Scribes and Phariſees mocked 
our Saviour Chriſt, (Mat. 26. 28 ) ſaying : Hall / 
King of the Fews : The Jews mocked St. Piers Ser- 
mon , ſaying, Theſe men &e full of new Wine: (Afts 
A oy of Bethel —_ _ 

ophet, ſaying, (2 Kings 2. 22.) Go 
head. This was the complaint of Godly Fereny \ 
(Fer. 20. 9.) O Lora Tl an in derifon dayly, tvery one 
mocketh me, And avit was, foir is ſtill, and will be; 
the world is full of ſuch lewd and wicked men, fuch 
mock-gods, that mock and mow at all good duties, 
ſcoffing and ſcorning all Religion, flouring and mil. 
uſing Gods fairhfn! Minifters, rail upon them, and 
revile them: yea, if any man fear God, make Con- 
ſcience of good duties, to hear the Word 6f God 
diligently and carefully, ro read, pray in his Vamily, 
&c. and will not (wear with the ſwearer, drink with 
the drunkard, and run with wicked men into all ex- 
ceſs of riot : this man ſhall be mocked and pointed 
at, and called ar by rhe name of Puritan, and Precifi- 
an, and 1 know not what, and can very hardly en- 
dure their Company. Now theſe kind of men, theſe 
ſcoffing [hmarls, and curſed Cham: , though they 
ſcem ro be never ſo honeſt and civil , yer __ 


5 _. Davids Bleſed Man. Verſer. 


of God- paints them our in theircolours, as the moſt 
vile and wicked men that live in the world, becauſe 
they contemn and deſpiſe, they mock. and ſcorn God's 
word, and thoſe that be moſt dear anro God. 


Uſe 1. Let all ſuch ſcorners, and ſcoffmg mates 
take heed, (Prov. 3. 32+) for as they be moſt abos 
Minable 1n the fight of Almighty God, fo they ſe 
dom or never eſcape unpuniſhed. Look on thar 
curſed Cham, fcoffing Thmael ; behold God's venge- 
ance upon theſe two and forty youngſters, thar mock- 
ed the Prophet Elizzew : what became of them that 
mocked and miſ-ufed the Prophers of rhe Lord ? what 
became of thoſe that mocked and miſ-uſed our Sa- 
yiour Chriſt? - 

And ler Men but-obſerve it, and mark ir well, 
(Eazy: 37.) and they ſhall clearly ſee ſome Tokenor 
other of God's Vengeance , upon the- heads of ſuch 

wretches : yea, let all ſuch wicked men 
know that they be too much their own foes, in that 
hare the Godly, mock God's Miniſters, rail up- 
on his ſervants ; they. fare the better for them every 
day they riſe : whatſoever \wicked and ungodly 
men have and enjoy, it is for the godly's fake; for 
if it were not for them, and their ſakes , the, Sun 
would ſcarce ſhine upon them, the Heavens would 
fall nu chem, the Earth would open her mourh , 
and {wallow them , the fire would burn them), the 
water would drown them, and a!l the Creatures of 
God would arm themſelves againſt them : And there- 
fore the children of God (as one faith) are like a 
iece of Cork caſt into the Sea, full of Nails, the cork 
= them up, which otherwiſe would fink of them- 
ſelves one by one. Nowthen, what a folly and mad- 
neſs is this to hate them, to mock them, and to mil- 
uſe rhem by whom they fare the better every day they 
riſe ? 

Sceing wicked men are fo ill affeted ro God and 
his Children, becauſe they love the Devil, and es 

is 
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Verſe:; Davids Bleſſed Man. ———_ 


his Vaſſals, and theſe belong to God : Let us herein 
be like- ro'God .qur- Father, and moſt, unlike: wicked 
men 3 let us love Gods children, and make much of 
thoſe that fear the Lord, and ler us delight.in their 
company 3 for as the tormer is a fign of- a notorious 
wicked man, ſo this is a ſign of a Godly man : (Pſab 
15+ 4-) He deſpiſcth a vile perſon, and mabeth much of 
theje that fear the Lord. © Again, bereby we bnow that we 
leve God; if we love the brethren. Again, (1 Job. 2.) 
All my dulight is in. the Saints, and ſuch as excel in wer- 
twe, Such. as be Religious, fear God, and- live a god- 
ly life : Theſe be to be beloved, be 'chey never fo 

r. It is lamentable to ſce the courſe of the world, 
et a lewd man come into company that is notorious 
wicked, an Arheiſt, a blaſphemqus wretch, one that 
laughs at God and all goodneſs, a Drunkard, or the 
like, this man ſhall be too roo welcome, and we will 
eat and drink, and be merry with him.-— Bur ters 
godly man, a Prophet of the Lord, a. faithful and 
zealous Miniſter come into our company , we are 
weary of him, we. cannot endure his Company, he 
marres all our mirth, we cannot be merry 'for him. 
Thus we ſay, O ungodly and wicked wretahes/- thay 
mayſt as well ſay, thou canſt nor be merry when God 
s-preſent. _He' that. drſpiſeth 'yout'g" deſpiſith me. * Such 
men as theſe only delight in wickedne6 3" Andthus 
much for the firſt-part of the deſcription of a godly 
man, negatively deſcribed: He deth not walk in the 
counſel of the wicked : He doth not fland in the =y + 4 
funtrs, nor doth he ſit in the ſeat By ſcorners. 
God of his infinite mercy grant that we may not doy 
nor give the leaſt way to our defires 10 any evil. Amen, 
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VERSE 2. 


But his delight is in the Law. of the Lord, 
and in his' Law doth hemeditate both Day 
- and' Night; 


Icherto we have heard: a god- 
ly man deſcribed : Firſt, Ne- 
gatively, ſhewing what evils 
\moſt carefully-ſhun-and avoid; 

Now he cometh to his deſcription affirmatively, ſhew- 
ing wher ge good things he doth moſt carefully - embrace 

. In this deſcription firſt note the Chriſtian duty 
and- holy praftiſe of a Godly and Righteons man : 
namely to be much, and often in ſerious and Chri- 


ſtian meditation. 
Secondly 


2 O2T7Dn nn MH RO £4=> a 


QA 


bad OK. on hd dd 


Verſe 2, Davids Bleſſed Mex. 
ſures, prefermenrs, or profit, as carnal men do, 
which mind nothing but - earthly rhings : bur he” is 
converſant in the Holy Scriptures, doth ſericufly ſtu- 
dy the Word of God ; his. mediration is concernin 
the Law, that is, the Heavenly Dodrine , which 
ſhews che Will of God, and his Worſhip, what 
WI to believe and do to Kternal 


Thirdly, the circumſtance of times is carefully 
to: be conſidered : for the godly man doth not, now 
and then by ſtarcs and firs, like a man in-an A 
read, ſtudy, and meditate the Word and i 
of God : but ir is his daily ſtudy, and continual ex- 
erciſe : not that we ſhould imagine he doth nothing 
elſe, bur the-meaning is, he ſerteth ſome time apart 
dayly to ſerve God, ſome rime to read, ſometime to 


heargzand ſomerime to- meditate ; yea, ofrentimes 


he beſtowerh ſome part of the mghr, when ſame be 
at reſt and ſleep, and beſtoweth it ors Gods ſervice , 
nngey mind on Heaven, and Heavenly > 

Firſt, in that the ſpirit of Almighry God-/deſcri-' 
beth a Godly man, not only by leaving and- avoid 
lewd Company and the Countel of the V Vicked, but 


alfo by living well, and framing: himſelf tro. ſtudythe 
Scriptures, and to lead his Life hereafrer. - 


Do#F. 1. Hence I gather this Dodrine, that it is 
not ſufficient for- the leading of a- godly Life, which 
may both pleaſe God, and bring comforr to a' man's 
own Soul, not to abſtain from evil, bur he nuuſt alfa 
do well'z not-only not to do evil, but ro do» goods; 
Ir is not enough-to prove a man+to be a godly man , 
and a ſohnd Chriſtian, that he carcfully ſhun and 
avoid the lewd counſel and Company of wicked men : 
but he muſt alſo be as careful ro medirate on the Law 


«| of God Day and Night. And therefore as in this place, 
hri Outs in the Holy Scriptures they are both joyn» 


cr 


» (Efay. 1416, Pſal, 34+) ceaſe from Fs 
. cars 


9 Davids Bleſed Mai. Verſe 2; 


learn to-do well :. eſchew evil, and do good, and thou ſhalt 
live for 'ever. 1 1 Mat. 3.10.) The Axe 35 'put to the root 
of theTree, every Tree that ' bringeth not forth good fruit, 
©; Mark, Chriſt ſaith;-not only every Tree thar 
1s- barren, and bringeth forth no fruit, good or bad : 
nor every one that bringeth forth evil frun ; bur, char 
bringeth. not . forth good fruit is hewtn down, and caſt into 
Gen (Mat. 25. 4.) and at the laſt day the Lord 
will (ay to the wicked, Depart ye curſed : not for robbing 
the poor of Meat, Drink, or Apparel, or caſting them 
out of doors, but for want of ſhewing mercy. ro 
them. Nows: the Net of God's Law and the Goſf- 
pel carches all ſorrs of Fiſhes 3 God calls his Servants 
into his Vineyard ar the firſt time of+-their age, 
others at Noon-tide of their Ape, and others at the 
laſt, -or old time of their Age ; The Wind of Gods 
Grace blows where ir liſterh : God will not ſtay. rail 
man 1s at -leiſure to. repent, no he: will rake a wick+ 
ed man off in the midſt, of his Delights, in the midſt 
of his Glory, as he did Be/hazgar and Herd , and the 
rich manin the Goſpel; we read- that Divis was a 
wealthy man, and that moreover he fared deliciouſly 
every day, and. was cloarhed with purple and - fine 
Linnen, vet for al! this his Damnation did not” ſleep 
all chis while ;. for though he was a Rich man, yet for 
all that he was not a godly man, but rather a wicked 
man, for be had no charity in him to poor Lazarus, 
he enjoyed all that the World could afford, yer he 
was not puniſhed as we can read of , or had any af- 
flitions or croſſes ; yer all this doth not make him a 
godly man, bur rather a wicked man: for God's wrath 
was heaped up for him againſt the day of wrath, and 
at. the laſt thrown 4nto Hell, both Body and Soul, 
Job was a godly man, yet he ſuffered afflition and 
trouble in this life; God begins with his own chil- 
dren firſt, bur he ends'with the wicked. 

A Chriſtians Life doth confiſt of rwo parts, fo (et 
down by the Apoſtle Paul , Abhor that which 5s 
fvil, there is one half; and cleave to that which is 
£004, 
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good, | Rom. 12. 9. there is the other half ; If any 
want the former or the latter, he ts bur half a Chri- 
ſtian, and ſo ſhall- at laſt come ſhorr of a reward : 
And therefore this is a property to all the Command- 
ments of God, thar where any vice is forbidden, the 
contrary vertue is commended, and where any vertue 
1s commended, the contrary vice 1s forbidden. The 
owner of an Orchard is not contented that his Trees 
bear not naughty fruit, ' bur if they bear not good 
fruit he will hew them down as fuel for the fire. Ir 
is not enough for ZACHEUS that he be no more an 
Extortioner : but if he will become a true Convert 
indeed, he muſt make reſtirution of all chat he hath 


—_— gorten. (Lube 9. 8. Fam. 2.25.) Theſe 


and the like examples make this Dofrine apparent 
unto us, that for the leading of a godly life, it is nor 
ſufficient thar:a man» do no evil 3 Nor to walk in the 
council of the wiched, nor fland in the way of ſinners; 
nor fit in the ſeat of the ſcornſul, but he muft do good ; 
his dilight is in the Law of the Lord, and in bis Law 
doth be meditate both Day and Night. 

But the faſhion of this World is only to walk in pride, 
and hve in fin, and though one fin doth nor reign in 
all Ages alike, the faſhion of this World doth change 
even astheir wickedneſſes and finful courſes' do, even 
from badto ſtark naught ; the faſhion and' conformi- 
ty of this World, and the heart of a wicked man 1s bur 
counterfeit; The World 15 like a Theatre decked and 
trimmed for a ſmall time, and when the aRion isdone, 
the hangings and trimmings are taken away, all is bare 
and unſcemly ; ſuch 1s the condition of this world, 
and of wicked men, the inventions of wicked men 
together with the envy of Satan hath altered the fa- 
ſhion of this Age : from true charity to hardneſs of 
heart, from - pure Religion to dulneſs of Conſcience, 
ſrom keeping the Sabbath holy and -undefiled, to a' 
prophanation and negle& cf that great duty : wicked 
and ungodly men are and have been in all Ages, ſcof- 
fers and deriders of good men : that hath been their 

D 


kind 


| 


\ 
ſ 


| 62 Davids Bleſſed Man. Verſe 2. | 


kind of walking, in St. Peters, and Sr. Paxls: time, - 


they were full of Malice and Envy, for when they 
ſpake of the truth, the Wicked Men cryed out, - Be- 
hold theſe men are full of New Wine. In 7obn the 
Baptiſis ime, when he came to preach, and to tell 
thoſe ungodly men that they muſt repent, for the 
Kingdom of Sod was at bop though he came nei- 
ther eating nor drinking, yet they envied him, and 
ſaid he had a Devil, then when our Saviour" came, 
and Preached unto them the forgiveneſs of fins, "they 
preſently cryed out upon him , and ſaid, He came 
Earing and Drinking, and that he was a Companion 
for Publicans and Sinners, and a Glutton, and a 
Wine-bibber z Such 1s the envy of this World, and 
the Malice of wicked men ; that ler Godly men be 
never ſo ſtri& or auſtere in the courfe of their life, 
as Jobn the Baptiſt, nor ever ſo friendly as our Savi- 
our, bur ſtill this crew of wicked and nngoddly men 
will ſtill be cenſuring them though for no 'cauſe. So 
likewiſe of St, Paul, when he had eſcaped the ſhi 
wrack , and was warming himſelf by the fire fi 
with the reſt of his Company, and they ſeeing a Vi- 
per leap upon his hand, they preſently cenſured him 
to be a (ore Murtherer, or ſome notorious ſinner : 
thus good and Godly Men are ſtil! ſubje& ro the Ca- 
lumny and wicked reproaches of ungodly and final 
men : theſe men do not walk by rhe Law of God, bur 
they do fitin rhe ſeat of the ſcornful. 

This ſerves to reprove moſt men in the World, as 
no godly men indeed, nor ſound | Chriſtians : for 
moſi ren do think, if they can ſay, I thank God, 
I do no body any harm, nor ſay them harm 3; I am 


neither Whore nor Thief ; I am neither Blaſphemer, 


Drankard, &£. all is then well, wy be as good 
Chriſtians as the beſt, and ſhall as well be ſaved as 
the beſt Preacher of them all. Yea, but you fee 
here, a Godly Man muſt nor only abſtain from evil, 
But meditate on the Law of God, not only ceaſe from 
evil, but do good : Look on the places of hy 
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before named : Deborah pronqunceth a heavy cure, 
ay Mere, not for hurting or hindring the people 
of God, bur becauſe they did not help them. againſt 
the energies of God : 'And ſo the Axe and, curſe of 
God be upon all thoſe that be nor as careful to 
do good, as to eſchew evil. St. Pau! prefeſſcrh that 
he was a man of an upright life, and one that was 
unrebukable ro the World, and yet profeſſeth thar 
all this was but as dung without the Righteouſneſs of 
Clrift, Phil. 3. 4 It were good if our civil honeſt 
men (as we call them) would confider this, they ſtand 
upon this, they defie all the World, who can ſay, 
black is their eye ? They ſay no Body harm, nor do 
none : well, grant that they ſay, (which is impoſli- 
ble) chough they could abſtain from all outward evil, 
as ſwearing, lying, drunkenneſs, whoring, pride, 
envy, &c. ſo as no man could lay any of theſe to 
their charge, yet here 1s bur a half Chriſtian, but 
one part of this life 3. for he muſt not only, ſhun evil, 
but do good, not only to. bring forth evil fruit 1s dam- 
nable, butnot to bring forth good fruit ; and in the 
day of Judgment Chriſt will proceed againſt men, 
not only for doing evil, bur eſpecially for not doing 


Secondly, if ſuch. as abſtain from- groſs evils, be 
in danger of damnation for want of doing good, that 
is to: ſay, becauſe they have: not led a godly life, he- 
ſtowed much time in hearing and reading the Scrip- 
tures, praying and calling on Gods Name, doing 
works of mercy and equity to men, how much more 
thoſe that abſtain from no evil, but break our into all 
kinds of wickedneſs and prophaneneſs; ſuch as make. 
a mock of. Religion, and ſeldom or never come. to 
hear the word preached or taught, but atvound 1n all 
kind of fin and iniquity : If the Rich Man be dam- 
ned that did not give of his Bread to feed the Poor ! 
Good Lord ! what ſhall become of thoſe that have 
taken away the Bread of the Poor ? that all their Life 


haye drunk down iniquity as it were water ? their 
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damnation doth not fieep : I} theſe things be done to 
the green Tree, what (hall become of the dry Tree ? In 
a word, if the not doing of good ſhall be iſh'd {o 
ſeverely as we have heard ; Oh ! what will become of 
thoſe, whoſe lives abound in all manner of fin and im- 
piety, whoredom, drunkenneſs, &c. where ſhall ſuch 
ſinners as theſe appear, if the others which have ſeem- 
ed to have been juſt and righteous men, ſhall not be 
faved ? (Pſalm 50. 22.) O conſider this, ye that forget 
| God, leſt be tear you in pieces, and there be none that can de- 
liver you. 


But his delight # in the Law of the Lord. 


FT Hat is, the Godly Man, who is truly blefſed and 
mapP)> doth wonderfully love, and » gady 
affeted with the word of any God, hath 
exceeding delight and joy in the DoArine of God, 
wen” 17 is revealed the will of God, whereunto 
man muſt be careful ro frame and conform all their 
defires, thoughts, words and deeds ; becauſe herein 
* 1s chalked our, and declar'd the very high way to 
Erernal Life and Salvation ws 2-5 let every God- 
ly man keep the Sabbath undefiled 3 for the Lords 
ay 1s a day that we muſt reſt fromall worldly thoughts, 
and purchaſe wealth and treaſures for our ſouls, me- 
ditating on the Law of God, ard thinking on the 
Death, Pafſion, and Reſurre&ion of Jeſus Chriſt : 
- this day we muſt avoid fin, and have no corrupt Com- 
munication come our of our mouths ; for il] words 
_ ill manners, and thruſts all goodneſs out of 
oOrs. 
Three wayes God makes himſelf known to a 
man , 
1. By natural reaſon which 1 the Lawof Nature, 
which Law 1s wricten in the hearts of mcn, 


2. By 
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2. By his book of the Scripture, for there is his 
will fully ſer down, which we muſt do by reading and 
I” on it day and night. 
F God reveals his will by humane inſtruRions, 
and by an Evangelical way z which is inſpired by fairh- 
and obedience into the hearts of his Miniſters; for 


by reading of his word, we reveal the pleaſure and 
will of God. 


5 Py WW cw WW WF 


DodF. 2. Hence then we are taught this Doarine, 
that it is a ſpecial notre and property of a godly man, 
to pertorm Chriſtian duties to God willingly and cheer- 
fully, and ro make them his delighr and joy. 

Indeed it is worthy, yea, thrice worthy to be de- 
-lighted in, both in regard of the Author of this Law, 
| which is God ; as alfo in reſpeR of the Authority 
/ of jr, which is manifold. In regard of God the Au- 
thor of it, ir is to be delighred in, who is the only crue 

and everlaſting God, 1 Coy. 8. 6. Of whom are all things, 
X and wt in bim, Secondly, in reſpe& of the Authority 
of the ſame, containing in it perfet Wiſdom, Truth, 
| Juſtice, Mercy, Goodneſs, &t. (Pal. 19. 7.) Ir is 
called by the Prophet David, a perfeF Law, to the 
which if a man ſhall preſume to add any thing, God 
ſhall add to bim the plaguts written in this Boob ; and 
if any man (hall diminiſh any thing, God will tabe 
away bis part out of the Book of Life, and from the 
Holy City. Here, and no where elſe is to be found 
the true Urim and Thummim 3; the Urim, that 1s 
Light, and the Thummim, that is Perfeftion.: And 
the Saints of God in all rimes and ages have eſteemed 
highly of it. | 

Thus did Job, 1 efleemed thy words more than my ap- 
pointed food. Thus did David when he ſaid, Lord, 
what love have I to all thy Commandments, all the day 
long is my fludy in them ! And David (hews his won- 
. derful .love by the terms that he doth give unto ir, 
calling it Do&rine, TeStimonies, Commandements, Far, 
Zudgemints, Way, Statutes, Word, &c, And in ano- 
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ther place he ſaith, . That it is more to be deſired than 
gold, yea, than fine gold : Thar it 1s ſweeter than the 
honey, and the honey-comb. And this is it which the 
Lord himſelf doch require, when he ſaith, Hear 0 
Iſrael, the Lord thy God is Lord only : And thou ſhalt 
lo: e the Lord thy God with all thy beart, with all thy 
Soul, and with all thy might. * And ſo the Prophet 
David prayeth, O Lord I beſetch thee accept of the free 
offerings of my mouth, and teach me thy jullifments. 
And this is the Rule which the Apoſtle St. Pas! ſer- 
reth down when he ſaith : As every man wiſheth in 
hts heart. ſo let him give 3 not grudgingly, or of neceſ- 
ſity, for God loveth a chearful giver, Now that which 
the Apoſtle ſpeaketh of Chaggty and Alms, may truly 
be underſtood of every Chriſtian duty ; When we 
pray, we muſt pray unto God chedrfully ; when we 
p1ve thanks to God, we muſt do it chearfully 3 and 
ſo of all other duties of Gods. Worſhip, laid down 
in his Word, And indeed this is it which doth pur 
the d'ffcrence berween 'the godly and the wicked, 
the ſervice of the one, ' and the ſervice of the other, 
Cain will come with his Sacrifice as well as Abel, bur 
te brought of the worſt : (Gen. 4. s.) thinking any 
thirg to be. good enough for God, and this he did ve- 
ry grudgingly : whereas Abel brought of the beſt to 
Sacrifice ro God, and this he did willingly and chear- 
fully. And all thoſe duties that are not thus perform- 
ed, they have no life nor verrue im them, to give them} 
any grace cr acceptance with God. So that we ſee 
the curward profeflion is not enough to aſſure us of 
our Salvation, if it be not joyned with ſincerity of 
heart. 


Now where it 1s ſaid here, that the 
Reaſon. godly mans delight is in the Law of the 
Lord, there js great reaſon why the chil- 

dren of God fhould be thus affeted to his blefled 
Word, and heavenly Dofrine above all rhings in'the 
World, that it ſhould be ſweerer to them than the honey, 
ana the honey-tomb. 


: 


Firſts 
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Firſt, becauſe iris the bread of life, (Roms. 1. 16.) © 


the it is the power of God unto Salvation. And therefore 


it is called (Mat. 13. 44.) the Gofpel of the Kingdom, 
0 and the Kingdom of Heaven, becauſe it is that whereby 
alt men are brought to Eternal Life, and the Kingdom of 


thy Heaven. : 

” Secondly, it is the effeftual means and inſtrument 
Free which the Lord uſeth, and hath appointed to beger 
it's. all ſaving Grace in the hearts of his Children, namely, 
et- —_ ge, Faith, Humility, Obedience, and the 
in hke. 

ef Thirdly, it is the Bread of Life, even the Heaven- 
ch ly Manna, whereby our Faith is confirmed, and our 
aly Souls comforred, yea it is the ſtaff wherero we muſt 
we lean in all dangers, as Davis faith; 7 bad priſbed in 
we my trouble, bad it not been for thy Word, Plalm 119. 


nd And thy Rod and thy Staff doth comfort me. Pſalm 


23+ 
Dur *Foughly, the Word of God is that direion 
ed, whereby we may ſquare all our thoughts, words and 
er, deeds, as David faith, (Pſalm 19.) Thy Word is a Lan- 


ut thorn unto my fret, and a light unto my paths. And with- 
ny out this we cannor live well, but ſhall wander up and 
79 down as blind men inthe dark, 
to And laſt of all, itis the two-edged ſword of Gods 
_ Spirit, whereby we muſt put co flight all the rempta- 
m- tions of the Devil ; ſo as we cannot repel them, or 
-mþ withſtand them, unleſs we be skilful and cunning to 
ſee uſe this weapon. (Mat. 4. 4.) 
of This Do&rine may ſeem to reprove the greate(Vf 
of part amongſt us, as wicked and ungodly; becauſe ge- 
nerally men have no love unto the Word of God, no 
he delight in this Heavenly Dodrine ; 1t 15 not ſweer nor 
the precious in their eyes, but rather it is irkſome and 
il- tedious unto them, it 15 bitrer and unſavory. It fareth 7 
ed with le in theſe dayes, as ir did with thoſe old © 
he people of the Jews, Unto whom ſhould I ſprak and ad- 


monſh, that they may beay ? Bebold their ears are untir- 
cumciſed, and they cannot —_ unto it 3 the word of 
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the Lord is 4 reproach unto them, and they bave no delight 
therein, Jer. 6.18. Now that men have no delight to 
che word of God, which 1s the very power of God 
to Salvation, It may appear. 

Firſt, becauſe men and women take no delight in 
hearing, reading, and meditating on rhe word of God : 
You ſhall find a great number that will buy other pro- 
phane Books, that will hardly buy the book of all 
books, the holy and ſacred Bible : and if they bu 
it, yer they ſpend no time in peruſing of ir, in read- 
12g and meditating on it; Other books are delightful 
and pleaſant to fleſh and blood : and this is the rea- 
on, they do ſo much defire them 3 but withal, this 
ſheweth that they be carnal, not born ariew : for if 
they were, then would they beſtow leſs rime in read- 
ing and peruſing thoſe profane. and - unprofirable 
books, and would beſtow more time ia reading and 
meditating on this bleſſed book of God : yea, and the 
ſ:nall account men make of Gods  Mimſters, whom 
the Lord calls his Miniſters, and Embaſſadours ; yea, 
rhe Angels of the Church, 


Secondly,” ſeeing all the duties that we owe to God, 
eicker of hearing, praying, &c. muſt be performed of 
us, not upen compulſion, but willingly and chearfully : 
we learn that eyery action 1s accounted of by God, 
not according to the work it (cif, bur according to the 
altetion of the doer. This the Lord himſelf doth 
reach, when he ſaith, This people come near me with their 
mouth, and honour me with their lips , but their bearts 
are far from me, Iſa. 29. 13. And therefore were their 
Sacrifices an abomination to the Lord , as he again 
ſpeaketh in another place, I cannot away with your 
New Moons : and this was it made the poor Widows 
mite commended above the reſt that offered of their 
ſuperfluity, Mark 12.43. #He that ſhall give a cup of 
cold water to a Diſciple in the name of a' Dilciple, he ſhall 
not loſe bis reward : alas ! what 1s the beſtowing of a 
mire, a brazen token ? or what is a cupof cold water ? 

00 
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are they in themſelves any thing worth ro merit any 
thing at God's hand ? No, no , but God acknow- 
ledgeth the manner more than the matter, how they _ 
are done, more than what is done. | 

Which may teach us to labour ro have our affe&t- 
ons tryed, that whatſoever we do in the ſervice of 
Almig IR may be done in trath and fincerity of 
hearc. This was obs Comfort when he ſaid, 0 Lord, 
I haut efteemed thy word more than my ordinary food : This 
was the Prophet David's comforr, when he could ſay, 
Oh bow do I love thy Law\ it is my meditation, Pſal. 
119.97. And this ſhall be our comfort, when we 
ſhall go the way of all fleſh, that we can ſay with 
good King Heeabiah » Remembey O Lord, that I bave 
walked before thee in truth and with an wright beat : 
That we have not been painted Sepulchres, defiring 
to be accounted righteous before men, but wirhin full 
of all rottenneſs and corruption, but have laboured ra- 
ther to be approved of God, 

Oh how ought our Hearts and Souls ro be inflamed 
in a holy and godly zeal towards the word of God , 
the Law of the Lord here ſpoken of; yea, we ought 
more earneſtly ro long for the water of this Well of 
Life, than ever David did for the Waters. of the Well 
of Bethlehem 3 and when we have taſted how ſweet the 
Lord 1s, never, oh never fo deal with the Lord as 
the people of Iſrael did, which /oatbed the Manna that 
which was ſent them from Heaven. But much better 
ſhall it be for us to cry out with che woman of Sama- 
ria,Lord give me to drink of theſe waters: for thoſe © was 
rers being once taſted of, will keep a man that be thirft 
not again, ( Joh. 4. 1 8.) but ſhall ever be refreſhed by 
the ſame to everlaſting Life. a 

Uſe 3. Laſtly, Ler us herein labour ro manifeſt our 
unfeigned love and liking of the Word and Law of 
God, even by our obedience rthereunto , that we de- 
fire to frame our lives hereafrer,to obey the Doarine 
and word of Godin heart and life ro be reformed by 
ir, and ro be conformed to it : Crhzſt makerh this to be 
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the ear-mark of rhoſe that are his Sheep, namely this, 
That they bear his voice, and follow bim, Job. 10. And 
again, Hereby (hall all men know that ye are my Diſciples, 
and love me, if ye keep my Commandments. So "hereby 
ſhall men know that we love the Law of God, if we 
ſtudy to keep it, to obey itin hearr and life : But if 
we have in us no care tolive thereafter, but break the 
Law of God continually, and rebel againſt his Com- 
mandements ;: how can we be faid to love the Law 
of God ? If a Man ſhould w he loveth the Kings 
Laws, and likes them well, and yer ſhould every day 
break them wirtingly and willingly, and be ever play- 
ing the Traytor, would not all men condemn him as 
an Hypocrite, and though moſt men do ſay they love 
the Word of God, and delight in his Law ; yer ſce- 
ing they do daily break it, and rebel againſt itwitting- 
ly, and willingly, by ſwearing, lying, profaning of the 
Sabbath, drunkenneſs, (willing, pride, uncleanneſs, 
ec. itis manifeſt chey have no love unto it. 


Thus much for the firſt part, ſhewing that the godly 
man 15 well affeted to the Heavenly Doarine of the 
Word of God, ut is the delight and joy of his heart. 


Now in the ſecond part of-the verſe, the Prophet 
David ſheweth the exerciſe of a godly man, that, as 
in his heart he Iiketh and loveth the word and heaven- 
ly Doarine of the Law of God ; fo in his life he is 
converſant in the ſame, his medirations are much ſpent 
therein z he 1s ſaid to meditate therein day and mght. 
That is, the godly man doth much muſe and meditate ; 

ing his mind with calling to mind and re- 
membrance the heavenly Doftrines, comforts, and in- 
ftruttions of the Word of God, and this he doth not 
ſlightly and careleſly, bur ſeriouſly, and with good 
advice; and tothisend doth evermore ſer ſome time 
apart every day, morning and evening, twice a day at 
lcaſt, for the performance of this 2odly dury. 


Doth 


4 
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Doth meditate day and night. 


Ere we (ce ſtill rhat a godly man, 

. L and one thatſhall be truly bleſſed Do. 3* The 
the Lord requireth that he be no ſtran- Law of God 

r, and ſuch a one as ſeldom or never is a Godby 
earcheth the Scriptures z but that he Afar's chief, 
be much and often exerciſed in the ho- dzlight. 
ly and ſerious meditations of Gods 
Law, in the diligent ſeatching, peruſing, and parti- 
cularly applying of the Heavenly Do&rine of the 
Word of God : and indeed this a &. ſer down as a 
true fruit of our love to the word, as the love of the 
word js made a true fruit of a godly man: for as it is im» 
poſſible a man ſhould be :ruly religious and fear God,. 
and yet have noſound love nor delight in the word of 
God :{o it is likewiſe impoſſible a man or woman ſhould: 
truly love the Word of God in their heart, that ſeldom, 
or never beſtow any pains in the ſerious and earneſb 
meditation of the ſame. David calls God to witnels, 
that the love he bears ro the Law of God, was ex- 
ceeding great, ſaying, (Pſa. 119. 97.) 0 bow do Tlowe 
thy Law ;, and in the ſame verſe he ſeems to prove the- 
ſame ro God, It is my meditation continually.; which 1n-- 
deed 1s a note of true love, to be ever thinking of the: 
thing: beloved, 

And'in very deed, the careful and diligent ſtudy, 
the often and carneft meditation of the word of God, 
is-the very life and ſtrength of all our worſhip and: 
ſervice of God : for if men ſhould read much, and: 
never meditate, it would do them no good : If ment 
ſhould hear much, and ofren, and never meditate, 
they ſhould be little che better, IF men ſhould'pray 
much and often, and never meditate, they ſhould find: 
ſmall comfort. If Men come ofren to the Sacra-- 
ment, and do- not before and afrer medirate of the: 
Covenant of Grace,. they ſhould not receive much; 
good thereby : Sothar you ſee this Meditation is wy 

”, 
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all, it puts Life to our Reading, hearing, praying, re- 
ceiving z .and without it all our reading, hearing , 
praying, and receiving, will ſtand us in ſmal! ſtead. 

For without this meditation, this Law which is the 
word of God, will cicher in time be forgotten, where- 
by we ſhall become unmindful of ir, or elſe it will 
prove as a Talent hid in the ground, utterly unfruit- 
ful unto us : for this meditation indeedis the third ſtep 
of a true Convert, The firſt is to hear the Word of 
God readily : the ſecond to remember it diligently 
and the third to meditate on it ſeriouſly, and this is 
compared to the chewing of the Cud, Deut. 14. 6, 7. 
_—_ 1s never found jn the unclean, bur in the clean 

aſts, 

True it 1s, that hearing and reading the Word , 
will beger knowledge, but meditation is the eſpecial 
means to work upon the affe&ion ; for elſe all our 
knowledge ſhall only be in general idle, and ſwim- 
ming in the brain,which may well be called brain-know- 
ledge,but no heart khowledge : but by ſerious Medita- 
tion we do apply that which we hear to our own ſelves 
in particular; laying the DoArine ro our own hearts, 
applying it to our ſelves, to comfort our ſad ſouls, to 
humble them for our ſins, and to ſquare our lives 
thereby, that we may in all things keep a clear con- 
ſcience before God and man. The Lord gives Fohuab 
a ſtraight charge to.do thus : Let not the wg. of the 
{aw apart out of thy mouth, but meditate therein day and 
zight: That thou mayeſt obſerve and do according to all 
ibat is written therein, for then (halt thou make thy way 
proſperous, and thou (halt then have good ſucceſs, Joſh. 1. 
2, and Deut. 6. v. 5,8. And thus the ſervants of God 
have been much exerciſed in meditation, and thereby 
have grown wonderfu!, not only in knowledge, bur 
in practiſe, as we may ſee in David, Pſal. 119. who 
took grear delight in God's Law, and made it his 
meditation continually, And of Jaar it 15 reported , 
that he went out jnto the fields 1g the eyening to me- 


djtate, Gen. 24+ ” 
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Ve 1. This reproves the common fault in the 
world, that moſt men utterly negle& this duty ſel- 
dom or never ſettle themſelves ro meditate in the Law 
of God, and his heavenly DoA&rine. .. 

It is hard to find a man or woman that makes any 
conſcience of this duty, to fet themſelves apart, and 
ſer themſelves in Gods preſence; to call ro mind, 
what they have heard and learned, to applyir to 
themſelves in particular, ro humble them; or to com- 
fort them : and that is the cauſe why moſt men ,hear- 
ing and reading ſo much as they have, yer profit ſo 
lirtle in knowledge, faith, repentance and obedience. 
They can be content to hear the word preached and 
raught, and it may be, now and then toread a Chap- 
ter, but to think upon it, to rauminate upon the word 
of God, and as it were to chew the Cud, to call the 
ſame to mind again, to apply it to themſelves, to la- 
bour to profic by it : this rhey cannot endure, this 
= care not for. For if men did carefully meditate 
of the things they heard and read, how could they be 
ſo ignorant in God's Word as moſt be ? fo void of 
Knowledge, Faith, Repentance, Humility, Zeal, Pa- 
tience, and the like gifts and graces,. which accompa- 
ny godly and holy meditation? For Books of Statutes, 
men will not only have them in their houſes, but ar 
their fingers end ; bur bible they have none, and if 
they have, it lyeth _ the desk or table, and they 
read it nor, and if ſometimes they readit, yer they 
neyer meCitate thereon. 


Verſe 2, 


ſe 2. This may admoniſh all men, as they love 
their own fouls, to make more care and conſcience of 
the performance of this duty, to call ro mind what we 
do hear or read, to think and muſe u ir, to chew 
the cud, to lay it to heart; yea, and to apply it to 
our own fouls and' conſciences in particular : This 
is like the rumination or chewing of the cud, (Det. 
14. 6, 7.) which was to be found only in the boos 

als, 
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beaſts, whereas they which chewed not the Cud were 
unclean : This 1s the mark and property of a god! 
and blefied man, whereas the not doing it, is the mar 
of a wicked. and ungodly man. Let us then remem- 
ber that we make the Word- of God our Meditation 
continually. Many men medicate much, ſome in one 
thing, ſome mn another, as they are led by fond 
affe&ion : ſome thinking» of honours, ſome of = 
ſures, ſome of riches, ſome of one thing, and-lome 
of another 3. and of theſe they doat and: dream, talk 
and _ continually, But here we are taught ano- 
ther , hamely, that our minds muſt eſpecially be 
ſer upon the word of God ; that muſt be our delight, 
and the joy of our heart. 

The laſt _ of this yerſe, 15 the circumſtance of 
time, namely not by firs : But the Godly man keeps 
a continual courſe in the ſtudy and meditation of rhe 
Word of God, ſo as he ſetrerth- apart ſome time for 
the Worſhip and ſervice of God, at leaſt twice a day 
to meditate and ſtudy in God's Book. 


Dof#. 4. Hence we tearn that every one that will 
live a godly life, and ſo pleaſe God, 
A Godly man that he may find comfort to his own 


ſets ſome time ſoul, and be bleſſed in the end, muſt & 


art every day ſet ſome time apart every day forthe 
for God's ſer- worſhip and ſervice of God, to read, 
vice. pray and meditate, and ar the leaſt 
Oh, twice a day to call upon his name, to 
read the Word of God, and to ſtudy therein, This 
is that the Lord commandeth his people to offer unto 
him every day, the morning and evening Sacrifice: at 
the leaſt twice every day theyavere commanded to 
worſhip God, and fo the holy Patriarchs were wont 
to worſhip Ged morning and. evening. So we read in 
Gen. 24+ 63, that godly Iſaac went out into the fields 
in the evening to pray or meditate, to make himſelf fir 
to pray. And Fob roſe up. tarly to offer -ſacrifice, and cal- 
led- bis family together :: (Job 1 5... Ads 10s 24) __ 
is 


= 
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this did Job every day : and/ David in many Pſalms 

ſhewed that he did ſer ſome time apart every day to 
worſhip God in praying, reading, medirating, &c. 
Cornelius worſhipped God continually, that is, every 
day, according to-the Rule of the Apoſtle; Pray cont;- 
nually : (1 Thes. $. 17.) and that we ſhould not be 
weary of well-doing. Chriſt ſpake a parable of the 
uojuſt Jus e, and a poor Widow, ' to- this end, that 
we ought alwayes to pray, &c. and'not ro wax' faint 
and weary, (Lube 18.1.) Fhe meaning is, not that 
men ſhould leave their callings and other buſineſs al- 
together, to attend upon hearing, reading, medita- 
ring, &c. but that we ſhould be much and often in 
meditaring, in prayer, in reading, 8&c. and ir--per- 
_— rcheſe bleſſed duties unto Almighty God : and 
at the Teaſt three rimes a day, to pray and call'upon 
the name of God : in the morning when we do riſe, 
wo give unto God hearty thanks, fer keeping us the 
night paſt, and to crave for a bleſſing at his hands 
over us the day following : ' At noon again, evenwhen 
we receive his Crearures : 2nd at night when we 
go to reſt : And this godly praiſe the word of God 
preſcribes us, and the examples of the Godly doth: 
reach us : Dani! prayed three times a day upon his 
knees to God, and praiſed him, as his manner was , 
though the King had made a ſtri& Law againſt ir : 
Evening, Morning, and at Noon-day will I pray unto thee, 
Plalm. $55. 19. And again , Seven times a day will I 
praiſe thee, Pſal. 119. 64. (Gen. 22. 2. Fob. 15.) That 
1s many times. For the morning, Early in the mor- 
ning will I direft my "prayer wnto thee. And thus did 
Abraham, Iſaac, Job. Secondly, Ar Noon, or Mid- 
day, ſodid Peter, Petey went out to prayer about the ſixth 
bour, Adls 10. 9. That is, about Twelveof rtheClock, 
or Noon-ride, Thirdly, at night in the evening when 
we go to bed to rake our reſt, (Gen. 24. Pſal. 139. 11. 
Pſal. 16. $s. Mat. 13. 23. Eſa. 28. 3, 4.) we muſt then 
retnember likewiſe to render the Lord thanks for the 
comforts of the day, and to crave his blefling —_— 
night, 
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JAY 1s Bleſſed 74/1, Verſe 2: 
night, neither 15 this all ; but in the night-time , 
when ſleep is d d froma man, and nature is ſuf- 
ficed with reſt, he doth even then call to mind the 
heavenly Docrine of the word of God, and doth muſe 
and tate therein, as the Text faith here, even day 
and night, For God which hath bounded . the day 
with the night, hath ſet no bounds to a-godly man's 
meditations. It is nothing to be, firſt, one that bear- 
eth the word : Secondly, one that receives it : Thirdly , 
with joy: if Fourthly, it ſhall be for 4 time only, if he 
ſhall not- alſo continue, and conſtantly perſevere to 
meditate therein day and night, 

So as we ſee this is our duty, to fer ſome time apart 
every day to worſhip God, as to hear, read, pray, 
meditate, &c. We ſee men do ſet apart, depute, and 
ordain ſome certain time every day for the food of 
the body, or at the leaſt twice a-day to eat and drink ; 
how much more then ſhould we be careful. for our 
ſouls every day, to read, meditate, and to pray ? Of 
all the time we ſpend in this world , none will be 
more comfortable to as in-death, when we ſhall go the 
way of all fleſh, than that /\which we have beſtowed 
in the ſervice and worſhip of Almighty God, 

There 15 not now one hour ſpent in the ſervice of 
God, but will then miniſter cauſe of joy and rejoyc- 
ing : neither is there now one hour ſpent 1n the ſervice 
of ſin and Satan, but the remembrance thereof will 
then be a terrour unto the'Soul: Ob ! that mem would 
be wije, then would thiy underſtand this : they would con(6- 
der their latter ond, Deut. 32-29» 


Uſe 1. This ſeems to reprove the Common carele(- 
neſs. of the World ; moit Men and Women ſpend a)l 


. their days in delights and vanirics, in ſports and 


paſtimes, in ſcraping and raking together the things 
of this life, and inthe mean time find no time at all 
to ſerve God; that in twenty four hours, hardly can 
ſpare one to ſerve God, ohne to read, hear, pray, me- 

Itatez yea, how many be there that neyer open 
their 


Verſe 2, Davids - IL; Man. 
their Books to read. one Chapter in the Bible all the 
week long ? How many be there that never ſpend 
one quarter of ah hour in meditation, which never 
call upon ' God from Sunday to Sunday ? doth- not 
this prove men to be carnal and u y ? Do not 
theſe men do nothing'of conſcience, or with delight 
and love to God and his Worſhip, but all for 
ſake, or for fear of the Law ? What difference is 
there betwixt thoſe men, who ſeldom or never call 
—_ the name of God, and the beaſt they ride on ? 

e beaſt riſes in the morning out of his Den, 
and ſtroakes himſelf, goes his to mear, and-ſo ro work ; 
even ſo do they, never call on the Name of God. 
Tn this thing wherein do ſo much 'men differ from a 
very beaft ? How can ſuch look for any bleſſing from 
God upon their labours? Yea, how can they chuſe bur 
fear ſome fearful judgment and curſe of God to over- 
take them ?' And no doubt the cauſe why many ride 
and run carly and late, FL0 not call upon God for a 
bleſſing upon their endeavours) cannot proſper and 
thrive in the World : No, God ſends ſotnetimes judg- 
ments, plagues, and puniſhments, upon them, and a 
for the negleR of this Godly and Chriſtian duty, (P/. 
14.) it is juſt with God both to croſs and to curſe 
both them and their labours. 


Note. Again , by the Rule of this Doarine they are 
no leſs to be reproved , which can be content now 
and rhen to hear, read, pray, and medirare, &c. 'but 
this muſt be at their leifure, when they have nothing 
elſe ro do, But ro keep certain times, Mornings, 
Noons, Evenings, to leave all ſports, paſtimes, de- 
lights, and buſineſs to go to God and ſerve him, and 
call upon his name z they cannot abide that, they 
will not be ſoryed and reſtrained. But, as the man in 
the Goſpel, when Chriſt called him, firſt he muſt go 
bury - ns Father : and as he that would go bid ls 
frienas ſarewel. So many could be content to ſerve 
God, and to pray unto him, but they maſt kee _ 

ends 
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friends company : or as thoſe that were bidden to the 
feaſt ; one hath his Oxen and gain to hinder him ; 
another his Wife, this Pleaſures and Delights, which 
he is marryed unto, and ſo can find no time to ſerve 
God ; evetl the leaſt thing in che World is marter ſuf- 
- ficietit, ro hinder them from ſerving of God : theſe 
 mer-ſhew that they find no comfort at all in the ſer- 
vice of Almighty God, - no good, no fruit, no bene- 
fic : for if they did, they would not be ſuch ſtrang- 
ers. unto It, 


Uſe. 2, Let every one be exhorted and ſtirred unto 
this duty 3, if we have. not begun, now to begin and 
end'in the fear-of the Lord : ro imitate God's Chil- 
dren, as David, and the reſt ; Ler us ſet ſome time 
apart everyday for the word and Prayer,clſc we ſhall 

er proveour ſelves Chriſtians, elſe we ſhould 


never find true rt, elſe we can never look for \ 


God's bleſſing us: let us then ſer apart ſome of 
our idle times that we beſtow jn Talking, in Walk- 
ing,oin P , in vain delights, or- elſe idlely ; and 
befiow it on-God's ſeryice- and worſhip, in Hearing, 
Reading, Praying, Meditating, &c. David early in the” 
morning preſented the Day-light, yea, at mid-night 


would be ſo buſjed. | The Eunuch in his Journey ®['® 


was reading the Scriptures: Let us then never ariſc 
in the morning or go to bed, but as duly ler us ever be 
mindful of this dury. Let us not miſpend our preci- 
ous time 2 Ler us (pray you) conſider why we live 
here in the World, not to ſpend - and conſume our 
time in toys and vanities, -but ſerve God and to ſeck 
for comfort and Salvation unto our ſouls : let us 
= qo Aras as we may haye comfort in the 
end, 


* Uſe 3.Laſt of all,weare exhorred to be very careful, 


after we have begun a good courſe in godlineſs, to per- 
ſevere, and to continue in the ſame day and night, 
eyen unto the end ; not only in the day time of 


proſperity, 


Yerſe'2. - Davids Bleed Mar. Ye 
proſperity, but in the night-time of adverſity, for un- 
to God the day and night are both alike : (Pſal.. 139. 
12.) many make a fair bur the end is 
fearful and datigerous: many lay their hands to the 
Lord's Plough, (Lak. g. 62.) but in the- end they look 
back, Lot's Wife ſeems as forward as her Husband, 
ſhe goes out of Sodom as well as hey ſhe takes her 
journey with her*Husband, but ſhe 'did not continue 
and hold our-unto the end z but looks back-contrary 
unto the Commandment of God, and ſo was turned 
into a Pillar of Salt : and ſhe being made a ſpeacle 
ro all back-ſliders, ( Lb. x7. 32+) our Saviour puts us 
in mind of her, when he cith, Rimember Lot's Wiſe. 
And Paul, (As. 26. - = he had-preached 
the ReſurreRion ' of Chriſt, Agrippa faid unto him, 
Thou perſwadefi me almoſ} to be a Chriſtian : but there he 
ſtaid and reſted, and would p no further. Theſe 
are fearful Examples, ir had been berrer for ſach That 
they bad never known the way of Righteouſneſs : _ 1 Pit. 2: 
12.) for indeed in a Chriſtian race there is no ſtand- 
ing at one ſtay : for not to go forward in Religion, 
is togo backward. 

And thus much for the deſcription of a godly man 
affirmatively, ſhewing what he doth carefully embrace 
and follow. But his ddight is in the Law of the Lord, 
&c, So grant us, good God, the knowledge of thy 
Law, that we may dayly practiſe it in our hves and 
converſations, to the hencer of thy Name, and 'the 
furure benefit of our ſouls at the general day-of our 
ReſurreRion : to whom with the Father and the ble(- 
ſed Trinity, be aſcribed all! poſſible thanks from us 
poor Creatures, from. this time forth, and for. ever- 
more, Amen. 
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friends company : or as thoſe that were bidden to the 
feaſt ; one hath his Oxen and gain to hinder him ; 
another his Wife, his Pleaſures and Delights, which 
he is marryed unto, and ſo can find no time to ſerve 
God ; event the leaſt thing in the World is marter ſuf- 
- ficietit: ro hinder them from- ſerving of God : theſe 
. mer-ſhew that they -find no -comfort at all in the ſer- 
vice of Aigighty God, - no good, no fruit, -no bene- 
fic : for if they did, they would not be ſuch ſtrang- 
ers unto it, 


Uſe, 2, Let every one be exhorted and ſtirred unto 
this duty 3, if we have not begun, now to begin and 
end'in the fear-of the Lord : ro imitate God's Chil- 
dren, as David, and the reſt ; Ler us ſer ſome time 
apprt every day for the word and Prayer.,clſc we ſhall 
er proveour ſelves Chriſtians, elſe we ſhould 


never find true comfort, elſe we can never look for \ 


God's bleſfing —_—_— let us then ſer apart ſome of 
our idle ti t we yore in Tang, '” wo 
ing,*in Playing, in vain delights, or- elſe idlely ; at 

beſtow it on God's ſervice and worſhip, in Hearing, 


morning preſented the Day-light, yea, at mid-night 


would be ſo bufjed. The Eunuch in his Journey © 


was reading the Scriptures: Let us then never ariſe 
in the morning or go to bed, but as duly ler us ever be 
mindful of this duty. Let us not- miſpend our preci- 
ous time 2 Let us (pray you) conſider why we live 
here in the World, nor to ſpend - and conſume our 
time in toys and vaniries, - but ſerve God and to ſeck 
for comfort and Salvation unto our fouls : let us 
Pome ſo ſpend ir, as we may haye comfort in the 
end, 


+ Uſe 3.Laſt of all;we are exhorred to be very careful, 


after we have begun a good courſe in godlineſs, to per- 
ſevere, and to continue in the ſame day and night, 
eyen unto the end ; not only in the' day time of 


proſperity, 
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Reading, Praying, Meditating, &c. David early in the” 
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Verſe2, , Davids 112! Man, | 
proſperity, but in the night-time of 


ſhe goes out of Sodom as w ſhe 
journey with her*Husband, bur ſhe 'did not continue 
and hold our unto the end 3 but looks back 
unto the Commandment of God, and ſo was turned 
into a Pillar of Salt : and ſhe being made a ſpeRacle 
to all back-ſliders, (Luk. x7. 32+) our Saviour puts us 
in mind of her, when he ſalth, Ranember Lot's Wiſe. 
And Paul, (Aﬀs. 26. 2, when he had-preached 
the Reſurre&ion ' of Chriſt, Agrippa faid unto him, 
Thou perſwadefi me almoſt to be a Ciriſi : bur there he 
ſtaid and reſted, and would proceed no further. Theſe 
are fearful Examples, ir had been berrer for ſach That 
they bad never known the way of Righteouſneſs : . 1 Put. 2: 
12.) for indeed in a Chriſtian race there is no ſtand- 
ing at one ſtay : for not to go forward in Religion, 
is togo backward. 

. And thus much for the deſcription of a godly man 
affirmatively, ſhewing what he doth carefully embrace 

® andfollow. But bis ddight is in the Law of the Lord, 
&c, So grant us, good God, the knowledge of thy 
Law, that we may dayly practiſe it in our lives and 
converſarions, to the res thy Name, and "the 
furure benefit of our ſouls at rhe general day- of our 
ReſurreRion : to whom with the Father and the ble(- 
ſed Trinity, be aſcribed all poſſible thanks from us 
poor Creatures, from. this time forth, and for. ever- 

more, Amen. 
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.. He ſhall be likg a_ Tree planted by the Rivers of w. 

waters, that will bring forth her fruit in due th 

ſeaſon, whoſe leaf ſhall not fade ; ſo what- a 

feever he ſhall do, ſhall proſper. q 

Itherto the Prophet David hath deſcribed to us a || x 

godly and righteous man : ſuch a man is truly > 

| bleſſed, both negatively : ſhewing what be the evils p 

he muſt very carefully ſhun and c 

Wherein the god avoid , as alſo affirmatively, by , 

- ly man is bleſſed. thoſe vertues and holy _ | 
whic 


Verſe3. Davids Bleſſed Man. > 
which he A embrace and folloy 

Now-in this v Prophet |proceeds 
the happineſs ot a godly man, ar wherein 
mw oth conſiſt. this he doth firſt by 
itude, comparing him unto a pleaſant, fruitful, 
flouriſhing Tree ; Secondly , by that blefied 
Gad gives unto a godly man; in the end of this 
yerle, | 

The precedent. part of the verſe , the Similitude 

it ſelf, it hath in it theſe parts. 
| n Firſt, Whercunto a godly man is compared, to 4 
Yee 

Secondly, The nature of this Tree is deſcribed , 
not every common or trivial tree, but ſuch a tree , 
which is for the original of it, planted ; . ſecondly for 
the ſituation of it, by the Rivers of waters: Thirdly, 
for the propriety of.it, that will. bring forth hey. fruit 
in due cake; Fourthly, by a contrary property, whoſe 
leaf (hall not fade. 

_— —__ by this Songs role xg 
compared to a Iree, in t things eſpeciall 
the hs the growth, and the ſtate of a Tree. Pa 

Man may well be compared to a Tree in reſpeR of 
his ſhape. For as a Tree confiſts of | 
the Root,the Stock,and the Boughs, Man like to « 
or Branches 3 even ſo doth man, Tree. 1+ In{bape. 
this myſtical. tree, He hath his head, ; 
which is the root, and hair as ſmall roots; his body as 
the ſtock ; and his arms and legs as ſo many Doug n 
and fingers and toes as leſſer rwigs : Only the-diffe- 
rence between the Natural Tree, and man this My- 
ſtical Tree, is this : the Natural Tree is rooted1n the 
earth, receiving as Eſaus bleſſing, (Gen. 27.” 28.) the 
fatneſs of the ſame 3 but Man this venly ty 
derives not his juice and nouriſhmeng the fat- 
neſs of the Earth, bur from Heaven above, accor- 
ding to God's wiſe dif] of his Root, which is 
above, not below z and e we are exhorted by 
the Apoſile to ſer our. affeRions on- Heavenly things 


20 Davids Bleſſed Man. Verſe's. 
and not on things here below 3 for we- through Chriſt 
are made parrakersof the Divine Nature z in Heaven 
therefore muſt our 'converſatien/be. ( 2 Pet.-4. 

Secondly, Man-may be ſaid to be 

2. In growth. like a tree in reſpe& of his growth, 
for a tree at firſts flexible by nature, 

and ſo by degrees: a little and a little grows to be 
ſtronger and ſtronger till. it comes to perfeRion , and 
then again begins to wither and dry up; fo fareth -ir 
with man this myſtical Tree, while he is in the ſtate 
of infancy, he is a tender ywig, and- his mind -is as 


flexible as a twig, cafily inclined to vertue, if he-be - 


accordingly educated ; or elſe-to vice, if the ſame 
be negleRed : an excellent caveat to all Parents and 
Governours of- youth, that they take a due time of 
correing and 'educating of theſe - render plants 3 
namely, ro bend the Tree while it is a twig 3 for if jr 
be ſi j it will grow ro be cureleſs': And as a 
man is like to a Tree in reſpeR of his infancy and 
render age, ſo1n reſpeR of his decrepit old age z for 
when the Tree 1s once come to his perfetion in 
growth, iz then decayes and declinesz fo fareth ir 
with man, let him ſeem to be as tall, and as ſtraighe 
as a Cedar Tree, he muſt become a ſhrub again, and 
» to age. | For man's Life 1s well compared to a 
day, (Et; 3: 1.) whoſe evening will moſt certainly fol- 
low his morning, unti] the night of Death cauſe him 
to ſleep'in the Grave: For as there is a time to be 
born, ſo there is a time to dye. Be it that thou now 
ſcemeſt ro be as ſtrong as an Oak, and as tall as the 
Cedar, as flouriſhing as the Bay-tree, yet art laſt rot- 
rennefs will creep into the ſtrongeſt Oak, and ſtrength 
and rallneſs wilt be abated on thee, (Ec. 12. 3.) when 
the keepers of the houſe ſhall rremble, &c. 
| « Thirdly, Man may be compared to 
3. In'State, a Tree in reſpe& of the ſtate of a 
Tree, and thac divers ways. 
Firſt, as the talleſt Cedar is in greateſt danger of 
wind and weather : Eyen ſo the man that 1s tall, _ 
ther 
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ther in place of Authority, Riches, -Honour, - or the 
like, is moſt '{ubje& ro the- afſaules of Saran;/and rage 
of the wicked : and men of fiich excellent in 
Church or Common-wedlth , are more' ſabje& to 
changes, disfavours, to » InſurreRions , poyſo- 
nings, murtherings , as to ſo many raging winds : 
Whereas thoſe that with little David, tend the Ewes 
great with young, are free from thoſe aſſaulrs. | 

Secondly, It is commonly ſeen, the more evil: the 
Tree 1s, the lefs fruitful : So farerhir with man natu- 
rally, unleſs men be ſeaſoned 'with grace, riches, ho- 
nour, dignity, or the like, are great occaſions of a 
high mind, and an high mind is like unto a -moun- 
tain, which the higher ir is, the more barren ir is. 
Whereas , if he be mean and ſimple of Spirit, he 
may fitly be compared to the valleys which are ever 
ſutful, and as the Pſlalmiſt ſaith, Hand thick of corn : 
For hamility is the ground-work of Chriſhan vertues, 
and pride the- root of all evil, and the Queen of all 
Vice. 

Thirdly and: laſtly, the end of every tree 15 to be- 
come either timber for building, or fuel for burning : 
{o fareth ir with man, this' myſtical Tree ; when death 
g cometh, which-is God's Axe, by the which he dorh' 
cut us down, he becometh either timber for the'Lord's 
houſe, When this earthly Tabernacle (ball be deſiroytd; to 
be a building not made with hands, but eternal un the” 
heavens : or elſe (alas) but fuel for the fire of God's 
wrath, even in Tophet, where is fire and much wood, 
and where the Lord's wrath, as the bellows ſhall ne- 
ver ceaſe blowing and kindling the ſame. oy 

Ir is here firſt of all ro be noted, chat' the” ſpirit of 
God fers our the res a' godly man; by com- 
paring him to a goodly green Tree, _ Hence we learn, 
" firſtof all, that it js not only a lawful, but "a com- 
mendable and' profitable kind of teaching for God's 
Miniſters to illuſtrate polms' of DoRrine by fmili- 
tudes and compariſons, ſo that they may be familiar, 
and fir ro make people to conceive what they _ 
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and to raiſe compariſons from the plow and; plow- 
ſhare, to,.that end, that even the an ] 
gregation Way underſtand what is ſaid , and whar is 
raught. 1 
time to time in their Sermons to the people, ( Fob.1 5. 
Mat. 3. Job. 10. 1. Mat. 3. 10. = 8. 4-) This was 
the courſe of our Saviour himſelf, who in all his 
Sermons uſed both Parables and Similitudes, compa- 
ring good Men to.good Trees, and bad Mento bad 
Trees, comparing. himſelf to a Vine, \his Fathcrto an 
Husbandman, us to Branches ; himſelf to a Shepherd, 
us to Sheep, and the Word to twenty things: as ſced, 
Muſtard ſeed, &c. to teach: all thoſe that are God's 
Miniſters, that when they preach unto their people, 
that they lay not uptheir | in a miſt of words, 
but ſo to deliver it, that the meaneſt and ſhalloweſt 
among the hearers may underſtand it. Thence came 
the. profeſiion - of Paul, We preach not our ſelves, but 


. Chrift Jeſus our Lord, 2 Cor. 4+ $. And hence came that 


worthy reſolution of his, I bad rather in the Church 


' ſpeak frue words, 8c, that 1 might inſlruft others, than 


ten thoujand words in a firange tongue, 1 Cor. 14. 19. 

In which words » Of ſtrange Tongue , we are not 
ſunply to underſtand Hebrew, Greeh, Latine, &c. 
bur by ſpeaking of the Mother-tongue in a ſtrange 
manner. Preachers are fitly compared to a Nurſe ; 
a Nurſe doth half chew the meat to the little one , 
and doth babble unto them in their own ſtammering 
"Tongue, ſo muſt Preachers proportion their Do&rine 
to their hearers capacity, ard fit his Tongue to their 
underſtanding. 

This mover ZN to reprove ſuch kind of Preachers, 
who ſeek: not to preach Chriſt crucified, but preach 
themſelves, even ſuch as in handling the Word of 
God, and preaching the Goſpel, ſeek tro ſhew their 
own learning, wit, art, and memory, and ſo jndeed 


preneh no Chriſt, butthemſelves like the old Phari- 
ecs, loving the praiſt of mes more than the ar of God, 
But what ſhall Dayid the Prophet of the Loo, of 

rather 
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s was the courſe of the Prophets 'from- 
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ſpeak to the underſtanding of all men, by fimilitudes, 
compariſ>ns, and rhe like? and ſhall ſinful man , a 
worm of the Earth. exalt himſelf above God, to 
ſeek only to rickle irching ears with the words of 
man's Wiſdom ? 


Uſe 2. Seeing God's Miniſters muſt be fairhful 
Teachers of the truth of God, and muſt deliver the 
ſame in the plain evidence of the Spirit, noe with 
the enticing words of mens wiſdoin, this ſerves to 
dire che Hearers in the art of hearing : They muſt 
ſubmir chemſelves ro God's Ordinance, and be ready 
to know the will of God ; we muſt not have itching 
ears, that are not able to ſuffer wholſom Do&rine like 
the Genriles, who diſpiſed the preaching of the Apo- 
ſtles becauſe it was not ſhled with man's painted 
eloquence, eſteeming ir fooliſhneſs : (Cor. 1. 2.) What 
but to ſtint the Spirir , and to teach the Lord to 
ſpeak ? preſcribing the Miniſter what he ſhall ſay, and 
reſtraining our hearing what we ſhall hear ? what then 
will follow, but that we ſhall hear wichout fruit, and 
= "cp to be unto us only a ſayour of ' death unto 

cath. 


Do#: 2. Hence we may obſerre here a ſecond 
point of Do&rine, that ſeeing the 
Propher, compareth a godly man Double uſe of 
ro a Tree, that of all che Creatures all the Creatures 
of God, there is a double uſe, one of God. 
Natural, the other Spiritua). As a 
Tree in Narure,' ſignifies ſuch plants of the Earth as 
brings forth fruit according to their kind. Now be- 
ſides this natura} ſipnificarion, ir ſerves to pur us in 
mind that we to be, ( Mat. 3. 10). namely , 
fruitful trees inthe $. Orchard, leſt if we be bar- 
ren or bad, we prove fuel for the fire. A man ha- 
ving a Trec in his Orchard, if it brings forth nothing 
but leaves, he will cur _ avd prync, and dung _ 
e 
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bur jf aſter 'all chiscoſt and labour it remain ſtill bar- 
ren, he will then hew it down, as good for nothing 
but fucl for the fire, Hereby we may ſee how God 
will deal with us : we be all Trees here planted in 
the Lord's Orchard, ( Ejay 5s.) te doth water us with 


- the preaching of his Word, (Lib. 8. 4, $,) he curs 


us, and prunes us. Now 1f after much coſt and la- 
bour we ſhall remain barren ſhll, if the Lord come 
three or four years, and ſt! no fruit will be found, 
hew1l-then berthink him to ſtub us up, that we cum- 
ber not the ground, $0 by ſowing of Corn into the 
ground, . to :taintain man's Life, our Saviour leads us 
to conſider of another thing : for as the ſower caſts 
his feed abroad-into ſundry ſorts of ground , and 
they according to their Nature bring forth fruit ac- 
cordingly, even ſo the Miniſter of. the Word ſcar- 
rers and ſows the ſeed of God's Word into the ground 
of- men's hearts, and as they be prepared, 1o they 
bring ſorth fruit; So by a Weavers ſhuttle we ſee 
the ſhortneſs of -a mans Life gone In a moment, 
Boſt thou ſee how the wind drives 

Virſe 4. of the Chatf and Duſt of the Earth 
this Pſaims about, giving it noreſt, until ir be 
clean diſperſed away? Oh confider 

then how the curſe of God ſhall follow and tor- 
ment:the wicked, and never let their: Souls be ar reſt, 
till ir conſume them. - Doſt thou lye down in thy bed 
every night? oh. remember that thou: muſt ſhorcly 
lye down in thy Grave, be covered with duſt, and 
therefore prepare to dye in the Lord, Doſt thou 
ſee the beautiful Graſs and Herbs of the Earth cut 
down and wither away ? (El(ay. 40.6, 7.) fo thy beau- 
ty and riches ſhall fade and periſh, When thou ſeeſt 
ſtinking, Carrion, there behold* the picture of thine 
ownſelf ;/ for no Carrion is ſo laathſome to a man, as 
a rebellious ſibnerito God. -"/Doſt -thou put on thy 
cloathsto.cover thy nakedne(s? Oh labour for the 
precious Robes of Chriſt's Righreouſneſs, That thy filthy 
nalzedneſs do not apptar. (Rev, 4+ 18.) Doft thou _ 
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M's by hands.1m water, Oh labour, for the bid of 
Jelus Cheſt ro walk,ayay, che |(pors of; thy, fins.; Doſt 
thay, bur fit down to g86 and ta. drink, 40 nouriſhuby 
body, wirhour which it could gov live? Oh conſider, 
ghat thy Soul doch much. more: ſtand in need of the 
bread of Life, the food of thy-Soul, Doſt thou ſee 
ſometimes. Brimftane burning 2 Oh. conſider ,, and 
quake, for. fear, of the dreadful Judgment of God 
npon. $o4an ard Gormrxcn, that were burned with fire 
and br | e, and, how all-Giancrs (hall have their 
potion 1n1 che, L<4, of fire a4 brimſient. + Doft rhou 
but take a book into' thy-handiy and open it leaf: by 
leaf ? Qh con{jder, that; the - time + will: come, -when 
the Book of thy Conſcience ſhall be opened , (Rev. 120) 
werggo all rhy fins are. written one. by one, and.chow 
ſhak chen receive according-eo thy warks:... And thu 
6. (cs that ,vf all rheCreatuges,,of God," there 158 
double uſp Lan Faghs of.chem + rhe one) Natureh 
r16orher Spiritual 3 one Temporal; the other Eccr» 


Haifhall be like a Tree'platzed by the Rivers 
Of Pfr none 1 marty + © (1 


His part of the. Similitude doth fignifie unto us 
»ol. o{ Ou planuang and ingratting-inta Jeſus Chriſt 
His myſtical body, by the--wark of Gad's Spiric, and 
by the means; of A trye ang lively faith, ; 
Thijs Word Yanted is. Meraphorical ſpeech, and 
borrowed faom the ,pragiſe of Hasbandmen, who firſt 
4: cher plany/out of the nugſery pr place where 
(hey $08-4P) _—_ plant them. jn> the Or- 
chard arr Vineyard :, . {0 farech is with. man, this hes» 
vgply plane. - And the: compariſon hojds goed- in di- 
vars ings» |: | | 
+ With, Yor the; Gircumſtance- of rime , when the 
Planes of ale: Eath arcirhys removed, and that not 
uſually 1n Summer, when the hear of the year 1s up, 
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and the ſap is gone up into the Plant, bur in the 
winter-time ; this is uſually” to be feen for the moſt 
part. . Even fo the time in which the godly man is 
planted, it js the 'Winter-rtime 3. that is, the rime of 
forrow and fore afflition ; not in the Summer of 
peace, when all things outwardly may ſeem to go 
well with a man, and he faith, peace, peace; bur 
when God doth give unto a man the fight of his ſin, 
and lets him ſee 'the reward of fin, even Eternal 
Death. Oh when a mans ſins do thus muſter them- 
ſelves before him, and againſt him : Oh this winrer- 
rime, this time of affliction and ſorrow, now is the 
ſeaſon of the removing of this heavenly Plant, Mar. 
(Rom. 6. - 
Secondly, As a Plant is removed, not when it is 
fruitful, but removed, to the end jr may be fruitful: 
$0 fareth it with Man , this myſtical Tree : we are 


nor fruirful by Nature, re ſuch time as 'we are 
planted and ingrafted irifo Jeſus Chriſt, for till then 


we bring forth nothing burKMer and unſavoury fruit: 
but we are planted to the enFwe may be fruitful, and 
being once 1n Chriſt, we ſhall then,: as living plabts 
of that lively ftock, bring forth fruit, incontinently. 
In particular, this planting hath in it ewo things, 
I. Plucking up. = 
2. Setting down  ' 6 nihlt 
The plucking up ſhadows out' unto 'us three things 
en the converſion of a ſinner. . | 
Firſt, Our ſeparation from the' world : he cannot 
be in Chriſt, that hath his rooting ſtill in the Earth, 
amongſt the - men of the World'; and "therefore, as 
we have heard before, we muſt'be' careful,” rthar- we 
walk not in the counſel of the wichtd, nit flaud in the way 
of ſmners, nor fit in'the ſeat of the ſcorſut 1 They are 
as ſo many noyfom ſhrubs, that will be ready to fret 
the render plants of che Lord, and to annoy them, 
and theretore we muſt be removed from amongſt 
them, that js, muſt have no ſecret ſociety with them. 


Secondly, 
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Secondly , It ſignifies our- deliverance from the 
power of Original fin, thus : For as a plant once re- 
moved, receives no more juyce nor nouriſhment from 
the old Earth, from which it 1s removed, but from 
that ſoyl into which ir 15s planted : So fareth it with 
this heavenly Plant, being regenerate, and ingrafred 
in Jeſus Chriſt, there will follow ſuch a change of 
will, affe&ion, underſtanding, and the like faculties 
of the ſoul and body, that whereas before they were 
alrogether earthly, carnal and vain ; ſo now they mind 
heavenly things, being ſanRified by the Spirit of 
Grace 3 (Rom. 6.) the power of Nature, that1s, chat 
ſap of ſin being put away. | 

Thirdly, It (1gnifies a Chriſtian man's ſorrow for 
fin ; for as. no Plant can be removed from one place 
to another but the Ax, and other inſtruments of the 
Husbandman muſt be laid unto ir, and many a root 
muſt be cur off beefore it can be removed : So fareth 
it with man this heavenly*Planrt : the Lord's Husband- 
men, which are his Miniſters, they muſt bring the 
Ax of God's Word, and lay the ſame to the root of 
our Conſcience, and we muſt have many an unprofi- 
table ſprout of Nature cut off, before we can be taken 
our of Nature, and ingrafted into pu Chriſt the 
root + thatis, thy affections 3 that have taken ſuch 
deep roorings into thy profits, into thy pleaſures , 
and the like, all chcſe muſt be cut off, betore thou 
canſt be planted into Chriſt, 


Dot. 3. Hence mark, in that the -Prophet David 
compares a godly man chus to a Tree, 
not wild, but planted, and thatby the All men that 
Rivers of water, and that this is a ſign are not ing/aj- 
of our © inciſion , or ingrafting into ted into Feſus 
Chriſt his myſtical body,” whereby we - Chr i are mi- 
are made Members of the ſame : | ſerable, 
Hence I ſay, we are taught, that all 
men out of Chriſt are miſerable, only they be bleſſed 
that be united unto Jeſus Chriſt, and ingrafted intq 
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his myſtical Body. Out” Saviour ſpeaketh to this, 
when He compares his Father to an Husbandman, 
himſelf to a Vine. and all of us tobranches 3 Now 
he ſhews rhat thoſe men rhat be nor ingrafred into 
him. ( 7b. 15. 1.) that they be bur dead and withe- 
red houghs, and-rherefore they muſt be burned-inthe 
fire. (Rom. 11.) We are al! by Nature wild Olives, 
that bring forth nothing bur ſower and unfavory fruit 
ti!] we be tranſplanred by the Spiric of God, and ih- 
grafred intro the ſweer Olive Jeſus Chrift. We fee 
this plain by common experience, take a ſciene from 
a Tree, and unlefs ir be ingrafted into another ſtock, 
ir will dye, and never bear fruit : So unleſs we. be 
prifred into Jeſus Chriſt by Faith, and the Spirit of 
God, we muft needs wither and come to nothing 

but prove fuel for the fire of God's vengeance. and 
P. u'ſhewing the eſtate of all men by narure, out of 
Chriſt, ſairh, that we are all dread in treſpaſſes and 
6ns 3 Eph. (2. 1, 2, 3.) Tye children of wrath, (ob. 
s. 6.) yea, the very Vaſſals of rhe Devil and limbs 
of Satan; heirs of God's vengeance and ' eternal dam- 
nation, { Fob. '8. 35.) wt ave withmt God in the World, 
ftranger« from the Commun-wealth of Tiratl,” (Rome. 13.) 
11 a curſed and damnible eftare, Units a man be born | 
anew, ht can never enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
(Eph. 4. 18.) Yea, the Devil is called the God of 
the world, beeauſe Men by natare are his vaſſals and 
flaves z he reigns and rules in them, We are m the 
Devils Claws, and raken in his Snares to do his will, 
This is the common lavery of all, high, low, rich , 
poor, noble, and fimple. Ler men boaſt never fo 
much in outward reſpe&s, as fomerimes the Jews djd, 
we were never bound to any 5, yet until the Son of righ- 
reouſne(s, Chriſt Jeſus do make ' them free, this is 
their captivity. 'We read what a great and medlera- 
ble bondage the people of NFrac! were 1m, in"fgypt 
under Pharaoh : butir can no way figure our unto us 
the miſerable ſlavery and bordape thar every mat} is 
under the ſpiritual Pharaoh, Satan ; for here the 19s | 
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the will, affetions, and ail are captivated, and held 
in ſnares to do his will. 


Uſe 1. The uſe hereof may ſerve ro humble us, 
and to cauſe the lofry to ſtrike (ail, which joy fo much 
in ourward rhings, riches, honour, beauty, ſtrength , 
authoriry, &c. Alas ! what of all theſe, when in the 
mean time thou thy ſelfart but a flave unto fin and 
Satan, a dead and withered Tree, reſerved for the 
fire of God's wrath ? eternal dearh is thy ſureſt inhe- 
ritance. If thou haſt thy right, what cacſt chou ex- 
pe but the fire of Hell ? Ir is Natures deferr, and 
that which Nature doth aimat : Why arc thou'then 
(O man) ſo ſecure when thy fins have canſt thee into 
ſuch a diſmal eſtate ? Oh ! Let us labour to come our 
of ir, let us nor ſuffer our eyes to ſleep, nor our eye- 
lids tro lumber, till we have got the aſſurance that we 
are taken our of the ſtare of Nature into the ftate of 
Grace, and to be by faith ingrafted into this true ſtock 
Chriſt Jeſus. 


Uſe 2. Secondly, This ſhews that all thoſe that live 
and dye in the ſtate of Nature unregenierate, not 
horn anew. not ingrafred into Jeſus Chrift , muſt 
needs periſh, and be damned for ever, (7ob. 3. 2. 
s. Eph. 2. 1, 2, 3-) The Apoſtle ſhews that all men by 
nature be ſtark dead in treſpaſſes and fins, and rhat all 
by Nature are the children of wrath, as well as others, 
high, low, rich, and poor, old and young, learned, 
and unlearned : This 1s that our Saviour faith, wnleſs 
ye repent, ye (hall all pri. (Luk. 13. 8.) And again, 
If any man abide not in me, bt is caſt of as a witherid 
branch: and mm gather them, and-cafl them into the fire , 
and they burn: Oh ! how ſhould this admoniſh all men 
to look about them : it js wonderful to.fee how men 
go from day to'day ſecurely in their fins, and neither 
think of Heaven nor Hell, bur perſevere and conrinue 
in their ignorance, unbelief, and hardneſs of hearr; 
in ſwearing, contempt of the Word, prophaning the 
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Sabbath in lying, ſtealing, adulcery, &c. 0 conſider 
this ye that forgen' God! Oh conſider the woful and 
fearful eſtate of all ſuch as live and dye our of Chriſt 
in the ſtate of Nature, they muſt needs periſh; and 
for ever be damned: O think of this, and the Lord 
give thee underſtanding in all things. That every 
day thou riſeſt, thou art in drnger to loſe thy own 
ſoul ; and therefore lay this Dodrine to heart, and 
know that it is not good to dally in fuch points, God 
will not be mocked ; And therefore now begin to re- 
pent, and turn unto God while it is called to day ; 
Defer no longer, but repent, and ſeek to be recon- 
ciled ro God while it 1s called ro day, 

Now the ſecond part of this Doctrine is, that as all 
thole that be our of Chriſt, are miſcrable and curſed, 
and if they live and dye in the «ſtate of Nature, can- 
not be ſaved ; So on the other fide, all choſe that are 
-regenerate and born anew, that be ingrafted into Je- 
ſus Chriſt by Faith, and the Spirit of God, ſo as they 
be the true and lively members of Chriſt his miſtical 
body, they are bleſſed and happy. Now that theſe 
are. blefled , it may appear 1n that blefled prayer 
Chriſt made a little before his paſſin 3 He begs this at 
his Fathers hand, That «ll the Eleft might be one in him, 
and he in them. And this he brgs oft and earneſt unto 
his Father for : which ſhews that it js a matter of end- 
leſs moment and great importance. Now that ſuch 
as be one with Chriſt, are truly- bleſſed, let us conſt 
der a little what great and incomparable benefirs we re- 
ceive by this our planting and jngrafting inco Chriſt 
his myſtical body, 
Firſt, Hereby it comes to paſs 

Comforts ari- that every true Bcliever hath (weer 
ſg of our in- union and communion with God the 
grafting into Father, Son- and Holy Ghoſt: fo as 
Coriſt, God the Father - loves him as his 

Child, takes care of him, doth bleſs 
him, and provides a Kingdom for him : So God the 
Holy Ghoſt is his comforter in all eſtates : fo as he- is 
now 
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now the child of God, hath Jeſus Chriſt to his elder 
brother, (Pſal. go.) and all the Angels in Heaven 
have charge over him. 

2, "Every true and lively member of. Jeſus Chriſt 
15 reconciled ro God, and juſtified in his fight ; fo 
as he hath che pardon and remiſſion of his fins in 
the blood of Jeſus Chriſt beſtowed upon him z againſt 
whoſe faith the gates of hell ſhall never prevail. ( Rom. 
$. 1 Rom. 8. 1. 

3- Every true and lively Member of Jeſus Chriſt , 
15 partaker of all the merits of Chriſts ſufferings and 
obedience, as'if he had done them in his own per- 
ſon ; Chriſts merits” be his merits, Chriſts Deach 
his death, Chrifts Righteouſneſs is his Righteouſneſs 3 
ſo as God will not call him to account for his fins, or 
look on him as he is in himſelf; but waſh” his fins 
away in the blood of his Son, and behold him as he 
1s coyered with Chriſt's own Righreouſnefs , and cruc 
Obedience, 

And hence we have three won- Bonfits which 
derful benefits that we are ingraft- ariſe from our in- 
e4 into Jeſus Chriſt. There be grafting into Je- 
three things which make every ſus Chriſt. 
man miſerable 3n God's fighr. | 

Firſt, the guiltineſs of fin, whereby every finner 
ſtands bound to undergo and ſuffer the curſe of God 
for his fins, and breach of his Holy Law and Com- 
mandments. (Gal. 3. 10.) 

Secondly, the corruption and filthine(s of fin, 
which makes a man more loathſome than a Toad or 
Serpent in God's ſight ; (0 2.) o as this makes a 
=_ abominable, and all he doth exceeding loath- 

ome. 

S Thirdly, There 'is the Everlaſting ' curſe of God 
due unto us" for fin, which a” carnal and unregene- 
! rare man is in danger of every day and hour, and 
| which ſhall one day as certainly be executed upon the 
wicked, ' as now they live, 

Now. in Jeſus Chriſt, by being united ro him, and 
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b-ing Members of his Myſtical Body, we have three 


wonderful remedies againſt three fearful miſeries. + 

1. For the Bond of Obligation againſt us, (Coll 
2. 14 ) de hath taken jt away, and nailed irto. his 
Croſs, and croſſed and. cancelled the ſame with-his 
own heart-blood, 

2. For the ſtinking filthineſs and corruption of 
ſin, (Rom. 8. 1.) Chriſt hath both perfe&tly obeyed 
the Law for us, and alſo covered us m his own. Righ- 
rcouſneſs, as Facohin Eſau's Garments + 348 5 

3. For the moſt juſt and intolerable-puniſhmenr ; 
(Eſay 2+ 5. Gab. 2, 20,_) heſtoord m our: ſtead upon 
the Crols, and paid the full price and puniſhment 
for our {ins : (Rw. 1, 6.) for when Chriſt: ſaffer+ 
<d in our ſtead, it was as much as if we had fuffered; 

The fourth main benefit -which every godly man 
hath, by being one with Chriſt in his -Sanctfication + 
which is a wonderful and ſupernatural (ork! of Gods 
Holy Spirit; whereby every Gadly man»thati4s 4 
truce. and lively member of: Jeſus Chrift 35 freed both 
1m miad, will, and affe&ion from the bondage. and 
Lavery of {in and Satan, and is by hftle and lictle en- 
abled and ſtrengrhned by the ſpirm of - God, ro will, 
delire, and to approve that which 15+ good and huly, 
and ro walk in it. | 90: f 


., And. this Sanification hath two parts, Mortifice- | 


yon and Viviftcation : by the former ſim 1s every day 
more and more moitified, weakned,- and conſumed : 


by the latter inherent Righteouſneſs 1s put into them, 


whereby they walk with God in newneſs of Life. 
Now borh theſe parts of SanQtification are 1wrought 

airer this manner. Firſt, afrer the Chriſtian man. 15 

antred ro Chriſt, planted into him #s 'into a- ſtock , 


and become a living member of his 'Myftical, Body, | 
} 


Chriſt. Jeſus then by his Spiric works'in him ewo blel- 
fed works. 

Firſt, the Godly man ingrafted into- Jeſus, Chriſt, 
receives power and ſtrength trom the death -of: Chriſt 
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to dye to all fin, ſo as the power of Chriſt's death 
and paſſion doth kill fin, and mortifhe their corrup- 
tions : For 45 many as are Baptized ints fiſus Cbrilt , 
are baptized into the ſimilitude of bis death, Rom, 6+ 
4. So as the death of Chriſt is as a corroſive, to cat up 
and conſume all rotten fleſh and corruprions of our 
hearts 3 it eats our ſin, and frers jt away by lintle and 
litele, rall ir be vrterly aboliſhed by death, when out 
Sanftification ſhall be perfc&ed. 1 I 

Secondly, every Godly man recetveth power and 
ſtrength from Chriſt's Refurreftion, to riſe our-of 
the grave of fin ro newneſs of Life, ro walk with God 
in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs. Even as we fee all 
the parts of the body being joyned tothe heed, re- 
ceive life and motion from 1t.: Even ſo every: Chris 
ſtian as ſo many parts and members .of Chriſt Jeſas 
the head, reccive from him ſpiritual Life and;mort» 
a whereby they walk with God 1n:new: obedience. 
and love. 


Uſe 1. This Doctrine doth firſt of all condemn 
the Do&rine of the Adverſary; That 'main hath free 
will in himſelf. -- We ſee here that this myftzcal Tree 
man muſt be planted, he cannor plant. hinaſelf 36+ 
deed - man at 'his firſt creation had free-wilt; hyok- 
ſelf, but fince his fall, thar Bleflingis now fallen away, 
and utterly loft in man. - And che proof -of:this:-paws 
may appear -untoius, if we: will reft-upon the Teſt» 
mony of God himſelf, who profefieth thus of many 
that. the »imagination of. man's | heart. is toil "owed 
Youth up : (Gen: 8. 21:) Now whatigdod can be walr 
led of him:who is, Firſt ewil2” Secondly, whoſe 
heart is a Founrdin of all evi? Thirdly, whoſe mts 
ginations, 25 ſtreams. of that Fountain are 'evily'and ! 
that. not for a time, but' ever, from bis Touth up, $9 » 
thatnow fince the fall of man, the freedam of mains + 
will ro goodneſs 15 {o enthralled and eclipſed,-as that 
of our ſelves we cannot plancour ſelves mro»-Grace , 
or: jnto Chriſt :. For. we are. as Trees, .nor-planting» 
OUT; 
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our ſelves, but muſt be planted by God, Foy he ſhall 
be as a tree planted. | 


Uſe 2. This magnificth the free grace of God above 
mans free-will or merit, for whereas we do fail to 
plant our ſelves, yer as it appeareth by the Text, we 
are planted, (Lam. 3. 21.) It is the Lord that muſt 
work 10 us both the will and the deed 3 he muſt turn 
himſelf unto us, before we can turn unto him. (Dar. 
9.9. Rom. 6. 23.) This 1s acknowledged by the 
way David in that worthy Prayer of his, when 
he ſaith, ( Eph. 2.8. Lube 12. = 4, Compaſſion and 
forgiveneſs is in the Lord our God, albeit we bave ſin- 
ned againſt bim. This is taught by the Apoſtle when 
he faith, that Everlaſting Life is the free gift of God. 
Yea, our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt himſelf doth confirm 
the rruth of this, when he ſaith, every Plant which 
my Heavenly Father bath not planted, ſhall be rooted up. 
( Mat. 15. 13. (Eph. 1.6. 2 Pet. 2. 10. 1 Ptt.1. 4) 
Yea, it 1s worth our beſt obſervation, that the whole 


work of mans Salvation is called by the name of the 


work of Grace, or of Mercy. And therefore on 
what pagt ſoever we caſt our eyes, we ſhall ſee the 
free grace and mercy of God : begin we at the foun- 
darion of all, God's Eternal Eleftion , and come from 
thence” ro the period of all, mans glorification, and 
ſtill ask che queſtion from what Root each ſpring- 
eth? The anſwer muſt be from the free Grace and 
mercy of God : it was the free Grace and Mercy of 
God that he ſhould Ele us. It was the free Grace 
and Mercy of God, that he ſhould ſend Chriſt to re- 
deem us; it was the free Grace and Mercy of God, 
that he ſhould call us, that he ſhould juſtifie us, that 
he ſhould CanHific us, and what can it be but the 
free Grace and Mercy of God, that we ſhall be ad- 
mitted to an Inheritance immortal and undefiled ? So 
that we ſee here in the whole work - of man's Re- 
demprion by Chriſt, there is no footing left for hu- 


mane merit ; For the free Grace and Mercy of o_ 
an 
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and mans righteouſnebs cannot poſlibly ſtand together, © 
they will never admit any compoſition, and therefore 
we muſt conclude, for the whole work of Mans Re- 
demprtion, and ſay, Not unto us Lord, not unto us, but 
unto thy name give the glory. 


Uſe 3+ yo mg men out of Chriſt be miſe- 
rable, and thoſe only that be in Chriſt be bleſſed, ler 
us labour while we live, to be afſured of this, that we - 
are regenerate, that we are the true and lively Mem- 
bers of Jeſus Chriſt. All men ſay they hope to be ſa- 
ved, but thoſe that be planted and ingrafted into him, 
none bur they be regenerate and born anew z-none but 
ſuch as do repent and believe in Chriſt Jeſus, be the 
true lively Members of his Myſtical Body. | 

And to the end that. we be -not deceived in © 
weighty a matter, ( Jobs 3. 6. Rom. 1. 10. 3 Ca. r, 
21.) but that we may afſuredly know whether Chriſt 
dwells in our hearts by his Spirit, and we dwell in 
him by Faith, fo as we be true and lively .members of 
his myſtical body, let _us try it by theſe ewo wayes 5 

Firſt, By the power of Chriſts death. 

Secondly, By his Reſurre&ton. 

If thou be a member of Chriſt, thou ſhalt find 
the power of Chriſts death daily .crucifying the old 
man, and cating out the corruption of thy Nature ; 
For as we ſee in a mans Body, when there is much 
dead fleſh in. a wound they lay corrofive medicines 
to eat jt out : ſothe death of Jeſus Chriſt applyed to 
our hearts by taith frets and eats out as a corroſive, 
the corruption of Nature, or dead fleſh : | (Rom. 6, 
1. 2, 3.) So that Chniſt by his death makerh all his 
members dye unto fin, ( Rom. 6. 1, 8.) ſoas they can- 
not live in the bondage and ſlavery of fin. 

Now then, prove your ſelves, if you to be 
ſaved by Chriſt Jeſus. But be not deceived, Chriſt 
dyed for none bur ſuch as be united ro him, his true 
and lively members : And none are his members but 


ſuch as find agd feel the power of his death 3 to any 4 
Cc 
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fie, kill, and weaken the power of fin and narural 
corruption. Do you then find fin to die tin you ? Do 
find the ſtrength of your corruption to be aba- 
ted, che heat of it ro be allayed ? Do you feel Chriſts 
death fretting it out ; fo as youcan ſay, I hate fin, 1 
abhor ſin, it 1s as bitter as Wormwood unto me ? Do 
- you find this change in your lives, that you do leave 
our old fins, labourme' to get out of ignorance, to 
ſeuve ſwearing, lying, whoring, '&+c. then your cle * 
1s good, it is an evidemt roken that-you are ingraft- 
ed intro Jeſus Chriſt, Bur if on the contrary part, 
you find that fin is as ſtrong now as ever ir was, and 
thar you are the ſame that you were ſeven years ago, 
not dying to fin, and riſing to newneſs of life : . O de- 
ceive not your -ownſouls any longer, your caſe as yet 
is fearful, you beinor' the dively members of Jeſus 
Thr ; bur-wild Olives, wild Branches, good for no- 
thing but fuel for the frre, | 


The ſrcond "property: 


as by a River fide, and being a'lively member of his 
myſtical body, he bringeth forth-much good and plea- 
fant fruit, and rhat in due ſeaſon, when as it "may beſt 
ſtand forthe glory of God; and: the good of man. 
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Which bringeth forth her fruit in due: ſeaſon. 


T4His/id: the ſecond 
T of that [Tree ws 111. dg 


' (man 4s compared”: namely, 1as-it 


1s well planted and ſcared by. the 
River fide; where 1t hath conti- 
naal juyce and nouriſhment, and 
it is well watered : . evenſo like» | 
wiſe - it 15 fruirfnl, and yielderh 
ſweet and: plcaſant fruit co him 
that planted it, and that-in:due 
ſeaſon ; even ſo the godly man 
being ingrafred into Joſus Chriſt, 


Here. 
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Here we (ce then whoarc the true and lively mem- 
bervof Jeſus Chriſt, who is the erue godly man, und 
wha is plante2 as this good-Tree, it jefus Chrift "the 
rue Vince : Namely, ſuch as be careful, ant endex- 
wlr themſelves - continually to bring forth the Hleffed 
frujrof a godly and Chriſtian life 3 every Tvee-is brows 
by bis fruit; A Tree 1s not known by his rind 'or 
bark; nor branches, nor yet by his leaves; But every 
Free w known by bis'frait. Mt, 12. 34. A/good Tree 
cannot bile bring forth good? fruie, anda" bad -Tree 
cannor- bur /bring- forthi bad fruic + 'So-evety minis 
known by this fruit : [He that is a godly then; and a 
rue and *lively'member -of 'Jefus Chriſt carinor bur 
bring forth good fruit, even rhe fruit bf good works 
and a podly life : So a witked. man canner: bur bring 
forrch bad'fruir, rhe works of "darkneſs, of 'a'wicked 
and ungodly life, We ſee if - a'praft or Acrene be* (et 
inco# good ſtork, \andtake aright, it will appedr 'by 
the yielding of fruit. Bur if it do not proſper,” then 
i. withers and 'dryes, avd 15 good for nothing bur for 
fire. Soif'any man ſeem ro be a Chriftian, and to 
be a member of Chriſt Jeſus, -and yer bring not forth 
= fruxe, ſurely his eſtate is fearful 5 white he is un+ 
itful, he muſt be pulled away wia withered branch, 
and to the fire he muſt go. A true Chriffian muſt 
not be like the tree which Chriſt Jeſus curled. (Mar. 
21. 19.) Which had leaves and-16 fruit, but - he muſt 
be like to the Tree planted by the River fode; "that 'will 
bring forth fruit in due ſeaſon, Yea, that which is more, 
they bring forth fruit m thiiy- age, Pſal. 92. 14 Whereas, 
evil men, as the —_— aul ſaith, 2 Tim. 3, 13. Xt 
Wax 10ſt" and worle, and fall -away from Gol FA h 
more and more  'This was the -fum of the Dotine 
Fohn Bapti# to his hearers, that they would bring forth 


fruit worthy amendment of life, Mat, 3+ 8. And the like 


js uſed by the Apoſtle, Lett "your converſation be ſuch, as 
btrometh the Gofpil of Obviſt, Phil. 1. 29. ' And follow # 
belineſs, without which' no' man ſhall fee God, Hebremas 
124 #4. Heirtin (ith our Saviour in the Goſpel of St. 
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Tobn ch. 15. 8 ) is my Father glorified, that ye bear 
much jruit, and become my - Diſtiples. And we know 
how Almighty God did plead this cauſe with the peo- 
ple of Iſratl; even in their unfruitfulneſs, norwith- 
ſtanding his great coſt and pains about them. This 
is. the hope of the Husbandman, that after his coſt and 
pains, he ſhall in the end-reap ſome fruir, as a recom- 
pence of his labours : (Mat. 8. 2.) and ſhall we not 
think that God will require the ſame at our hands, 
we being the; Vineyard; of the Lord of Hoaſts ? For 
every Chriſtian that liverh- in the Church, is a Tree 
in Gods, Orchard, he hath his room and ſtanding ; 
The Lord watereth them with the dew of Heaven; 
the miniſtry of his Word and Goſpel, and the uſe of 
his Sacraments. Now the Lord looks that we ſhould 
yield him Fruit ; otherwiſe you know what became 
of the Fig-tree that had goodly leaves, but. no fruit : 
ic was ſentenced with this curſe, Never frajt grow on 
thee more. It will not go for payment with Almig 
God, that we have been Baptized into Chriſts. Na« 
ture ; that we have a being here in the Church: of 
God and are taken for good Trees before men : No, 
jt is our bringing forth of much fruit, that muſt aſſure 
us that we are the members of Chriſt, and ingrafred 
into him. 31! bt 


Objeft. What be the Fruits that a godly man muſt 
bring forth ? 


Anſwer. They be the fruits of good works, they 
be the fruits of a godly life 3 in a 

Fruit af a, Chrifliaz word, they be the bleſſed fruits 
three-jold. of Faith, thefruits of Repentance, 
and rhe fruits of new lence, 


Firſt, Every true and lively member 

Of Faith. of Jeſus Chriſt , that is every Godly 
man or woman that is regenerate and 

born anew, and (o a ſound Chriſtian, muſt _— 
ring 
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bring forth the fruit of Faith. Now Faith is nothins 
elſe but the grace of God in a Mans heart, whereby 
he believes the promiſe of Salvarion, and the pro- 
miſes of the Goſpel, and applies them to his own 
ſoul, and therefore St. James ſaith, ( James 2.) ſhew 
me thy faith by thy works 5 Doſt thou delight in the 
Law of God, and love his word ? Doſt thou delighe 
in his worſhip, and calling on his name ? Doſt thou 
find thy faith to Purifie thy beart ? (AF. 15. 9.) this 
1s ſome part of that fruit which God requireth of 
thee : This fruit Peter brought forth ; Thou art Chriſf 
the Son of the living God, Mat, 6. 6. This was the 
fruit that the Diſciple John brought forth : ( Job. 6. 
69.) We belirve and bnow that thou att Chyiſt "thi Sou 
of theliving God, And indeed, this is the firſt ſtone 
that is to be laid in the building up of a Chriſtian, 
and therefore very fitly called a Foundation : and 
the Coloſſeans are ſaid to be rooted, and built, and ifia- 
bliſhed in the faith, Col. 2. 279, And indeed this is 
F that pure Foundation that ſhall bear up the- whole 
frame of our ſouls againſt all winds and 'weathers : 
Ir is the firſt work of change in the heart, 'and the 
firſt difference betwixt man and man,” when God by 
faith purifieth the heart : It will ſuffer no unclean 
thoughts, unlawful luſts, or wandring mo- 
tions to harbour there, guiderh the” afteRti- Note. 
ons, love, hatred,” ſorrow, &c; ſuch'+'man 
loves nothing more than God, hates nothing more 
than ſin, rejoyceth in nothing more than in doing the 
will of God, and ſorrows for nothing more than that 
he ſhould offend ſo good and gracious a God: - Again, 
itis the Foundation of all our obedience': For withoat 
Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God, ( Heb. 11.) and with- 
out jt we can neither pray, hear, or perform any duty 
that ſhall be acceprable with God. 

Secondly, The ſecond is the Fruit 
of Repenrance , whereby a man iz ' Of Ripent» 
hambled for ſins paſt, and is afraid of ance, 


ſin in time ro come : This fruit of : 
C- 
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Repentance is of abſolute neceſhty to Salvarion, - ac- 
cording to that of our Saviour, excapt ye repent ye 
{ball all ptriſh, Lk. 13.. 5, And only Godly forrow 
muſt work this true Repentance in a Man : (2 Cor, 
7+ 10.) : Godly ſatrow cauſeth Repentance in a man to 
Salvation i; 'And therefore in the Scriptures are re- 
corded the mournings of the Godly in the dayes of 
their humiliation, Davids fainting, Pſalm 6. 6, 
Exehias's chattering like a Crane, Elay. 38. 14. Fob 
abborring bimſelf in daft and aſhes. Putty werping bit- 
terly; Matt.. 26. 75. Mary Magaalin waſhing Chriſts 
fett with ber ttars, Lich. 15. 38. And Pau(crying out 
O wretched ' man that F am. Rom. 7. 24. We muſt 
moytrn with theſe here, (Pſatl. 125. 5 ) if we 'would 
rejoyce with them hereafrer : and furely if there 
were neither Heaven nor Hell, ncither reward nor 
puniſhment, yet the Godly wou!d ſcrrow for fin, 
for offending their good and gracious God, and lov- 
ing Father. | Befides this forrow in.a Godly man for 
his ſms /paſt,/ he is exceeding afraid of fin in time to 
come, as David, who prayed: unto God fo carneſtly, 
thet he-would- eflabliſh him with 'bis "free ſpirit, Pſalm 
$1, 10. That ſeeing he had ſach woful experience 
of his own weakneſs, he prays unto the Lord that 
he would .give him his preventing grace, that he 
might never fall in the like fin again. So the Godly 
Iſraelites i Exrahis time, Exra. 9. 10. When the 

had with grief of heart bewailed their fins unto God, 
they reſolved £9 make a Covenant with God, and fo- 
lemnly to bind themſelves to pur away their ſtrange 
Wives, whereby they had ſo much di ured him. 
And fo it is with all the faithful, even as a good Child 
having by his untowardneſs vexed his Father, is care- 
ful afterwards to pleaſe him again = all -means poſhi- 
ble. ' Well then, doſt thou ſe. fruirs of true 
Repentance in thee ? Art thou grieved, 'and even 
pained at the heart for thy wicked life, for- thy ig- 
norance, unbelicf, hardneſs of heart, thy negle& of 
prayer, and calling on Gods name ? Art thou _ 
c 


Verſe}, Davids Blifed tam, To; 
ed for want of reverence in Gods worſhip? for thy 
abuſing God, namely, by (wearing + curſing, and 
bannitis ? for conrempr of his Word and Sacra- 
ments ? for prophaning of his Sabbath, careleſs go- 
verning of thy Family ? for thy -mlice, nnbchef, 
untlewn, proud' and coverons th t-; drunken- 
neſs, vindlearme(s; and the he ?-  Apnifi, doft thou 
find in thee an earneſt defire to walk with 'God* in 
obedience to all his Commandments to live in no 
know fn, bur in all thmps to pleaſe God to' the ut- 
moſt of thy power ? Thete be the fruirs of Righteoul- 
neſs, whereby we are known to be of God. 

Thirdly, The third is the frait of New -Obedience, 
or of a godly life, both inf Obedience of Gods Laws, 
in the firſt and ſecond Table : Chrift makes this the 
ear-mark of his Sheep, To htay bis voice, and follow 
him, Joh. 10. And we-are willed by the Author of 
the Epiftle unto the Hebrews, To caſt away twery thing 
that preſſeth down, "and the fin that hangeth' ſo faſi on 
and ' to ran with yatienct” the ace that ts ( before v6. 
(Plal. 119. 32.) This 15 Godly” Davids Reſolution, 
1 will rus the wy ff thy Commutanents 7 "And David 
deſcribing the -rrue ' Worſhip of God, ſaith, They go 
on from firmgth to firemgth, ſerving God in #1uth of 
heart, without hyporyiſie : (Phal. 83. 4.) And iris 
ſaid here, that the frut of a godly man' doth neves 
fade : And howſoever the: work of 'Mornification is 
never” perfected in 'this Life,” but -thaCthe remnants 
and reſiques of fin will ſtfll remain, ' even'in the god- 
ly themſelves, yer they ever fin with/pgrief of Heart; 
and Chriſts death doth ſer ſuch ' work: againſt all fm, 
that-the repenerate man can truly (ay*: It is wot 1 
tut fi that dwelleth in me : So them if thou defireſt 
to pleaſe God in all his Commandments'ar'all times, 
and in all places, and do- all his dutjea%P love'-unto 
men required in the Commandments'sf rhe | ſecond 
Table, mg thy fruits i "doitig 'of good to' the 
poor ' diftr Methbers of Jefus Chriſt, feeding, 
cloathing, and comforting them 'in their need- 3 - 
my 


_—_ 


104. Davids Bleſſed Man. ». Verſe 3: 
thy general calling to bring forth the fruit of Godly- 
neſs, to be much and often exerciſed in prayer, hear- 
ing, reading, meditating, &c. As alſo in thy par- 
ticular calling to do thy duty with a true Faith and a 
good Conſcience, without fraud, guile, deceit, &c. 
Theſe be the fruits that are required 1n all choſe that 
are the Members of Jcfus Chriſt, and ingrafted into 
his myſtical body. 


Uſe 1. This Do&rine doth flatly condemn all ſuch 
for unfruitful and barren Trees, as bring forth no fruit 
of a godly, righteous, and a religious life ; ſuch as 
live in continual ignorance, blindneſs, hardneſs of 
heart, in contempt of the Word, prophanacian of 
the Sabbath : Our civil honeſt men which are ſo much 
admired 3 (if they be not good Chriſtians , who 
ſhould ? And if they be not ſaved, I know not who 
ſhould go to Heaven :) Well, every good Trec brings 
forth good fruit : ( Mat. 95. 17.) Where be your 
good fruits ? No fruics of Faith, no fruits of Repeac- 
ance, nor new obedience 3; bur. inſtead thereof, the 
fruits of i ity, and hardneſs of hearr, and diſo- 
bedience : Alas ! rhat poor ſouls ſhould go thus blind- 
fold to Hell ! To think that ſuch ſhould be Gaved, 
what then ſhould become of Hell ? as though a man 
might be a true member of Jeſus Chriſt, and ingrafr- 
ed into his myſtical Body, and yer be barren of good 
fruit-; No, no, it cannot be, for there -is ſuch a live- 
ly power in-this ſtack of life, Chriſt Jeſus, that they 
who are once ingrafred into him, bring forch fruit 
inconcinently : As we may ſee in the Thief upon the 
Croſs, (Lab. 23;) what ſruit he bare in an inſtant of 
rime : Firft, Confeſſion of his own fins : Secondly, 
Reproving the fins of his Companion : Thirdly, Clear- 
ing Chriſt to be innacenr 1: Laſtly, Praying that Chriſt 
would remember - him when he-came into his. Eing- 
dom : 'and this we may ſee in Zachens,. Lydia, &c. 
( Mat. 22. As 15.) Who were no- ſooner. converted, 
but brought forth fruit incontinently : and yer mg. 96 
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Verſes, Davids Bleſſed Man. 105 
how many dry, fruitleſs, and barren Trees deceive 
the world, as the Fig-tree Chriſt. in ! he is a very 
honeſt man, keeps a very good houſe, doth no body 
harm, a very kind, and civil honeſt'man, &e:/ ( Mar. 
3. 10.) Well, is this all ? This wilf nor ſerves prove 
him a good Chriſtian : For now x the Axe put to the 
root of the Tree, tvery Tree that brings not forth good fruit, 
is bewn down and caſ into the fire. ( Fob: 15. 6, Eſay 5.) 
We know what e of che Fig-rree, that had 
poodly leaves and fair ſhewes, was it notfaccurſed ? 
and the Tree that the Husbandman di and pru- 
ned, and watered ; was it not in the hewn down, 
and reſerved for no other uſe but fuel for rhe fire ; and 
this will be the end of many of our civil honeſt men, 
(fo called) whatſoever they think of themſelves, or 
others conceive of them. 

Oh then, how featful a thing is it to be Trees 
bringing forth leaves arid no fruir, it is the condition 
of a!l Hypocrites :* For they ſhall find ar laſt, what it 
is to be as # barren! Tree in the Lords Vineyard, *for 
that ſhall be taken away frem them which they ſeem 
to have : #8 pfoud Frrabet and her painted face ſhall 
borh.of them periſh rogether : ''On the other fide, the 
Ele& of God, that bring forth fruit az well as leayes, 


they ſhall be both preſerved rogerher; gnd 'prow iy 
prace and kfiowledge'here io fe, and at rhe Jaft, 
whett theſe days of fin ſhall Have'an end, they 'them- 


{-ives ſhall 'be "gathered into the'place of reſt}, the 
Sion of/ rhe Lord, :ond cheir works ſhall follow them, 
Rtv. 15113. | And ho\ſcever works juſtifie nor a man, 
being the beſt of them weak and imperfeQt here 3: yer 
by our works,\.as the evidence of” qur vertyes, we ſhall 
be judged arthelaſ} day, cf 


Uſe 2. This the doth plainly ſhew, that'their eſtare 
is ten times worſe and more fearful, © rhar ' bring forth 
nothing bur curſed and bitter fruits of fin and wilful 
difobedience/ \'-A Farmer 'or Husband man will not 
ſuffer a Tree to-grow' i his Orchard, if it on 

| ring 


' 196 Davids Bleſſed 2davx. Verſe 3: - 
bring no fruir, or. elſe bitter, , ſower,. or .unſavor | 
toe ſo.bad, as none can cat them, for there 4s no = | 
of wee oye will hew it gown, , and caſt ic.ineo the | 
fire. Qh.! Oh.) cher Gou ider this 6 that forget. God :. ye ff * 
| 

| 

| 


that livean.conunual practiſe oh fin and iniquity; L 
that bring forth. no. other fruir, , but horrible, gaths, 
blaſphemy,  drunkennels, whovedom, &e. . that by 
the axe of God. Almighties vengeance ye ſhall be hewn 
down, and 1a 2h fre ye mull, ga if Trepjothet be be 
barren, Ang ing: Wo no. cir, Jl je © es 
calt, ingp rhe,fins 3... pull 
ang. Fj A wreiches, ; hes Yr ek ehing ele bus 
Ja. heaping of 4 iniquity. unto inquiry, and all propha- 

ne(s againſt God and Man ?, { Mat. 3. 10. 43d 254,14) 
If Ce rich, man were-damned that did not + (dhe tus * 
ws to poor Latarss, good Lord what ſhall, 

fx yo chat Kg en] a od were grind, #1 fac 
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barren Tree, 


he T; ord po pokes alway 2ng,wair, far frus 
at 9 hand, Lb. 14. $9. But ga "ro the the Vine- 


Areilex; Cut me this ruby eg Sac rach why 
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that brings forth thorns and \bryavs, is ſoxtercrl i064 
curſe, whoſe ind is to-be burmd, Hib. 6. 9,8. If ye haye 
nar yet begun, begin now co bring forrh"fryiir, 1 meati 
the fruits 'of Fairh,” the Fruits” of Repentance, and 
the fruits of Obedience, of 'a Godly Lite: atid Conver- 
fation 3 if ye have begun already, 'oh labour then-to 
do1t more, to bring more and-betrer fruit, ro abound 


| in good works : Such Treesas theſe are, ſhilll be ſpa- 


red, and not deſtroyed, (Dwt. 20, 19.) But ſeach 
Trees as bring forth no fruit, Hew them dywn; hy oum- 
ber they the ground ? ; TNT 


In due ſeaſon; 164 


Hat is -1n time convenient; when | 4s 

it may moſt ſerve for Gods glo- + The 'tiv)e- o&& 
ry, andthe good. of our' Neighbour. -fcribid! whin' 4 
So that here; we have. a further” coti- © gottly'min Avth 
dition of this trees, ſerour- by. rhe cir- '' bringſesth ruſt 
cumſtance of the rime : | Dat it bring<" 1.070% 
tth forth _ in Wne ſeaſon And. we'know it'js a\com> 
mendable thing in our.ground, and {o in our Trees; 
that they bring forth: their fruit in due ſeaſon,” (If out 
Corn fhould nor be ripe rfl the Summer wereſorer, 
or our Trees begmto bud in the Spring; 'before— Sum 
mer come, men would took'to rcap but” ſinalli\ tote of 
fruits i: | Well, as this:1s commended:in our grvvind, 
and in our Trees; fo it is no lels commendyblein'our 
ſouls, and a true note of a'godly man, and” a blefied 

roceeding from his ingraftinginro' Jeſus Chriſt," that 
he likewiſe bring forth.fruit wa ſeaſon, | 


Dof7. 6. In-this obſerve .thettgodly* - Thurinhre of 
care, and the' heaventy wiſdom of a '.4' godly man, 
godly man, .and one | that is the clnkbof "to wait' all 
God : that he waits and watches his opportunities 
time, and then readily takes rhe occa- to ds goods 
fon ta do:good : Every, thing hach his + 


time 
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David's Bleſſed Man. 
time and ſeaſon ; Serb the Lord while he may be found, 
and call upon him while be is ntar, Eſay. $5. 6, 7, Our 
of which words we gather, that as there 1s a; time 
when the Lord will be found of them that ſeek him, 
(which time is a Godly Mans ſ:aſoz, for now doth he 
ſeek the Lord) fo there is a time when the Lord will 
not be found ; and that a Bleſſing cannot be obtained 
at his hands, though a man ſeck it with tears, as: Eſav, 
did, for ſo ſaith the Lord 3; Becauſe I bave cryed and 
called unto you, and you would not bear ; Therefore the 
time ſhall come, that ye ſhall cry and call. unto me, . and 
I will not anſwer, Prov. 1. 24, 28. Again, Exhort ye 
one another dayly, while it is called to day, Heb. 3. 13, 
For our Hearing for our Reading, Praying, Singing, 
and Meditating, &c. There are times for each of theſe, 
which the godly man doth in no wiſe omit : and of 
this there is great reaſon 3 for [hall we not be careful 
cf the performance of our dutics herein, as we are in 
cur own. affairs ? in-our plowing and ſowingp our 
reaping-and gathering in, our pang off ous Catrel ; 
and tilling our ground : Men' know their times, and 
take their opportunities, even then when it ſhall ſtand 
with their beſt advantage : Oh that we could be as 
wiſe for our ſouls, to purchaſe the true treaſure which 
willmake us rich unto Salvation, as we are for! theſe 


temporal thingy which do laſt but for a time !” furely, ' 


it 1s 'the: care: of a godly man ; as the Marriner 
watches for the wind, (Ger. 42. Eſay. 1.) and when it 
comes, hoyſes up fail : As the Captain, and ſouldier 
in the field: wait their times, yea, and as the Birds, 
Swan, and Crane, the Beaſts, Swallow, and Piſmire, 
wait their times, and then take the occaſion and ſea» 
ſon offered ; So the Child of God doth in his Heaven- 
ly Wiſdom wait thetime, and rake the occaſion to' do 
good; ; as. Zoſeph in the ſeven years of plenty, provi- 
ded for the ſeven years of Dearth z ſo the godly man 
bringeth forth fruit in due ſeaſon, that is, in time con- 
venient, As when the Lord calls man to repent, he 
repents; when occaſion 1s to pray, he will pray o_ 
the 


Verſe 3. 
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Verſe 3, Davids Bleſſed Man. 109 

the ſcaſon 1s to hear, he will hear 3 when to reprove, 
he will reprove 3 when to give to the. poor, he hath 
his hand ready 3, ſo as when occaſion, is offered, he 
takes in, Yea, he waits and watches for it, as Lot did 
to entertain ſtrangers at his Tent door, | Gen. 1-7. and 
as the Foe man-in the Goſpel, who lay at the..Pocl 
7 Betheſda, waiting for the moying of- the water, 

obn 5, 


- Uſe 1, This, reproves the folly and. careleſneſfs. of. 
moſt men, who neither wait the time, . nor, yet. take 
the occaſion offered. :; 'The Lord calls men to prayer, 
to call on his name, they make light oft ; . The Lord 
calls men to hear his. word, men. contemn 1t .: The 
Lord offers. occaſion 'to reprove fin, they will nor 
open their mouths to reprove the ſwearer,. blaſphe- 
mer, curſed ſpeaker, &c. The, Lord cfters.occafi- 
ons to relieve; the. poor, : hey ſhur. up. the bowels of 
Mercy , againſt” them, ,io the matters.of .the World. 
Oh ! - Men. are wiſe 2a take their. time, the Merchant, 
the Marriner, the Hughandman, &c. Butin the mat- 
rers of - God, which, concern the Salvation of our 
ſouls, we are like to that ſick man, that ler every man 
ſep in before him. Well, if we belong unto Sod, 
it will grieve us at the hearr, that we have nor- done 
our duty, that we have omitred our occaſions of do- 
ing good : Wherher-eo her, read; © pray, reprove, 
or to give unto the poor : Well, let us now ſeeb the 
Lord while ht is to be. found : Let us not with the floth- 
ful ſervant, defer till oper. Maſters coming. How -ma- 
.ny be.there that ſay, they will now live at eaſe, 
4n; joys; and will rake. their. Lv 


aſure, and follow. their 
ſports, and when they be, a 


then they will cepent, 
and ſerve God, jand give themie]ves rb prayer # bur 
"let none. think if they do ſpend the flower of their 
. youth in luſts and pleaſures, (Zccl. 12.1.) in the: ſer- 
viceof {inand Satan, that God will accept of theirgor- 


4en old age ; no, the devil ſhall have the dregs, as well 


as the wine. d1.Þ 1 a” © 
l, F lſe 2 
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Uſe 2. Hente we obſerve in the ſecond place, that 
Gods children are never void of the' fruits of Faith, 
bur have them in them cor:tinvally,” to: their 'endlefs 
comfort : © Other Trees ofrevtithes fall *ro deg te, 
and'ro grow out of kind,” and if they'do Hold ont a 
long time, yet age ar the Jaſt makes them to decay, 
and to dye ; albeit you dig, and dung, and water 
them never ſo much, it cannot keep them from waſt- 
ing and withering : bur .it is not' ſo with/godly men, 
which -are planted by rhe Rivers of water, 'in' Gods 
Church '; ' for even in their old age they bring forth 
2Hondance and ſtore of fruir, . albert they be never fo 
old, yer whenſoever the Seafon requires ſome ' Fruit 
of | Ghdly Man, he is ever ready ol Tn rhe 
Game, being that he is continaally 'wi by the 
working of his Spirit : And this is confirmed by that 
of obr Saviour » (Job. 'Ts.\2,'2.) 'T atv the true 
Vine, 'and my Father is tht Hushaniltian,  totry 'bakch 
"that bigreth'not fruit in me, be fibeth away, and ruey 
branch that btaveth fruit, "be yur gwv'3t, "that it may ny 
forth more fruit ': $0 that being” once Planttd by thele 
An of waters, we:fhall chet 1continently bring forch 

rut. 


gens" leaf ſoall not fade. 


'T% is the third point of the 
The third proper- deſcription of this tree, to 
ty of this Tree, the which' a godly man is com- 
-whereunto the gid- "pared 1 ly, by the flouriſh- 
ty "nz is onpa- "1g eſtate of It, hey lequts 
ved, - oo not fall. wither nor, 

"Oy nor dry not, but always flobriſh, 
and "are green : Of this fort is the' Olive Tree, the 
'Bayi'Tree, the Lawrel Tree, and the Box Tree, 
they are always green and flouriſhing, the heat of 
the Summer, nor the cold of the Winter doth nor 


parch 


parch or wither them, 'bur they k 


dear 'unto” Panl, © but afterwards left his- profeſſion, 


Verſe's. Davids Bleſſed Man. ni 
their vigour and 
colour at all ſeaſons. Now this doth fignifie unto us 
the conſtancy, and” the perſeverance -of rhe godly : 
Pſal. 92. 12.) 'For as the tree planted chus by the 
rcſh ſpringing waters, doch always flouriſh, and is 
ever , neither is ir nipped either with the heat 
of Summer, or-cold of Winter :. So the godly man 


that is truly regenerate, he js' conſtant, and dath per- 

ſevere even tothe cid, | 
DoF. 75. Hence we learn, that it is 

not enough for a'man' or woman to be- Perſterance 

pin well, or to take ſome liking of Re- required in 

hgion, to have ſome good (motions, as . each child of 

to reverence. good Miniſters, to defire God. 


to' hear them, to jJoyn with the peo- 

ple of God in prayer, to bring forth ſome good fruit 
1n outward Reformarion of life, ec. unleſs he perſe- 
vere, perſiſt, and go on unto the end, (Mat. 24. 2.) 
He' that endures to the end ſhall be ſaved : And (Rev. 
2. 10.) Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee 
a Crown of life. (Ez. 18. 24) If a righteous man leave 
his vigbteouſneſs, &c. (Lich, '9. 62.) He that putteth bis 
hand to the Lords Plough bag laoketh back, is not wo- 
thy of the Kingdom" of Htaven. Again, (2 Pit. 2. 2.) 
It had been better for them that © they had not bnown the 
ways of godlineſs, 'then aſttrwards to fall away : And 
therefore in the Scriptures,” ſuch as have hai fome 


beginnings, and fallen away, are noted ro have been 


exceeding wicked men . (Mat;''27.) As we fee in 
' Judas, firſt x Preacher and\ an Apoſtle, a man well 
eſteemed that had excellent” yifts, to preach, pray, 
and caſt out Devils, afterwards an Hypocrite, 'a thief 
4tr ,"# reprobate : Mat. 6; 20.) Hired had many 
: things in him at firſt, reverenced- John Baptif, 
him gladly, did many things at his requeſt, yer_ 
afrerwards 2 Hloody perſecuror. (2 Tim. 4. 10.) Demas 
once a ſound as it ſeemed, and one thar was 
F and 
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Davids Blefſed' Mar. Verſe 3. 
Epbeſus, loft their firſt love ,- and grew wotſe- and 
worſe : So that let all men know, that though they 
have many excellent gifts and graces of Gods -Spi- 
rit, Knowledge, Faith, Repenrance, Zeal, Paricnce : 
yer all is nothing worth, unleſs they hold out in faith, 


' Repentance, and Obedience, and maintain faith, and 


a good Conſcicnce even unto the end. If a Souldier 
ſhould be cunning and skilful, knowing how to fight, 
and handle his weapon well, and yer id turn his 
back, and play the coward, he is but a cowardly foul- 
dier, and nor worthy of the Crown : And therefore ic 
15 a ſpecial duty *,. vY7" of every Chriſtian, to con- 
tinue ſtedfaſt ; Be thou faithſul nnto the end, and I will 
give thee a Crown of life. 

Hence we (ee that it is a dangerous thing to revolr, 
and go backwards in matters of Religion, to lofe our 
firſt love ; Ir is a fearful ſign of a reprobate and caſt- 
away, when men ſlack hand, and flip neck out of 
collar, grow carclcſs in the ſervice and worſhip of 
God : For a Man to grow there is ſome hope, though 
he do but creep on in Religion 3 but for a man to go 
backward, or to ſtand art a ſtay is dangerous : For it 
1s certain, not to go forward in Gods matters, is to 
go backward ; not to increaſe, 1s to decreaſe ; not 
ro grow better, is to wax. worle., It is a hard mat- 
rer. to, make a good beginning, we are not cafily 
brought to ſera foor forwards 1n the ways of Godlineſs, 
but then totrip while we are 1n our journey, and to 
wax weary of well-doing, this is a fearful fin. Well, 
then, lay this Do&rige ro heart,, examine your ſelves, 
ſee how..ye grow, whether as good Trees |in-Gods 
Orchard, being ſo watered with, the [Rivers of water 
of the Santuary, and fed in the green paſture. If 
a Child go to School, aud do not 1ncreaſe in Know- 
ledge, Learning and Education, all money and pains 
js ill beſtowed. If a Tree be planted, and do grow 
worſe and worſe, ir is time to . cut it down.) Well, 
we be Trees in Gods Orchard, the Lord hath pam” 
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Verſe 3. Davids Bleſſed Man. 
ed'us by the Rivers of waters, ' when a great number 
about us be in a barren Soyl, and have no means : 
And for us not togrow, bur rather to decay, it were 
the-next way to provoke God to bring his Axe, and 
to hew it down : And therefore prove how you hold 
your own, how you grow in Knowledge, Faith, Re- 
tance and Obedience; and above al! rhings. 'take 
that you decay not in”grace, 'go not backward, 

loſe not your firſt love. I fear me, ir may be ſaid of 
us, as Chriſt ſaid ſometime ro the Church of Sardls, 
Thou baft a name that thou liveſl, tabe hid thou be not 
drad, Rev. 3. 1. Repent therefore and amend, that 
the things in thee ready to dye may be recovered. ' 


Uſe 2. Here is'a notable means to try 'Hypocrites 
from good Chriſtians ; he that is ſound-hearted and 
truly humbled, and regenerate, will perſevere, and 

row in Grace, hold out to the end, fo as their works 

| be more at laſt than at firſt ; yea, the God]! 

man'is like the tall Cedar, the more it is ſhaken wir 
ſtorms and rempeſts ir rakes the deeper root, and ir 
grows the faſter; 'hke the Cammomile, rhe more ir is 
trodden on, the more'it grows.3 or like ſome preci- 
ous ſtones, - never ſhine brighrer, than in the dark- 
eſt night z or hke perfume, never ſo ſweer as when 
it is rubbed, and chafed ; or Gold, never brighter 
than when it is fined in the fire. The Word -of God 
is plain for this : Abraham in all his Journies and Tra- 
vels, though he mer with many and- dangerous ene- 
mies, yet hewas moſt conſtant in his Faith. David 
in all his rroubles yet ſtill was Religious. - The Chil- 
dren in the fire moft Glorious Conquerours. Daniel 
in the Den, a Blefſed Man. 7ob in his' greateſt ex- 
rremiry a Patient Man. | Paw, Peter,” and the reſt of 
the Apoſtles never ſhewed themſelves more worthy 
Men:than in. great Tryals, and ftorms of Perfecurions : 
So that you ſee a godly man-is well compared to's 
ſtrong Oak, or Cedar, or rather a Palm-tree that ne- 
ver loaſeth his Leaves, mn * and Greenneſsz no, not 
3 in 
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in the bitter ſtorms and blaſts* of Wintet, So the 
Godly man doth not ſhrink in che wetting, like to a 
piece of Sale-cloath, but doth perſevere, and is con- 
ſtant even unto the end, His works are more at (aft than 
at firſt, | | | fo 

| — nl to an Hypocrite,- a coumerfeir- Chriſti» 
an, a falſe Profefſor-of the Goſpel, you ſhall ſee; they 
be like painted- Sepulchres, fair without, - bur foul 
within 3 like ro-empry Veſſels, which make a- great 
noiſe, and have no- liquor in them ;' like a'piece of 
$ale-cloath, which being drawn out, and ſer on-the 

Tenters, will quickly ſhrink: in- the wetting ;\ They 
be like to falſe Friends 3 that will hang on like burs, 
while there is ſome gain to be gotren 3 but they will 
f:1] & man'whenhe hath moſt need of them : ſolon 

as it 1s fair weather, and there is no danger pe - 
ting the Goſpel, they. -will ſeem forward, very 
zealous, as though they were the anly-men 'of the 
world ;.- but if there come any thatter of danger, if 
the Sun grow hor, --or if ſtorms oÞ tempeſts do: ariſe, 
that-is, troubles. and+ perſecutions » fop Religions lake, 
and the Goſpels ſake, they will then hide cheit heads, 
and profeſs no longer, - Alb the goodly leaves and 
ſhews they made will wither, and.come to norhing, z 
then they will appear jn their kind,” Such-our Savyi- 
our Chriſt likencth onto Corn: in the ſtony ground, 
which makes. a fair. ſhew for: a. time, { Zz&,- 8;)-bur 
when the Sunariſes, it withers away : :Even ſo theſe 
kind of profefiors, if any tryal, -or  rrouble do-come 
for the Goſpels ſake, 'er that for their Profeſhon they 
ſhould loſe rhe favour of ſome great man. Oh ! then 
they think it the ſafeſt way ro fleep in a whole $kin 3 
then they wither away, and then they ſhew they did 
profeſs the Goſpel; not 1n-ttuth.and fincerity, for love 
of rhe Goſpel, but for: ſorke 'orher reſpe&t. 3 namely, 5 
for ſome hope of gaimor honour, and-fayour of 'meh, | 
er for praiſe of the Word. | I 


Uſe 3. 


Verſe.3. Davids Bleſſed Ada. T5. 
Uſe 3. Let this admoniſh us all,- as we do- love our” 
own ſouls, (Mat. 24. 3 Atv. 2. 10«i Labs 24. 26. 
Mat. 7. -20+ 2; Chron. 24+ 17): t0:labour for conſtan« 
cy and perſeverance, that we-may-hold pur unto: the 
end,. that our works nay be more-at. laſt than, ar firſt, 
thee ws caſt. ws account, before hand--whar it will 

{t us co, be Religious indeed, [that we be ſure ro 
dig (;deep. that. we lay the Foundation of our Faith 
upop the Rock Chriſt. ; and for wang; ofthis Godly 
Care and Circumſpe&ion aforchand, many have at 
the ficſt givencheir names to Chriſt, who. afterwards, 
when they were to-take up the ;Craks. of-Chriſt, have 
one out, and turned chejr- back pon Chriſt.- | $2 
began well but afterwards waxed worſe, and in the 
end became an open Perſecutor, -  Foaſh behaved him- 
ſelf. ugrighcly all the days of - Zebojadab, and repair- 
£d rhe, houle of the Lord, but after his death he fcl1 
to Idglatry;; Whar did ic profit, Lats: Wife :to ge out 
of. Sodam,, inſomuch- az afterwards ſhe: looked: back; 
and was zuraed into. a. Pillar -of Sale-7,'Sd then-we 
ſee here, that it is not enough. to,-purpdſe) well, ir is 
not. .cnough ro, begin, well, neuher is it enough to 
proceed, well, it is required of us to. perfevere well, 
to conunue in a conſtant and (ettied \Courſe, even 
uncQ the end of our days. 


Deft. 8.. Laſt of all, in that iris | 
aid here, that the Leaves, that is to By ow Union 
fy the faith of a Chriſtian, ſhall never with Chrift we 
ſage, Hence 1 gather, that no ele& are made ſure 
child of God, thar is truly regenerate of perſtverance. 
and born anew, and a lively member-_ ... ©. 
of Chriſts Myſtical-Body can periſh, -and finally: fall 
away:  For., whom: God. predeſtingtethy | bim be calleth 1 
whom callgh , bt jubifppetb,,. bens ibs. -aftafuth-, he 
glorifieth, Rom, 8. 30. The gift and calling: of 'God 
1s without Ripentance.- My (heep hear : my; toice, and 
follow me ; - And I give wnto them Eternal: Lije, and they 
ſhall never periſh 4 neither ar any man tabs them. out 
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116 Davids Bleſſed Marv. Verſe 3; 
of my band, Joh. 10. 27, 28, 29. And the reaſon is, 
w6 bear not the root, but the root beareth us. Our Sal- 
vation doth not depend upon our ſelves, for then in- 
deed we were in danger to fall away every moment of 
an hour ; but itd upon him, becauſe we 'are 
in him, and through him we'grow and increaſe, yea, 
the older we be in Chriſt, the more do we faſten our 
Root, and flourtſh. - They which are planted in the 
Courts of the Lord, ſhall flouriſh in their old 'Ape; 
and bring forth muchfruir. + - 
And whereas other branches are thany times pulled 
from their ſtock, either by the violence of the wind, 
by che hands of men,' or at the Teaſt *conſfutned® by 
length of rime 3 it ſhall not be ſo with 'thenr that are 
in Chriſt ; for they are kept by him, as the Root bear- 
ing Branches. Becauſe I am not altered nor chang- 
ed, therefore you are'not conſumed, Oh ye ſons of 
Zacob | And therefore right happy is the ſhare" of 'that 
man, who is in Chriſt Jeſus ;- For neither "life nor death, 
things preſait, nor things to' come; ſhall ſtpavite bit from 
the love of 'God, Rom. '8.' 38." [0 02/20 F007 IEMA 
And this' comfore is confirmed 
Arguments to ' to us by moſt ſure Argumietits 
prove a Chriſtians -which are to be obſerved,” as fol- 
perſeverance. loweth : The firſt' is-raken- from 
_ the Nature of Almighty God : Mt 
is faithful, which bath *promiſid.- (Phil, .” 6.) Md 
84. ptrſmwaded\ (faith the Apoſtle) that'' be who! bath 
bas this good work, will-' perform it until the Hay of 
Chrift. ». | | 
The ſecond is taken from the nature” of that life, 
which.Chriſt Communicarerh to- his Member, ' (Rom. 
6. &Y) We know - that Chrift being riſed" from the dead, 
dyrtb -no more; This -Life "of Chriſt 4s Cofnthunicared 
to us; ſorthat it'1snorwe thatlive now, but Chriſt thet 
livethin ns 54 0% 3 mon minwty 
The third” is'taken from' the- nature” of that ſeed 
whereof we- are-'begorten' 71" Peb. i. 23:3 We are 
burn: anew, not 'of mortal ſeed, but ' immortal, ' Now: _ 
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Verſe 3: 


Davids Bleſſed Man. 
the ſeed, ſo is the life that comes by that ſeed, our 
life, therefore muſt needs be immorrtal. : 
Uſe x. This confuteth the deteſtable DoArine of 
the Papiſts, who hold and teach, 'that a man ele&- 
ed, called, juſtified, ſan&ified, may for ever fall 


* away, and be damned + That he which to day is the 


dear child of God, to morrow may become the child 


of rhe Devil, to day a 'member of Chriſt, ro mor- 


row a limb of the Devil z ro day an heir of Salvation, 
ro morrow a child of Damnation. Now what Doc- 
trine can be more deviliſh and uncomfortable ? This 
is nothing elſe but ro ſet up a Gibber to rorment the 
poor ſouls of Gods Children, ro overthrow the Na- 
ture of Faith, ro make God feeble and weak, or 
fooliſh and unwiſe , which is manifeſt Blaſphemy : 


| bur: we ſce here, the word of God tells us this cannot 


be : (2 Pet. 1. 10. Pfal. 15. 4» Rom.'$. 1.) For what 


| ſhall ſeparate »s from the love of God in Chriſt Jeſus ? 


Nothing. 


Uſe 2. This may ſerve to reprove another ſort of 
men, who are ready to abuſe this Do&rine : 'Tuſh, 
ſaich the carnal looſe Chriſtian, 'ir skifls'not (then 
how'a man lives, whether well or ill, he that-is cle&+ 


; ed, and is a member of Chriſt 'ſhall' be 'faved ; and 


he that is rejeRed ſhall be damned, rhoagh. he. live 


# never ſo well : Therefore they take liberty ro fin, 
; and make Conſcience of 'no ſin whatſoever; © Bur 


they muſt know, that'God decrees a man as well co 


{ the means as tothe end; -And* it is impoſſible 'a mann 


ſhould be eleRted and called, but he muſt live well ; 


2 fo he thatis, not1EleRed and called, *canhgr' live well ; 


And it is all one, as if a man ſhould never cat or 
drink, and yet hope to live and like well; or lying . 


7 in the'fire or, water, and uſing no means to come 


our, ſhould not-perifh, Bur we muſt know, that 
the end and the means muſt go rogether : And for 
a mart to neglect or _— means, it 15 1n vain 
; 5 
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418 Davids Bleſed Man, Verle 3; 
Or him to hope to, be ſaved, :: For if! thoa belong. to 
od, thou ſhalr in. time; be called and ſancified, And 
—_ this work is not already wrought, that man is 
a5 yet inthe ſtate of damnation both of Soul and | 


Body. 


. Uſe 3. Here is matter of endleſs comfort to every 
trye child of God, that truly repents and, believes 
3n Jeſus Chriſt, chat howſoever through the malice 
of Saran; and the remptations/ of rhe: Devil, the al- 
lurements of the wort, and the. corruptions of our 
fleſh, we may grievouſly fin-and fall ; yet, Theres no 
condemnation to them that are in Chriſt , Rom. & 1» 
Tve Gates, that is, all the power of Hell , ſball not 
prevail againſt us, Mat. 1, 6. If ever thou perceivelt 
the ſound work of grace in rhee, findeſt Jeſus Chriſt 
ro. dwell in thy heart by faith, ſo, that thou hateft all 
fn,.and defireſt in all ings to pleaſe God 5 though 
Sacan- rage and ſtorm, and all the Gates of Hell riſe 
up againſt thee, yer rhou mayeſt comfort thy ſelf m 
the Lord, and ſay with Pau!, there is no condemnati- 
vn op, = that. a in Chriſt, whith walk not after" the 
felb,- but aſter the Spirit : Thou -mayeſt Triumph with 
Paal, tay, .who {ball tay any thing. tothe charge. of 
Gods, chojyn.'s .,And, if Gol by; with u;| wha -- 
peainſt us And again. 1 amprrfoaded nothing wy 
rate me the God , in. Chrifi fuſs > 
i fin, nor feat fr It fell 0 happy then, and blel- 
is the ſtate of that man wha. w'Chriſt/ vol 
Ke, nox death, things -preſgats, non things 0 @hs 
bhreje * Kt Joze L Gods, T 


> al welt he dat frat Wh > 


Ere is deſerived another part bf, the _— 
J3 41 of a Godly man ,; oy at + .the \merey 
goodnes of God. unto, him,,, in 1 he lawful oo ings 
vhcrein he hath co deal that God doth of his 
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ſbalt obey the woice of the Lord thy God. Bleſſed (bait 


te. 7. Davids Blaſed Adv. 
nite. Mercy+and love,- dire and er; this; man, 
giving aBleſbng and good ſucce(s. of all he rakes in 
hand z and.chis mercy all men defire;- ro arrain 

rity, and good (ucceſs in their eſtates, - all men 
ire ir 4 lo, here 1t js promiſed. | 


Doth. 9, Henee-we learn,; that it is ' 1 
not in vain for a; man't4 be Godly; 16 --God | doth.; & 
be Religious, to walk- wh God, and 47 | bleſs (the 
to keep Faith and a Canſcience - Godly - mdea- 
before Gad and Man, but it' is: the on- wours of bis + 
ly way to bt hlefled, ro have the: bleſ- children. 
ſing of God apon vs in our places and ; 
callings, and to. have good ſuceels 1n all things that: - 
we take in hand. This is taught by Myſes ungo the 
people of Iſrael : F thou wilt obey diligently the voice 
of "the Lord thy God, aud «blerve and do all bis Command- - * 
mints - which F command thee' this day 4, ©, -all theſe - 
Bleſſings (hall come an thee, and quertaky thee , if thos 


thas- bt in tbe City, , and bleſſed iv the fields Bleſſed 
(bellhrthe rut of thy. body, and The_ſywit of thy ground 
and. the fruin. of thy Gattah, Oc: and" in all- that thos. 
putteſs thy band unto. ( Divt. 28, che | whole Chaprer ) 
Thus gid che Lord ynto Fabus, Let nyt the: book of 
the Lew depart out, &c, for thou ſbalt ;thix mabe thy , 
Way. praſperoys, and then (halt thow bayt good ſucceſs. 
"ny t- 7, 8. And the Apoſile fairh, That godlineſs - 
ath the promiſe of; this liſe, . and; the liſt- to - come, 
2- 7im- 4.8; If you would ſee the promiſe perform- 
ed, look into the Kiſtory of the Godly Kings' 3 Da+ 
vid, Plal. 128. Joſiah, Jer 22. Erthiah, &e. 1 Chr, 
23. 8,-9,' who ſo long as they walked with God, and 
kepr his, Commandments, and were- truly Godly 
and; Religious , how did they profſper- and grow in 
the Workd-? how did God bleſs chem j+ all that chey 
pur cheir hands unto ? This we may clearly behold 
I Zoſ4p», who was a godly and a vertuous man, 
how-did the .Lord proſper 7oſipo ? His Maſer Jaw 
that 


420 -— Davids Bloſed Man. Verſe3. 


that'the Lord was with 'bim, and that "the ' Lord made * 


#ll that he did'to'proſper inhis band, 'Gens 39-4, '2:'* It 
15/fajd'of 'Fob,' thar he was a juft and as uptight mar, 
'one that feared God, and tſchewed tuil, 'Fob x; 1. ' And 
It is rehearſed, how God did bleſs him'in all his ſub- 
ſtance, which was very great ; ſo as the Devil confe(- 
ſed, that Job did not ſerous God © for "wought, - bur” that 
God did therefore bleſs him,” Job. 1519. And the rex- 
ſon is, Pſalms 119. 9. becauſe: the godly''man rakes 
nothing in hand without the' warrant of Gods Word. 
Secondly, he doth that is good in'a good manner, 
in Faith, and hearry Obedience ; And laſtly, the end 
of all his ations tends to the Glory of God, and the 
yoo his neighbour. Ard whatſoever bt (ball do (ball 
44Y lo a 


'Objeftion. Bur it will 'be- ObjeAed againſt this Dg- 
Arine, * that this ſeems not'to be ſo ; for do we not ſee 
that wicked men, ungodly wretches, hainous and 
monſtrous finners, that they flouriſh:in the World, 
- thar they live in great proſperity, delight and plea» 
ſures ? This made David and Zeromy to expoſtulate 
the matter with God :- (Pſ#.'93; Fr 4« Pal 39. 36.) 
Why do the wicked flouriſh in the world, and” why de-; 
proſper ? And again, (Fer. 12.” 12. Mal. 3. 15. Fob 
"21. 7.) Wherefore doth tht way of the wicked proſper ? 


why are they in wealth that rebeltiauſly tranſgreſs ? It 


prieved both David and Jeremy, and made them to 
-frer inwardly, as though 'God'ſeemed to favour: wick- 
ed men, nd to diflike and diſcountenance the” rjghre- 
ous and the godly, Fenk : 


Antw. For'anſwer, you are to know that there is a 
double kind of proſperity, the one we may call ſpiri- 
tual, proceeding from Gods favour and love; 'unto us 
in Chriſt, and declared principally in the! beſtowing 
on us the ſpiritual and heavenly Graces of 'his-Spirir, 
as Faith, Repenrance,. SanAifcation, '&c.”' unto the 
which the Lord alfo addeth the- bleflings and venes 

; (s) 
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Verſe 3, ds Bleſſed Man. nd 
of chis'life, fo far forth'as the Lord (hat judge then 
meer and expedient for his Children here on carth.”' 
> There is another kind of proſperity which is' edrth- 
ly, a thriving only /in earthly t -& Wealth, 'Ho- 
nour, Credit, 8c, all which may befal 'atid do' 
the wicked men, and __— But David fpeaketh 
here of the former, promileth that this ſhall be one 
Parr of his happineſs, that he ſhall Have ' good ſucceſs 3 
rhart is, a plentiful meaſure of all ſpiritual-graces that 
ſhall make him rich unto ſalvation; and'incarchly mat- 
rers alſo, according to his portiot+ : So that howſo- 
ever a wicked man may efteem riches; honour, prof- 
perity, and the like, ro be the beſt; yet the- godly 
man fajth with David, Lora. ſbew me thy countenance ; - 
his proſperity being double inward and outward, the 
chicfeſt of all is Heavenly. (1 Pet. 1 4.) © 
As for the things of this life 3 ( Pſal.'4. 3.) the gort 
ly doth proſper, (1 Tim. 4. 8.) and' the Lord dorh 
give him good ſucceſs. | | N 
Firſt, whether the godly man have Fttle or ' much, 
he hath it from Gods right hand, as a blefling'and a 
favour” of God, given unto hint as '4 right '>©Jeſus 
Chriſt : whereas a wicked man, though he have ne« 
ver ſo much, ' he hath it from God's left' hatid;' that 
is with anger and diſpleaſure, "with rhe ſecret eurſe 
Secondly, the godly man, hath he little or much, 
he hath it with the peace of Conſcience and Joy 'in 
the Holy Ghoſt. David having his portion from the 
Lord as'a blefling fairh,' (' Pſal." 4,4. Dl 214 I6.) 
That the Lord made bim more joyful thirty ,'- thaw thoſe © 
whoſt Corn aud Oyl- and' Wine (Pal. 1428.) 
ſmall thing that the yighttous bath, "is burty" than greet 
= the ungodly. Of 1 ol | | 
Th rdly, the godly mans eftare is permanert- and 
durable; his p perity doth'nor bb -and/ flow,” bur 
continueth: and laſteth 2 bur-the pro] "of rhe 
wicked/is too uncertain 3 yea, whety they'de-urrhe 
bigheſt, ſuddenly the' Lord ſets them in a —_— 
Ce, 


32 MAIS Sed Hani Vetho 
place, and down ey wh, T'/ haragh, Senacherit;,! - 
buchadngzzar,>&v.. And. their fall is the mote. feariul; 
becauſe It; is-not, ovly ſudden , bur in» the: height of 
their proſperity, ſomeringes by Gods vengeance: up- 
on chem, ſomerimes by one means, ſomecimes by 
another. | 


Vie-1: This may ſry to ſhop UF mouths of the 
common Arheiſts of oat who-do- ſay, That *t 
35 in ain to Jarue.. ge ond loft labour to he Raligitre, 
{Mal. 3: by) 0 ee of 6 LN For 
fo they ſay, 11 they. ſhould follow | Sermons s ;aod 
ſpend their. tjme in (prayer, and calling on God, jn 
reading and meditating on his Word, they ſhould 
beg when they havedooe, and ſuch men never proſ- 
per in the 'worlg ; but:that 14 a falſe accuſation, Did 
nat; Abraham. proſper, , and_ Lot; Foſeph ; Jabs Darid , 

iab, and the like ? even. becauſe they were god- 
ly, therefore they proſpered : yea, only-the godly 
man may be truly; ſaid co / proſper, becauſe he mary 
jsin- the [favour of God, he alone hath his proſpesi 
ty from: the right hand-of God, he alone hath them 


a blſiogs md n_ the and. Jove.of God: 
/ mpg hou odly ' man hath: riches 
anger. and: dilpleaſure to 


EIN nor , peace 


yexatzon; _— and diſquiereſs, 
them. wi great pap + lore. 


f gnive 


_ chem) ati 
ew therefore God Joth favour and _ them, Poor 
ſou), haſt rhou no berfer reaſon 'to prove thy. felt in 
Gods, (your: ?.' Cham: was a rich man, 10 was: FEſuv 2 
— m ou World; Phardobi, Herod, ' Nebuchad+ 
dab any | others, and ; yes pever the more 

24 a1God,) dug wicked and damnade, (L#16. v; 


. x WW = | _ 
Verſe 3. Dav > 1/7/78 ' F/ C - ry 


| as the glutton. i Nay, know unleſs. thou, be'® podly 
man, thy riches will be thy bane, and «hey be [rro- 
kens of Gods vengeance, to make thee \mare /proud, 
cruel and wicked, unclean and hlchy : yea, to: feed 
thy ſoul to the day of daughter, --- - |< 


| Uſe 3. This ſhould admoniſh all godly men to take 
1 heed how they fret | and grieve ar the yain-and. un- 
certain proſperity of che. wicked and ungodly, ir-is 
that which troubles che ; godly much, ;az/ x-did / Fob, 
Jeremiah, David, and Aſazh, who wondred,-and were 
very much grieved at this, to ſee the ungodly flouriſh, 
and to abound in honour, dignity, wealth, authori- 
ry, the only men of the world ; and onthe con 

rt , (Pſal. 9. 35) the ungodly in: \milery;/ rrou- 

» Qrce (Pal. 139417) But' when they went. auto the 
bouſe of the Lord, then underfiood they the tad of 'thoſemiz 4 
namely, that God did ſit them'in ſlippery flacts, and that 
their end was fearful. And as fob faith, (Fob 21-13.) 
they ſpend t heir- dayes in pleghurts and £0 "dawn 
to bell, Let us then conſider: well of theſe things, 
and not to grieve at the wicked becauſe they proſ- 
| per, or to be drawn hereby to think the better of 
them, or their vile courſes, becauſe they flouriſh a 
T while; or the worſe of the godly, becauſe they en- 
cr 


dure ſome trouble : but con their larter end , 
and in the mean time ro is our ſouls with patience, 
notwichſtanding the jolliry of the wicked, for ir is 
but for a time, like a great thifle, which ſtarrs ap in 
Ne hs prce ens Rr Gr leans 
or at the poor t y, for in the e 

ſhall be exalted. "ny 


Uſt: 4. Laſt of all, if we defire to thrive in the 
World, to proſper, and ro have the bleſling of God 
on our labours, the beſt, yea, and the ſureſt way is 
to become Religious, ro- walk with God, to lead a 
godly hfez (1 Tim. 4. 8. Deut. 28. 1, 2. Job. 1.7. 
Fſal. 127.) the Example of Abraham, 7oſiph, Juſhach, 

Devi 


I&, « 


'2 Davids Bleſſed Man. Verſe 3: 
David, Fob, Sc; ' may perſwade us hereunts, We 
ſeemany'take great pains night and pling hee moyl 
all-rhe year long, even wearing tout their bodies carly 
and late, and yer do not thrive, do not proſper and 
come forward, but rather go' down the wind. The 
reaſon-is, God doth not bleſs them and their labours, 
becauſe 'they'be wicked, and live in the prattiſe of 
re fin, and - : chou CO 

's blefling upon thee thine, upon thy ſoul, 
body, goods -name, wife, children? corn , 
cartel, &c. the way to ſerve God, 1s to call on 
his Name, to lead a godly Life, and then certainly 
thou ſhalt find that God will bleſs thee , and make 
thee to way a in all thy undertakings: thou fhalr 
hve:all thy life comfortably, and on thy fick-bed dye 
cheerfully, and reſt in hope ; then riſe again at the 
laſt day yoyfully, 'and for ever reign with God, and 


| © be'the Son of the Almighty 3 and have him always 


ROFIETY 5 rhis is the eſtare of a godly man. And 
this grant dear Father, for the Son of thy Love , 
the Lamb of thy boſom, Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 


| _—_ 


'.: David's 


: David $ Bleſll Man 


en it] 
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The wicked are not ſo, har Fen 
the wind driveth away... 


aan V 
Ow: we CATER Mine of 
delcripnep oh Aged i Thy Cre 
man,.a hs ek 09 
ſed, and; No 
wherein he lands : 
Alſo he proceederh to a plain deſcription of a wick- 
ed and fd vngofl: þ man., And he ſers:out his: eftare by 
a ch oppoſire to. thas... which nag | 
UT pmpr tp godly. The, wicked. are; 
þ 2.fimilirude,. comparing him unto |, and 
praperty of Chaft 15 noted to. be, light, vain, 
nd carried away; with: the 
In the, general Deſcription, or the latrodu&ion, bio 


J 


125 Danſe Veaſy. 
by —_— of a wicked man, The wicked are not 


| The. nach? five, and co the wick- 
| that Td mem of God had 

; IDS 

| recompence of their 


6 — verwes. of Godly rhan ere deſcribed 'two . 
: Firſt negatively, they walk not in the Counſel of 
the wicked, and not in the way of fime s, ſit not in the 
ſeat of the ſcorners. Now this negarive in the godly, is 
afficmacive in the wicked ; becauſe the walk i in the 
counſel. of, the. withed,: they and +in chemway. of fin- 
" ners, and they fit in the ſear of the (corners. 

The other deſcription of a godly man is affirma- 
tive, verſe-the- ſeeond, But- his. delight-1+- in the- Law 
of the Lord, &c. But, this afticmative-1 _ godly . 
= in the wicked; for their delight X i $ in. 
thing leſs, than in the” Low of the nh 
or wil OI —_—_ therein ctr day -- 
nighr : So that in es of a God! 
man, it may welt de re th Wicked are not ſo, 7 

And laſt of all, for the recompence of the Pur 
of, godly Oany; the, wicked are: alncacpded > 
godly man is compared ta yorg! 3s plant th | 
Rivers of water, that ' Wings forth fie in {ogvy taſon, 
tay dath wich Je4%, ang i hatſ, pou bk _ 
per. The wicked are 4 theC » OG 
/ Wheteby way ey re obſerve the care that God 
hack, $re oa man have his partrin that par- 
taineth - _— he ——_— be gol _—_— 
encroach u the or that the 
Saints be nve® by wdomens of the 
wicked, but ns Rear as Y __ and allow to one 
their part, ſo to exclude the other from their 'porri- 
of, to that they have no intereſt in their bleſ. 
fedneſk” nd _fo it 4s 'a =_ thing fu 5 10,11) 
rhe e Scriptares, (Pſal. 37. 34. Eſa. 3: 10, 11 
that where the Holy ſ ſerreth down the bleſſings 
and promiſes pertaining to Chriſtians ; (Mal. 4 2) 


Verſe4. Davids Hefed! 


in the ſame place he ſerteth down the judgments: that 
belong to the wicked and ungodly... + 1 


' Dot. Is Our of the general de, | 7}, 0 3 
ſeriprion,. or introduRtion.into the- + The flate of the 
deſcripton. of. a- wicked: matt, in; wicked wy mi 
4 theſe words, the wicked are-pot: ſp 5 1: ſtrabile-/ 

we gather this Dofrine, that the! - 

eſtate of all wicked men, be- they. what the y may be, 
never ſo great, glorious, rich, wiſe; beawnful-, and 
learned in the world, yer their eſtate: is woful, curſed, 
miſerable, and wretched : he is curſed (its. his bam 
curſed in his body,; curſed' int his Ky | 
vile, IN cory's carreh; Te: 


\1N7Ga SO STSTS T; 


i» thy fight, erg 
= = = a. an Gould 


wm "Ss ww * ww. IH 
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> 
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- 


"any 

Prov. «8. 9.) For to doe chai CT Afind Þ nicking jr 
| Prov: 17. 1+) butieve their prayersare: aborninable, 
B+, &ft that turnith away © bis! car © hnaring | the . Law, 
| tven bis P rayits - be; aboninabtti/ | Anil as Solomon 
faith, The: hope of + tht winksd (hal periſh. 1 Bur iv: will 
be asked, wherein ſtands: their miſery rand-curſtd 
eſtare? Anſwer, firſt im irhis; that they" be- our of 
God's favour, God hates them and all 
they do/z and is not this 2 of als »  Wherein'ithe 
miſeries, to be curſed and miſerable wicked ars ar» 
indeed ? to bave God our” ?to curſe. 
have Jeſus Chrift the Judge our: ene- © 
my ?.to have all the Creatures in; Heaven-and Earth 
2painſt us ? For as thofe be''truly blefied rhat God 
loves, and be in his favour 3” fo muft+ be moſt 
curfed and miſerable that be-our of. his favour, whom 
his ſoul abhorreth 3 and ſuch-are the wicked; 'accord- 


ing 


128 Davids BUſed Mar; 


bn thy fight, for thou hateſt all them that work iniquity: 


Secondly, They-have no pardon of 'their fins, and 
ſo —_— under "the curſe of God, and in danger of eter- 


day rhey riſe ; without repentance 
thee 15 no ©3-00pardon 


(Lub.3:; s.) Bur the wicked can- 
Snteet in fin, and delight'in' fin 3 


ye, all her wt ſtand in account againſt them, the 

them in remembrance, and one day he 
will bring”ourt 'his 'book* of reckoning; (Pſal. $0. 17, 
18.). I will irrove "thee, - and (et before thee the things 
—_— done. * Oh Full hrtle th wicked men think 


bs Thidy hey hav op Ged:, ha hell 
t'a in 
buy TS ry either” an -accu- 
Poor wer like Cain , Achitophel , Sawl, _ 
the like:3-or elſe a dead and fleepy 'Conſci 
like Nabal, —_ judgment is no way inferjour. to orhs 
former : :- This fearful” Julgmengy ot God upon the 
wicked, is nothing: runner. of thoſe 
which gre'prepared for the wicked ; and are as 
were rhe 'fnioak of chat'fire, which: afcer (hall tOr- 
mentthem, 
+ Fourthly, a wicked /man is the heir of wengeance, 
and the firebrand of hell; and ſhall as ſure be damned, 
as if he were in” hell already, and therefore Chriſt 
Caith that the wicked is damned already 5, ( Foln 3, 18.) 
and thar fiveways;'firſt; in God's Counſel before all 
Worlds.': Secondly ,-in- the Word ,- whereits their 
ſentence of condemnation | is read already. Thirdly, 
m their own | Conſciences, which is a fore-runner of 
the final judgment. '  Fourthly, by the- Judgment be- 


Verſes. 
Ing/to that of the Pins The fooliſh ſhall not land 


_ 4 5 = HS_O 


— as. Ms. —_ p—_ ac a @_- 
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gun already upon them, as hardneſs of heart, blind- 
neſs of mind, hatred of the light, arid: che like means 
of Salvation. Fifthly, by: the horrible-tormient of :the 
ſoul, which it doth afſuredly-expe&: when: the full 
"o_ of hs as _ be poure upon it. Oh miſe- 
rable and un condition ! wo: worth the time, 
fuch ſay, ny 4.4 they were born. rw" 
. Who 1s a wicked man ? Anſwer, A wicked may 
in general) he-that lives and lies in: : daſcribed.” +: 
in withour repentance. Bur ſuch | 1044 \ 
a man is a wicked man, as doth walk in: the counſel 
the wicked, that doth land in the way of ſoners, that dot 
ſit in the ſtat of the (corners. For ashe: is a godly-man 
that labours to ſhun and avoid the bad -Counſel' and 
lewd company of wicked and ungodly men-; ſo whe'a 
wicked man that loves and likes: their bad counfetand 
lewd company. And+:as 4 . noble: man's ſervant js 
known by his Livety ; ſa' we- may certainly . judge of 
them by their company, a good man loves good cont- 

ny, a godly man makes much of -chem'rhat fear the 

d, (Pſal, 16. 3.) My 1915 ( faith David) ſball' be 
upon the faitbſitin the Land. - This! we inay fee in 74 
cob, (Gen. 37. 2.) who:;laved Joſeph above all” his 
brechcen, | becauſe: he had grace 1n him» #.- 44 my de- 
light is kpon the Saruts ( Plat. 101"\6., 9c) .Bur wick- 
ed/ men ore like birds..of a feather which-fly ro- 
gether, and like will to-like; So-that 1f you would 
ask a certain Rule how: to judge of meng whether they 
be good - or bad, godly or wicked, I know not any 
rule more ſure for a mans outward life, to judge of 
him than by his company ; And- therefore as: Sz Jobs 
makes it a mark of Gods child, : and a certain _ſign-af 
the love of-God to-us,: (1 ob.- 3. 14). if weouth the 
brethren ; ſo. on the other fide it 15 @ feartul' note; of 4a 
wicked man, . when he hath no delight- in the com- 
pany. of. Gods children and faichiu! Servants, (Pf. 50. 
17, 18.) bur (delights only-in the company of the 
wicked and ungodly, 


Verſe 4: 


Uſe I, 


4 David Blſed Mer. Verſes 


Vſe 1. Ler : all wicked mem lay rhis -Doarine 'to 
heart, and:ibe-affeted | with'it 4 and lerme ay to 
them, as:Dawuidſ{aid unto rhe godly ;-( Pſal.' $0. 16. 
Unto the ungodly ſaith God, what baſt'thes to Wo to't 
my Covenant: in thy mouth, ſizing thou bateſt to be reſor- 
med, and haſt caſt my' words bevind thie ? - When thow ſawtfi 
& thief; thou | conſentedft | unto bim , and haſt' been parta- 
ker with-thi adfiterer, 8c. "Theſe 'things-baſt ' thou -done , 
and I beld my peace," and this thoaghteſt' that 'I''was ihe 
"abee. :B.1Þ 3 will reprovce thee, and ſit before thee the things 
thou baſt dane. ' Ob conſider this, ye that 'jorget God, left 
I tear you"in pieces,” and: there be none to "deliver you, 
Oh ! rhar leo the world would 
confider in whar curſed ftare they ſtand in, what ex- 


rream 'danger ro loſe” their 'own ſouls,” clean out of 

Gods favour, io as herhaesundabhorsrthem, and all 

—_— metre rg if-the wrath of the 

King be as the! roarin a L how much more 
- Ererrial Sod; akin 


the wrath of 


a ſpreadi 
"man touch pitch. and not 'be Arfiled 
en ne a6) 


| ud: he ' learned 
life of Pharadb ; we (hall be 
wink at the fins of thoſe whom we love 
conſearing 40 them, are guilty « 
(2 Pet. 2. 8. P|. 12.5.) we 
them, and grieyed at rhe heart, as Lat 


a6t be 
wmthe 
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in danger pages 'with chem 5 as Lat in Sodom 
was tak np. pd houtſhold : ' And there 
banpapypn os a houſe infeed, ſo let us ſhun 


ſuch mPanys as maſt dangerous, pernicious » and 


%ſe 1. And here we ate to wonder at the palpable 
blindneſs of wicked men,” at their blockiſhneis and 
ſencele(s ſecarity,that though their eſtate beas we have 
heard out <f the word of Ged;/and teſtin of Holy 
Scriptures, ſo curfed, miſeradle, wr , arid 'tdam+- 
nable 3 'yet they ſee ir'not, they fear it not, 'they be- 
lieve ir not 3" they fear-no danger, they 'defife-mo re- 
medy, their minds and- hearts are (6 blinded t 
ſclf-love, and ſo hardned'in alf kind of fih arid ini 


ry, that hothing yr rd erent and do them 
They be 'tike the no ſtr W.- C2 
can axake them. © ay ſes they 


rons, ; nets felr: ''As the 
fie, ' Lerhargy;' &c. So; Nig drapery, gu even 
ſoul-fick, and 'fick unto death, and feelerh no pain, 
his caſe muſt needs be dangerous. Many men com- 
plain of the Stone in the kidney, and ride, and'run 
night and day to find eaſe for it; but few complain of 
che lone in the heart; "Men" have” Hhird, ' ſtony,” 

flinry hearts, and neither" love of Heaven , Hor ' 

of Hell, neither mere "nor jiclgment en twore them, 
or make them to . Well, tb conclude this 
p-int, let men rake their courſes ; run onin fin, W; 
1 the counſel of the wicked, on in thy Way 

anni + plane quot ho + Let them 
counſel and company of ; Servants; and 


+ the 
have dove all that they can, ES 


the rime 'will come, rhatthey 
_ ever they were born, ae ly eee was 
I 


the time they kept bad company : $7 Rev.6.12 
Ob wher fools nd nad men were we ! Whie "they 

'wiſh'the heavens to fall upon them, SS 
cruſh 'them- in pieces 'for fear and 


132 


David's Bleſſed Man: Verſe 4) 
And thus much for the general deſcription of a wick- 
ed man in theſe words, The wicked are not ſo. 


But as the Chaff which the wind driveth away.. 


"THE. Prophet David having ſhewed the difference 
T berwixt the godly and the wicked by a | 
TatroduQion, It i not fo,, cometh now- to. ſet out 
their eſtate by a ſimihtude .and comparyſon, where he 
compares the wicked to Chaſfe: and it is all one_as if 
ke ſhould fay, the: wicked and ungodly man 4. noe 
like a Tree well planted and watered,. thay bears 
fruit, and alwayes flouriſheth,; but. like. unto Chalf, 
which hath no ror art all inthe Earth, no. juice, nor 
ſap, but, wants all kind/of good. fruit and greenneſs, 
ſo as, it is, caſily (catrered. and diſperſed with every 
blaſt of, wind : even ſo-the wicked, are not, rooted nos 
afred inco, Jeſus Chriſt, and are altogether void and 
ſhrute, of. all fruir pf good works, and afall;faving 
grace, have; no jujce nor op of goodneſs. in them., 
and in time of trouble temptation , they fall 
away, yea, every. blaſt of falſe Doarine, every. ſtorm 
of temptation, tryal, or perſecutzon, yea, ;the leaſt 
blaſt of Gods anger drive them hither and-thither, 
they know not which way to. turn them. 4 v 
'  Sothat in the , fimilitude, or compariſon there are 
-xwo things to be conſidered.of us, - 
+. Firſt, the matter whereunto the wicked are com- 
pared roChaff. . . _ , 
NE The condition of Chaff,, which the, wind 
be EET TLNE nw how logg» 
Ty the, former of cheſs we are 20 Sopoler hon c 


'wicked reſemble Chef naturally and accidentally. | 
| Narualy, Chf 6 gh gd unprofitable, 4 n 

- Firſt, Ic. is light, containing 'in it 00. ſolid and 
weighty matter, but a very light and. frothy ſub- 


Nance z , ſubjeft to. many alterations.z, even o., the 
wicked arg not ſolid in clcir purpoſes and egeerpriſes, 
SPI an 
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Verſe 4- Davids Bleſſed Man. 
and weighty in their carriage and courſes; but as Chaff, 
light, cahily toffed and blown away. ' 

[t may appear unto us that the wicked are as Chaff, 
(Ec. 12. 26.) light, becauſe; they be light of their 
words, they have not their mouth in their heart like 
a wiſe man, but they have their heart in their mouth, 
like a fool. Do they promiſe any thing? their words 
are as wind, as the Proverb is. Do they vow any 
ag they keep their vows like thoſe that yowed - 
Pauls death. Do they (wear any thing ? they are bur 
as Bellsand bubbles in the water broken in a moment 
of time .: So that the wicked in reſpe& of their 
words, vows, or oaths, may well be compared to 
Chaff, lighr. 

Again, the wicked may well be compared to Chaff, 
light 3 becauſe they are light in their, minds, enter-. 
taining and cm one while admitting, another 
while rejegting, infinite purpoſes and thoughts of 
heart. Again, they are light of their bodies, by cotn- 
mirring many fortications. Yea, ler their vertues be 
compared with their vices, it will then appear, that 
they are lighter than vanity it (elf, 

Secondly, As the wicked are like Chaff, light, ſo 
are they unprofitable, and that rwo ways : Firſt, in 
matters remporal concerning this life, wherein though 
they have ability, as they have for the moſt part, 2 
they want will to do good with the ſame. Cecon ly, 
1n matters ſpiritual, wherein though they have a will, 
which 1s a rare thing to be found in the wicked, yer 
they want ability. 

Firſt, the wicked are as Chaff, unprofitable, in 
regard of matters tcmporal : For, who doth regard the 
eflilion of Jaſeph ? . For eirher_rheir will is wholly 
bent upon coverouſneſs, or -prodipality. This is an 
evil which-rche Preacher ſaw under the Sun, (Ec. $5.2.) 
A man to whom God bath given riches and treaſures, and 
honours, and he wanteth nothing for bis. foul of all that be 
deſireth, but God giveth him no power to eat thertof, but 4 
firange mas ſhall eat it up» | 

5-8 | Yea. 


134 Davids Bleſſed Man. Verſe 4 
. Yea, ſuchis the caſe of many a man, thar where 
he locks up his riches from others with one lock, he 


' Jocks them up from himſelf with a thouſand, or elſe 


they ſpend them -prodigally, like the rich glutton, 
who fared of the beſt, and went of the fineſt , but 


'had nothing to beftow on poor Lazarus. ( Lube 16.) 


Whereas indeed*they are but Stewards of thoſe things 
they enjoy, ahd muſt one day give an account for 
them : And if they be found .m the day of their ac- 
count to have been unproficable, as Chaff is unprofi- 
table, then maſt they aſſuredly expe no other ſen- 
rence, than that which was denounced againſt that 
unprofitable ſervant : (Mat. 25. 30.) Caſt thet unpro- 


Ptable ſeruant into utter darkneſs. 


Secondly, The wicked may be ſaid to be as Chaff, 
unprofitable, in reſpe& of matters ſpiritual; becauſe 
though they have therein a will, yer want they abili- 
ty, whereby they might benefir others ; (fo «3.6.) 
For whoſoever is boyn f the felb, is fleſh , and nothing 
bur fleſh. How then can a man give that ro another 
he hath not himſelf ? Or ſpeak that to others, he is 
ignorant of himſelf? Yea, if this mans father, or 
mother, wife, or child lay a dying, and one ſhort 
prayer might ſave their ſouls, a wicked man is not 
able to perform that Chriſtian duty for them: For he 
that turnith away his ear from Fearing the Law, Foe bis 
prayer ſhall be abominable. (Prov. 28. 9.) So that how- 
ſovever a wicked man. may feem ro pray, or the like, 
yet by reaſon he is unregenerate, not born anew, and 


, they that proceed.not from faith, and a heart purified 
"from fin,. rne Lord doth turn the ſame into tm unto 


" him... $a, that a ' wicked man at his beſt, in matrers 
LEAP tor Exerual, he js as Chaff, light and unpro- 
 fhtable. | | EY | 


—_ 


- wicked exceeding we learn, that the eftare-and con- 


"ol Doft.2.1n thar the Spirit of God 
A hate of tbe . comparesall wicked men tochaf, 


changeable, dition of wickedMen'is exceeding 
unconſtanc,” yaln, uncertain; 
tab! 
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table and changeable, they have no certain ſtay, no 
ſure and ſetled ſtate in this world : | whether we - 
confider the matters of Religion, and Gods worfhip , 
-or the things of the world, we ſhall ſee-rhem like unto + 
chaff, vain, vile, uncertain; and mutable. EE: 

Firſt, In marters of Religion, for the worſhip and 
ſervice of God, how vain and mutable . the wicked 
are, the'Example of Judas doth © demonſtrate , 
. Loon: 25.)' who being choſen ro be one of the rwwelve, 
[fell away afterward, dangerouſly and rreacherouſlly : 
" | -the like may be ſaid of Demas, (1'Tim. 1.20.) who 
* | -made a glofious: flouriſh tor the time,” and' yet aftet-' 
wards he felt in love with rhe-World : :'And the like 
; may be ſaid ' of  Aymmens,” Philetss, and Alexander , 
, -(2Tin.' 4. 17.) who! werecaumed-famous, and:eſtee- 
\ -med: as Pillars 'of -che« Church, yer they" fell to're- 
* & nounce everlaſting Salvation.'-To-this purpoſe doth 
EY Foha4eſcribe the eſtate *of the backſiiders in his 
BB . time $'(1! Job. 2; 197): They went out from 1s, but they 
TH - wir6n0t of 4; for if they had been of us, they would bave 
Is continued *-with us. Hereunto. cometh that parable 


IF : propounded by our 'Saviour Chriſt. (Mat. 21. 28.) 
+ A certain man had -two Sons, aud came to the eldeft and 
| 


be ſaid; $01; go and work to day in my 'Vine-yard + But be 
an/werdd and't ſaid, I will not : yet afterwards be 'Ye- 


bu. pented 'tbimſalf, and went : then came be to the ſecond , 
_ - #14"ſaid likewiſi: and be anſwerid, and ſaid, I will 


Fi Sir , -and went not : he ſeemed forward , bat hung 
n' ix - back.;.he promiſed much, but performed nothing ac 
all. The hike may be ſaid of- the young man which 
came to our Saviour Chriſt, and ſaid, Good Maſler , 
| what good thing ſhalt I do that T may baut Eternal Life ? 
yet when 'h& was tryed and examined, he went awdy 
forrowful, + -* | 
Again," for their worldly eſtate, all cheir felicity 
and'grear Porp is but a dream, it is buras Chaff, the 
leaſt blaſt of Gods: wrath will overthrow all their 
happineſs and proſperity ; which at the beſt, is oſt 
ubcertain and' very murable 3 look upon a 
G 2 
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Saul, Achitophel, Abſolom, Nibuchadnezzar, Nabal, and 
the Rich fool. (Fob 21. 18.) Fob ſetting out the eſtate 
of the wicked, concludeth thus 3 They ſpend their days 
in pleaſures, and ſuddenly go down to Hell ; and there 
ſheweth the cauſe ; their proſperity (alas) is not in 
their own hand. (Pſal. 7.) But the Lord doth mabe 
them as flubble before the wind, and as chaff ſhall they 
be diſperſed. And David ſpeaking of the proſperity of 
the wicked, ſheweth withal, how flippery and uncer- 
tain it is, that in a very moment they be gone, and 
like chaff are ſcattered abroad: So that it doth appear 
that the eſtate of the wicked man is too fickle and un- 


| certgin, aud is therefore well compared unto chaff, 


And by this compariſon is ſhewed, that the wicked 
be moſt unlike to the godly, and therefore he com- 
pares them not to any tree, ' no not to a dead and-wi- 
thered tree, bur to chaff. | 

Firſt, becauſe as the godly- man is rooted into 
Chriſt Jeſus, IO OE ph wy yarn from _ 

juyce, and g ap, the wicked are not ſo 3 but 
rrp Nl juyce and ap, dry as duſt or haſt 

Secondly, whereas godly man 1s fruitful, the 
wicked art not ſo but as chaff, untruitful. 

Thirdly, whereas the godly man is permanent, 
and his eſtate durable, neither wind nor weather can 
ſhake him, being rooted and grounded in Chriſt, tht 
wiched are not ſo, but as chaff, even variable as the 
wind ; every blaſt of falſe Do&rine, every wind, of 
remptarion, and every tryal for the Goſpels ſake will 
blow theta clean away. 


Uſe 1. Let this admoniſh wicked men to look about 
them : Thine eſtate is not ſo good as thou thinkeſt 
It 1s 3 although chou be rich, in honour, and in great 
pfeferment, thou ſeemeſt all this while to be like a 
great Oak, or tall Cedar-tree, bur know thou art no- 

ing leſs in the ſight of God ; Thou art like unto 
Chat, lighr, vain, looſe, vile, unprofitable, and v 
nable z no firmneſs and conſtancy at all in thee : ” 
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and mark what will follow, - and be the end, unleſs 
thou repent and turn unto God z He will come whoſt 
Fan u in bis hand, and be will gather the wheat into his 
garner ; but the Chaff will be burn with unquenchable 
fire, Mat. 3« 12.- Oh that all wicked men would now 
examine themſelves, how they are in the barn-floor 
of the Lord Jeſus, wherher as Chaff or Corn, for a 
day of winnowing will aſſuredly approach, wherein 
the Lord will then gather his good corn into | 
ner, but then the Chaff will he caſt out ro be hurped 
with fire unquenchable. We muſt all of us pa um 
der Gods Fan, great, ſmall, rich, poor, learned, 
1gnorant, Miniſter and People 3 and then, if thou 
ſhalt be found to be chaff, ro the fire thou muſt forch- 
with go. And therefore let all Gods Children take 
heed, that they do not faſhion 'themſelves like unto 
the wicked ; for as our ends are moſt unhke, even 
ſo our lives muſt be unlike, they live in fin after the 
_—_ of the world, we muſt frame our lives after the 
word, 


Uſe 2. Secondly, let all Gods children learn to judge 
aright of the eſtare of all wicked men, they flounſh 
indeed in the World, and who but they, free from 
trouble, full of proſpericy : Whereas the godly man 
1s troubled and afflited, (Pſa! 37.) yea, often in 
great miſery and diſgrace of the World ; and this 1s 
the thing that ofrentimes doth trouble the godly : Bur 
if we will judge of them not by the eye of the body, 
but of the ſoul, according ro Gods Word, we (hall 
ſee we ſhall have no great cauſe to wonder at them, 
much leſsto be grieved for them : Alas, poor ſouls, 
when they be at the beſt, they be bur as chaff, vain, 
light, - vile, and unconſtant; I ſaw (faith David) the 
wngod!ly ſpreading bimſilſ like a green Bay-tree, ſo I looked 
on hin, and paſſed by him, and loe be was gont, I ſought 
bim, but be could no where be found. 

Hitherto hath appeared what chaff is, and - that 
the wicked arc lke the chaff naturally conſidered ; 

G 3 : Now 
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Now in a word, we are to confider how the wicked 


reſemble chaffaccidentally, and that two wayes. 
: Firſt, chaff is preſerved for a time, while it 1s 1n 
the: field with the good Corn, leaſt borh of them 


ſhould periſh rogether. (Mat 13 19.) This appear- 
th he had, not 


eth inthe Gofpel to be the care which God 


to ſuffer the. Tares to be plucked up for a” rime , left 


they ſhould pluck up the good' wheat with them: 


Even ſothe wicked are ſpared for a rime for the god- 


lies fake , which otherwiſe could nor live: Evenas 
the Tares amongſt the Whear were ſpared for the 
Wheats ſake, ' 

Andſurely this might .admonifhall wicked and un- 
pudly finnersto repent, and (in rime) to' rut unto! 
God, and ro eſteem berrer of the company of Gods 
fairhful Servants and Children here in this World, to 
mate mach of them, for they fare the better for 
themevery day they riſe , they enjoy all they have 
for their akes, elſe God would foon make atzend of 
them upon Earth. If Noab and his Family were ww 
the Ark, the flood would ſoon drown the reſt, If 
Lot were 6ut of Sodom, it would ſoon rain down fire 
and brimſtone from Heaven upon the Sodumites. And 
therefore Gods children may well be compared to a 
piece of cork caſt into the Sea full of nails, which 
bears up the nails which otherwiſe would ſink ro rhe 
bottom one by one; even fo the wicked are preſer- 
ved for a time for che godlies ſake. 

But if they will ſtill proceed ro hate them above all 
things in the world ; well, the time will come, when 
they (hall rchink ir the greateſt. miſery in the world 
ro be ſevered and ſundered from the company and ic 
ciery of the godly. Bur of rhis hereafter. 

The orher condition of chaff accidentally conf 
dered, jt is the. ſifring, or the ſepararing the ſame fron 
the-good corn, which ſhall be-in the harveſt of Goc 

- general Judgment : ( Mar. 3. 20.) For there be-t 
two ſorts of men, namely, the Sheep and the Goat! 
the godly and the bad, the ele, and the reprobarte 


k 
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"and theſe do live together here, .cven-az the Tares 
amongſt the good Wheat. | Bur in the harveſt of 
Gods general judgment they are feparated, eyen as 
a Shepherd doth divide his ſheep from his goars. 
Thus much for the + firſt. part of the f1milicude, 
where the wicked are compared to Chaff : Now com- 


| 
| 
. 2th to be conſidered the condition of chaff. 


ll Which the Wind ſeattcreth away. 


Y Wind(in this place) we are to underſtand the 
i- Judgments of God , which in the Holy Scrip- 
o'F tures 1s exprefſed. by ſundry things; as by fite and 
is' fword, arrows, fickle, and fan &c.. And in this ſame 
rofl place by wind, {Mat. 9. 25.) The Wind blew upon the 
or B Houſe, ec. 
Ve Now the Judgments of God do reſemble the wind © 
of © in two things eſpecially. Firſt,” It hach a: bound from 
wi whence it cometIt, tix. Heaven : Secondly, it hath 
IB a bound to which it goeth, viz. Earth. 
Ire Y Then the firſt confideration, in the which the judg- 
nd ments of God are compared to 
oF the wind.is the place they come Tirmizum 4 quo: 
ich from : The wind 1t cometh from a- 
bove, even out of the Almighties treaſure houſe 3 
According to thari of the Propher David, ( Pſal, 13. 
$, 7.) He bringeth the winds out of bis treaſury : fo that 
by whar means ſocver the judgments of God are 
executed upon us, or in what kind ſoever, certainly 
they come from God as the Wind doth. 
The ſecond is the place it cometh unto, even the 
Center of rhe Earth we dwell on: 
Such an one was thar wind that came Tirminum ad 
and bear upon the Banqueting-houſe quem. 
of Job's Children, (Job 1. 19.) And 
what ſhall I ſay of the Judgments of God , which 
came fo. ſwiftly, even as the wind upon Pharaob,Saul, 
Abab, Ananias, Herod, and the like ;- whoſe deſtru- 
| G 4 - ions 
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Qiors came ſuddebly from Fexven, as the wind up» 
on them ? And as the wind 1s inviſible to the eye; 
even fo come rhe judgments of God upon the wicked, 
when they are moſt ſecure 3 Yea, when the wicked 
ſhall fay, Peace, Peace, tlien ſhall deftruftion come up- 
* onthem ſuddenly, as the wind, yea, and as the wind 

is moſt violent where it is moſt oppugried, as by the 
talleſt rrees, and the higheſt hills ; ſo where the Lawer 
of man 15 lofry, he 1s io much the more opea to the 
winds of Gods judgments, as we (ce in Pharaoh, Herod, + 
Simon Mapus, © c, 

Now in that the Propher hath compared the wick- 
ed ro C haft, and the judpmenrs of God to the Wind ; 
We learn from hence the irrevocableneſs of the de- 
ſirukion of the wicked ; A'as, what is Chaft to 
fland againſt the wind ? And what is fleſh and blood 
to r-(1ft che Almighry ? This the Prophet David 
ſhews moſt excellently, who ſpeaking- of the Ene- 
mies of Chriſt Jeſus and of the certainty of their 
defirution, ſaith, (P/al: 29.) Thou (balt bruiſt them 
with a rog of iron, and break them in pieces libe a Potters 
Veſſel, againſt a bar of Iron, or a Head of Braſs ; How 
did the wind of Gods judgments purſue Cain, (Gen. 4.) 
when he had ſlain his innocent brother ? Pharaoh ſeem- 
ed a mighty man, yer he proved but Chaft when the 
wind of Gods judgments did blow upon him. (At. 
12. 23. 2 Theſ. 6. 9.' Pſal. 136.15.) Heod thought 
himſelf to be ſome petty God, at what time he made 
his Oration to the people, bur he was leſs than man 
when the wind came even the juJgments of God, that 
be was tattn up with Werms. 


Uſe 1. Hence we learn, that the power of God is 
infinire and abſolute ; all power is of God, He doth 
bring down the mighty from their ſeat. Yea, he hath 
all Creatures at a beck, and ar a call, ro humble 
man; yea, and the leaſt of all Creatures, when it 
is armed and ſent of God, is ſufficient ro deſtroy the 
wicked, as Frogs, Lice, Flyes, and the like cres- 

| tures 


Verſe 4. Davids Bleſſed Men. - 141 


tures did Pharavh and the A#gyptians, (Exod. 10.) 
and as the Palmer-worm, and the like kind of Carer- 
pillars did the men of Jadah and Irael : (Fol 1. 3+ 
4.) and therefore this muſt needs be a terror unto 
the wicked, who are no ſtronger chan the Chaff, to 
reſiſt the wind of Gods judgments, This may teach 
them humility, and pulldown the haughtin eſs of their 
hearts, when they ſhall hear che irrevocableneſ(s of 
their deſtrufion. 


- fe 2. Seeing the deſtruction of the wicked 1s 
Irrevocable, and that the judgments of God come 
ſuddenly ; we are caught hereby, that it is our duty 
to awake outof fin, and to be watchful over cur own 
ſouls. We muſt not ſleep in fin, neither give our 
ſelves to ſecuriry , but be catcful and circumſpeR, 
that we be nor ſuddenly overtaken ; this 1s that 
charge which our Saviour giveth : ns: 24') Watch 
thertfore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour It 
which the Son of man will come. The judgments of 
God are threatned to come upon thee ſuddenly, as 
the Wind : thou knoweſt nor wherher thou ſhalt haye 
an hour, or a moment of time given thee ro repent, 
thou maiſt be ſmitren with ſudden Death, when thou 
riſeſt out of thy bed, thou knoweſt not whether thou 
ſhale” lye down again : When thou lyeſt down upcn 
thy bed, thou knoweſt not what may happen unto thee 
ere it be day. (Prov. 27. 1.) Boaſt not of t© morrow, 
for thou bnoweſt not what a day may bring forth. and 
therefore while ir is to day, let us repent, and labour 
to be reconciled ro God in Chriſt, that when his judg- 
ments ſhall come as the wind, (vddenly the deſtroyer 
may paſs over vs, and we remain fafe under thgg{ba- 
dow of the Almighty. 

Hicherro hath the Prophet deſcribed rhe woful 
eſtare and condition of the Wicked here in this 
life. Now in the next verſe, by way of prophefie or 
rhreatning, he ſets out rheir eſtdre and condition 1n 
the life ro come, which ftate and candjrion, the Lorcl 
G 5g of 
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of his infinire mercy keep us from falling into, which 
we are too ſubje& unto by our corrupt nature and 
finful life : And we beſeech thee that thou wilt pur 
away from us all hurtful things, which are the cauſes 
of thy wrath and indignation , and to give us thoſe 
things which be more profitable for us, and chiefly thy 
ney an pitry, that ſs we running to thy | 
may be made partakers of ws Heavenly Treaſure, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and only Saviour , 


' Ann. 
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Verſe 5. 
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The Fifth Sermon. : 
fe! Verſe 5. 

Therefore the wicked (ball not be able to ſtand 
in judgment, ner ſinners in the aſſembly of 
the Righteous, 

s Ere the Prophet deſcribes the- wicked 


and magna man by his. fearful end, 
and that which ſhall befall him here- 
after, and that he draweth jnto_twa 
phraſes of ſpeech : Firſt, Thy [ball 
not ſtand in judgment : Secondly , They 

ſhall not be aſſociates with the jſt, So that we ſee , 

that howſoever now the wicked bear it out, and ſeem 
nn to be the only men in the world, yet in the great 

day of the Lord, when we muſt all appear before 
his Bar, that will judge juſtly without reſpeR of per- 
ſons 3 then theſe wretched men ſhall noc be able ro 
ſtand, that is, to endure the ſentence of the Judge, 
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and his angry countenance, bur ſhall receive the fear- 
ful doom of Ecrcrnal death. Depart from me ye cur- 
ſed, ec. 

Well then, by this we learn that there ſhall be a 
judgment, wherein men muſt ſtand to appear before 
God, to give account of rhetr works 3 and this we 
«knowledge in that Article of our Faith, when we 
tay, We believe. chat be ſhall come to fudge both the 
quick and the dead. Behold (faith the Lord) the day 
cometh that (hall burn as an Oven, and all the proud, 
and all the wicked ſhall be as Ffiubble 3 and the day that 
cometh ſhall burn them up. And our Saviour alluding 
to that day ſaith, (Mat. 25." 4t.) Then will I ſay to 
them on my left hand, &c. Again, / Afts 17.31. 2 Cor. 
$. 2 Theſſ, 1. 7, 8, 9.) He hath appointed a day in the 
which he will julge the world in righteouſneſs. Now 
if there were no more, places in Scripture, but this 
Text, it might ſuffice to prove that there ſhall be a 
day of Judgemenr. But beſides theſe Teſtimonies, 
there be certain Reaſons that prove the ſame, taken 
from the nature of God, and his principal Attribures, 
his Mercyand Juſtice, which-we muſt needs confeſs 
he is moſt true in both ; he is moſt merciful and moſt 
juſt in all his ways. 

And therefore having promiſed it ſhall go well with 
bis Children, that they (hall be happy and. bleſſed, 
and thar che wicked ſha!t be miſerable and curſed, m | 
theſe rwo reſpes ir muſt needs be, that rhere muſt | 
be a day of Judgment; for in this wortd who endure | 
more miſery, gricf, and wrong, than Gods children, Ft 
who are contemned, mocked, miſ-ufed, -and by atl | 
means abufed by wicked men ? They are in want, i / 
fickne(s, perſecurion, in poverty, (Lab 16.) and a 
thopſand miſeries beſides, Bur the wicked flouriſh, f 
kve in wealth and cafe, and all thimgs that heart can Kc 
wiſh, Now then, feeing this is the eftare of Gods W* 
Children in this World, fall of rronbles and miſerics, Er 
and the wicked live at caſe, according to their luſts : 
It muſt needs ſollow, that there muſt be a day of 


judg- 
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judgment, when God ſhall ſhew his mercyin bleſſing 
and crowning the vertues of his children, and like- 
wiſe in execating Juſtice upon the wicked. 


Uſe 1, Oh that men and women could ofren think 
of this time, of the laſt day of 'Judgment ! O! thar 
we could beſtow rhat time which we beſtow upon our 
pleaſures and fooliſh ſports, to meditate on this day ! 
Oh that men would beſtow that time which they be- 
ſtow on unprofitable, if not ſinful exerciſes ; as car- 
ding, dicing, decking , and painting thoſe Carcaſſes 
of theirs! O (Ifay) happy were we, if we could be- 
ſtow this time in thinking on his judgment , what 
ſhall then become of us evermore. 

There is no man fo wretched -and deſperate , but 
he can wiſh with Balaam, Oh that I might dye the death 
of the righteous, and that my lai end might be like one 
of theirs ! Labour now then ir rime ro become # new 
Creature, walk with God: in obedience ; labour for 
ſanRificarion, and this will cauſe thee to ſtand out in 
that judgment day. 

Now that the wicked ſhall not land in the judgment, 
ſome may here obje& and fay, This is that which we 
defire, that we may nor appear before the face of thar 
angry Judge, whoſe preſence is ſo intolerable. 

Bur alas, this is not all; for then the wicked may 
ſeem to be bleſſed, if they might here delight in fin , 
and drink down iniquity like water, and-never be cal- 
led to account for the ſame. Therefore the wicked 
ſhall appear in judgment ; and yer nor any whit con- 
trary to this Text, which ſaith, The wicked ball not 
flazd in judgment, and that 1n theſe four-reſpeRs. 

Firſt, Inregard of their appearance, The Lord will 
mter into judgment with all flb: if with all fleſh, then 
chiefly with ſuch kind of fleſh as are ſpecies of genus : 
So fleſh, as that they are nothing but tteſh, that have 
not the ſced of che Spirit remaining in them. 


Secondly, 


F 
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Secondly, They muſt ariſe,and appear in. this Judg- 
- ment, in reſpet of ſinners arraignment at $ 
Judgment bar. For we muſt not only appear in judg- 
ment, but before the Judgment ſeat of Chriſt. 

Thirdly, They muſt riſe and appear in this Judg- 
ment to be indited ; for God will bring every work of 
theirs into judgment, whether it be good or evil, 

+ Fourthly, and laſtly, They. muſt ariſe and ſtand in 

this Judgment, to hear the ſentence of the Judge of 
Heaven and Earth paſs againſt them, Depart from me 
ye curſed. into Evirlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil, 
and \bis Angdls : A thundring ſentence indeed, able 
Cifir were poſlible) ro wound to death the hearts of 
the wicked, but they ſhall afrer death never dye. 
Yea, eyery word of the ſentence ſeems to be moſt 
jearful and terrible. 

Firſt, Whar they hal do ; Depart. 

Secondly, How they ſhall depart z Curſed. 

Thirdly, From whom 2? From me. 

. Fourthly, Whither, Into fire. 
Fifthly, Into what fire ? Everlaſting fire. 
- Sixthly, By what right? Prepared. . 
. .Seventhly, With what company ? The Devil and bis 
els 


Hitherto, And thus far, the wicked muſt ariſe, and 
ſtand in judgment 3 bur after this ſenrence is once 
given, they [ſhall never riſe up to appear in judgment 
any more. But where it is ſaid, They (hall net ſtand 
in- judgment, this is meant only in reſpe& of Gods 
favour : for, this is proper only to rhe godly, thus to 
ſtand in judgment, who are bold in reſpe& of Jeſus 
Chriſt their elder Brother : in whoſe Righteouſneſs 


they appear, 


Uſe 1. Oh that men would conſider this, high, þ 


Jow, rich, poor, noble, and ſimple , That no wicked 
man ſhall fland in judgment, bur (ball hear the fear- 
ful ſentence of Ercrnal vengeance, Depart ſrom me y! 


trſed, Oh how ready are men to put from nel 
this 
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- them from the wrath of God the angry: 
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this day of reckoning ! They ſeem to have made a 
league with death, and to- be at an agreement with + 
the grave. But the Lord will diſanul this their apree- 
ment, (Eſay. 28, 14.) and the time will come when 
theſe wicked wrertches will be glad to put their heads 
in an auger-hole, when they ſhall cry unto the racks 
and hills to fall upon them, to hide them, and cover 


» whom 
they are not able to endure. Who would 
at ſuch a rate, or pleaſures ſo dear, to loſe his foul 
in am forever, for the pleaſures of fin for-a ſea 
ere. 


' Uſe 2. Secondly, We are taught here, that as all 
wicked and y men be wretched and miſcradle 
in their life, ſo at the day of jud their eftate 
is much more fearful : for ir is (ad here, '7hy ſhall 
not fland in Fudgment, but ſhall quake and tremble, as 
not being able to endure the angry countenance of the 

udge : (Rev.2e-1 5.) For now they ſhall ſee the Books 

he forth, and their fins lard open. - O good 

, what ſhall ungodly men do then ? Which way 
ſhall they turn them when they ſhall ſee the :-Judge 
ſtand above chem, with a naked fword ro cut them 
off, and the Devils ready to execure Gods 


Erernal 
Ju ts on them ; poor ſouls, whar' ſhall become 


of them? How can they ſtand ? How can they en- 
dure it ? and yet they muſt undergo jr, and - endure 
It, 


But more than this, they muſt receive that fearful 
ſentence of Erernal vengeance, Depart from me ye cur» 
(td, ' &6, So as now they muſt remain in perpetual 
priſon, in the dark dungeon of Hell for-ever, where 


| the pains are endleſs, caſlefs, and remedileſs : They 


ſhall have no caſe, no, not one drop of water to cool 
their rongue : And this word everlaſting torment, doth 
even kill the heart of the damned 3 for ifa man lyein 
hell-rorments ſa; many thouſand years as there Hes 
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ſtars in the Firmament, or Sand on the Sea-ſhore : 
*. CEſay. 30. 30.) It were ſome comfort ro a damned 
foul, that once there might be an end thereof. Bur 
alas, when he hath ſuffered rorments fo many years , 
the number - ro ſuffer ſtill will ever remain infinite. 
God give us Grace that we may become righteous.that 
we may ſtand in judgment. 

The ſecond part of the miſery of a wicked man in 
the life rocome is : 


He ſhall not fland in the Aſſembly of the 


Taft. 


N theſe words is noted out unto us a ſecond branch, 
ob the judgment of che wicked inthe life to come , 
That they ſhall be ſevered and ſecluded from the com- 
pany of rhe juſt. 
Heaven 35 called the New. Jeruſalem, wherein enters 
no unclean thing : This is the place where the juſt 
only do abide : Hereare all the Holy Patriarks, Ab/4- 
ham, Iſaac, and Jacob, here are the Apoſtles, here 
are the - godly Martyrs, and conſtant witneſſes of 
Chriſts trurly 3 here are all the Saints rhat ſleep in 
Chrift, here they reft and fing'continually, Praiſe , 
honour, | and glory unto bim that fitteth upon tht Thront : 
they enjoy the preſence of God, and ſee his face con- 
tinually. Now to be deprived of this place, and to 
be ſevered from this company, it is miſery with a wit- 
neſs, and this is that miſery here pointed our in the 
_ place , Thiy ſhall not ſiana in the "Aſſembly of 
the juſt, "I%t A 
The Church is to: be underſtood two ways, 0Mili- 
taxt and Trizmpbant, and from both . of theſe the 
wicked: are excluded : for howſoever the wicked be 
amongſt the godly, as Tares amongſt the goed whear, 
as Cain and Eſai, and Fudas did amongſt the- godly : 
yer they were not of the godly, they went out from us, 
becauſe they were not of 1s; Bur this is nor direAly »” 
ten 
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tended in this place, but of the Church Trizmpbant 
in the —_— of Heaven, where the godly enjoy 
Jeſus Chriſt, { Pſal. 16. 11.) In whoſe preſence is the 
fulneſs of joy, and at whoſe right band us pleaſure for 
evermore : here the wicked ſhall not fland in the A 
Jembly. If Adam for one fin was driven our of Para- 
diſe, O Lord what ſhall a poor ſinner expe&, that 
hath a world of fins ? (Exod. 3.) And if Moſes might 
not be ſuftered to ſtand upon the holy ground, before 
he had pur off his ſhoes, Oh / how much lefs ſhall 
ſinful wrerches ſtand in the preſence of the ever-liv- 
ing God, having on the ſhoes of their ſinful. affe&i- 
ons? Yea, it 1s juſt with God, that ſuch ſhould be 
ſhur from Heaven, the Charch-Triumpbant, ſeeing they 
never warred in the Church-Militant. 


Neither the ſinners in the Aſſembly of the 
Tuſt. 


Ere then we learn, that there are two ſorts 
| men in the world? -good and bad ; ſheep, a 
goatsz EleRt and Reprobate : And here in this world 
they live togerher, bur after death, in the laſt judg+ 
ment, there ſhall be two places appointed for them, 
one on the right hand; another on the lefr; one 1n 
honour, the other in ſhame 3 one in joy and com- 
fort, (Mat. 25. 34-) the other in fear and horrour, 
And as wicked men in this life could never abidethe 
company end ſociety of the godly, bur did mock and 
ſcoffat them, and ſhun their company as much as 
they could : fo in the grear day of account, at the ge- 
neral ſeparation , The ſinners ſhall not appear in the Af- 
ſembly of the Righteous, bur ſhall be ' ſevered and ſun- 
dred by the great Shepherd of the Sheep, the Judge 
of the World. 

Now that wicked men ſhun and avoid the compe- 
ny of the godly, and do defire and ſeek the compa- 
by of the wicked, ir is plain by enperietitey- yan 
there- 
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therefore-it is juſt with God, that at the laſt-day they 
ſhall be ſevered, and ſecluded their company , and as 
they loved and delighted in the company of wicked 
men, and ſuch as have no fear of God before their 
eyes 3 ſo now they ſhall have their. belly fall of their 
company. How did Cai» hate Abrl ? Pharaoh, Moſes, 
and- Aaron ? Saut , David? The Jews, our Saviour 
Chriſt ? Elimas the company of Paul? And on the 
comrary part, (Pſal. 50.) how one wicked man doth 
love the company of anorher like himſelf, Common 
experience doth prove it. 

And here wicked men be noyſom- and troubleſom 

to the, godly, as goats to ſheep 3 (Ext. 4) They 
tread. down their paſture, they trample in their wa- 
ter, and they puſh them with their horns; Chriſts 
ſheep now ſuſtain ſundry wrongs and 1njuries , and 
are much. annoyed and vexed by thoſe ſtinking and 
anfuly goats: (Mal. 3. 18.) But there will, cotne a 
day of ſeparation, to the horrour of the wicked, and 
comfort of the godly. 
" Further, In theſe words we may conſider the eſtate 
of che Righteous ar the laſt judgment: thar is: of the 
ele& of God, ſuch as have truly repented of their 
fins, by faith believe and embrace Jeſus Chriſt , and 
are juſtified through - his obedience in the fight of 
God z ſurely their eſtate ſhall be bleſſed. and happy, 
and fo- great, that the yery wicked ſhall be much 
aſhamed and aſtoniſhed ro behold the ſame. 

' Firſt, They (ball be ſet on Chriſts right hand, which 
is no ſmall honour and joy for ou filly ſouls to be 
advanced to fit on the right hand of Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Son of God, and the great judge of the World, 

Secondly, They ſhall hear the blefled ſentence , 
Come ye bleſſed, &c. (Met. 25.) 

Thirdly, They ſhall be pur in real poſſeſſion of 
Eternal Salvation in the Kingdom of Heaven, and live 
in the blefſed preſence of God the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, the Ele& Angels and bleſſed Saints , 
where there ſhall be no ſorrow, pain , ſickneſs, &c. 

Rev. 
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in the Loyd, for they reft from their labours': So then af- 
ter death they have a ſweet quietus eft, and a general 
diſcharge and freedom from all Enemies of ſoul and 
body, from all trouble, pam, and grief.” 'Whereas 
the wicked and ungodly ſhall be iv a clean contrary 
ſtate and condition :: for they ſhall nor come inro the 
company of the righteous , nor ſhall have no part in 
thar place of their comfort, honour, joy, and digni- 
ty; bur ſhall be ſer on Chriſts left hand, a' place of 
exceeding ſorrow, and grief, ſhame, and . confuſion , 
horror and trembling. | 

This might admomſh all wicked and fin- 
ners to repent in'time, to turn to God | by'rr m_ 
tance, and amendment of their lives, to eſteem be 
ter of the Company of Gods faichfal Servants , and 
righreous Children 10'this world, and to' make much 

rhem.Bur if they will ſtifl proceed ro hare rhem, to 
fer themſelves againſt che godly, ro ſhun: rheir _— 
nyand'to hate themabove all the things:iw the : 
Well, yer remember the rime-willl come; rhar = ſhall 
think it rhe greateſt: miſery in the World; 'thar ye 
ſhall be ſevered and ſundred from their company , 
and in ſo: being, ſhall be ſevered and ſundred from 
the company of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, of God the Fa- 
ther, and all the bleſſed Saints arid Angels of God in 
Heaven, (Wd. 5. 1, 2,3, 4) Then ſhall the Righteous 
ſtand in great boldneſs brfore him that perſicuted bin, &6: 
Thus ye ſee rhe madneſs and extream folly of wicked 
men, they hate them whom rhey ought moſt ro love, 
= love them whom they ought moſt to diſlike and 

un, 

Let men take heed with whom they - joyn them« 
ſelves in ſociety : ſeeing with whom they keep: com- 
pany in this Life, in Death chey ſhall e with 


them, -and after at rhe laft judgment be joyned 
with them in Hell-fire for ever. He that” now is fa« 
miliar, and a companion of Reprobates and ungodly 
men, as Atheiſts , Papiſts', Swearers , 


» 
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Scorners, &c. certainly- in death he ſhall be puniſhed 
with-chem, and after dearh have his abiding with 
them forever. (Rev. 18. 4.) ' So he that is now a 
companion with all thoſe that fear God , ſurely , he 
ſhall have a part with them in death, and at-the- laſt 
judgment ſhall be placed with them in joy and eter- 
nal happineſs, which ſhall never have an end in the 
higheſt heavens. 

Tt is thought to be a matter of little or no mo- 
ment, what company a man keeps, to live amongſt 
Swaggerers, Swearers, Drunkards , Atheiſts, &c. 
but the truth is, it is a fearful ſign of a Reprobate , 
and he that is now a companion with. chem in their 
ſins, ſhall after death rake part with them in their 
plagues in Hell, with the Devil and his Angels, where 
the fire is unquenchable, the torment inſupportab le , 
hopeleſs , helpleſs , caſeleſs, and endleſs : Ir is a 
fire which never waſteth, bur it maketh the torment 
and the pain of the wicked and ungodly finners per- 
petual : | There the Glutron ſhall be fed with hunger 
and thirſt, the Drunkard quaff bouls of burning 
brimſtone ; the fluggard and the idle perſon, ſhall be 
pre forward with flaming and red hot forks of 

ron, the Juſtful ſhall embrace ſnakes and ugly ſer- 
pents ; and the proud ſhall be apparelled with ſhame 
and confuſion : The Ulſurer and Extortioner ſhall have 

Gold and Silyer - poured down their throats ſcaldin 

hot, and this ſhall be the portion of all rhoſe wicke 
* and ungodly finners, who have delighted more in 
following their own vain imaginations, than the Rule 
of God's Law : Solomon who was the wiſeſt King up- 
on the Earth, he ſaw and underſtood what the beſt 
things of this World could afford ; all but forrow and 
ief ; for ſaith he , Vanity of Vaniries, all in this 
World and Life is but Vanity. O who would then for 
a little pleaſure of fin, for a little laughter and mer- 
rineſs of heart, venture. and hazard the loſs of his 
Soul and Body, which coſt ſo much, ind fo great a 
price as the biood of Jeſus Chriſt, for a ſmall _— 
C. 
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delight, which is ſo momentary, ſo- fickle, ſo uncon- 
ſtanr, and ſo dangerous? O what would not a ſinner 
ive for one day of Repentance. when he ſhalt be- 

|d the great Judpe calling every man to an account 
tor his Life, how he hath ſpent it, and made uſe of - 
the Talent the Lord lent him; then can he giveno 
account bur of his fins and miſdeeds 3 and then he 
muſt" expe& rhat fearful ſentence, Go ye curſed into 
- | Everliſting fire, &c. Where Hell is open beneath thee, 
t } the furnace burning beſide thee, the Devils attending 
'* | on thee, and to aggravate thy miſery the more , Sa- 
> | ran and his adherents ſhall heap up a meaſure of un- 
I F meaſurable Torments upon thee for ever. From which 
Ir} place of perdition good God deliver us, for 'the Son 
© } of thy Love, Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 
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Fer the Zor8 op CEE the way of the Rights 
0M. ;, e way of the ungodly ſhall 
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Itherto the Prophet hath deſcribed the 

wonderful bleſſed eſtate of a God 

'7 man: As alſo the fearful _ curſed}'% 

. Eſtate of the wicked 3 Now in the fixt 

verſe, which contains in it the ſecor 

gue part of the Pſalm, is laid down 

reaſon both of the happineſs of the one, and alſo oF:* 

the miſery of the other, ks 

The godly man is «bleſſed man”; Why ? gc 

the Lord knoweth, thart is, Nc abr of G's way 

—a Righteous and Godly-ma likes-it,- and. dire" 

Ir, yea, takes care Is it, and dath bleſs the wa that i 
the Life and Converſation , the A&ions, Studies, 

cndeayours of the Righteous, 


Verſe-6. 


Secondly, The wicked are curſed and miſerable. 
Why ? Becauſe the Lord doth not thus know, that 
- |} is, the Lord doth not like norallowof a wicked 'man/, 
he doth \not love nor approve of his Life not deal- 
ings, but rather diſiikes him, and all he doth; yea, 
he hates and abhors his vile, abominable, and wi 
life : And therefore both he and his wayes, that s, 
his Studies, Labours, and Enterpriſes ſhall periſh, and 
come to deſtruftion. 


* DoFt. x. In that the Lord is faid, 

— To brow the way of the Rightrous, A great com 
that is, to like jt, ro love-it, and fort to the Godly, 
to be well pleaſed with it , ſo&s he that God doth ap- 

will dire& and bleſs it; Here'ts prove of them. 

—_ aq rs ym to eve- Foo | 

ry child of God, to every y ' tghteous 

CERT God, that being ww xq oy, fairh peer 

Jefus, and ſanAtified by ' the Holy Ghoſt,, live” well, 

and lead .a Godly and Righteous Life, that howfoever 

the world contemns them, ſcofts and ſcorns / them , 

Y mocks and mowes at them, reviles and rails upon 

them, and eſtcems them as baſe and viſe; yet here 

we ſee, the Lord loves them, and eſteems highly” of 
them, approves them as His, delights im them; ro'bleſs 
them and proſper them: Touch not mine" anvinted,” and 

Proves harm 1 "tp 4+ 13.) yea,'he that 

.Wtoucheth chem, toucheth the A 6 of Gods:&ye, attd 

no aſſaults whatſoever ſhall be able to injure them; 

For Godlineſs bath the promiſe of this Life, and that which 

is to come. (Mt. 23. 37.) &ndtherefore feet us hbour 

Mto ant Godlineſs in our -hearts, and. © ſore th 

th rfn&fcar of G6d, and in (9 doing. heHord ill 

Mblefs is arid our F yours.” 71555 105 > 'Ol 

Y This may'ſerye'to® reprovethe” cuffed prafilſe* of 

1” Mutigodly men :-fr is wonderful” to''ſee” how bo 

. We to abiſe Gods ſervams,--ro mock them and ro dif- 

race them, to flander, and r&*revle# "them: "They 

ink them the worſt men that live in the wo , 

e they 
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they traduce them, and bring them on the ſtage , | 
- they load them with vile and odious names 3 Now 
what do they elſe then, but ſer themſelves againſt 
God himſelf, ſecing they hate and perſecute them 
whom God loves. 

And as this may ſerve for the terrour of the wick- 
ed, ſo it ſerves to comfort every poor child of God : 
Whart though the world hate thee, ſo God love thee : 
Oh remember that rhe Lord loves and allows of thee ; 
Now then if: God approve of thee, what though all 
men in the world did refuſe or. contemn .thee ? If 
the King ſhould grace a man, and honour him, what 

would this man care for the contempt of a. (cullion 
boy ? Well, ler this be a comfort and encouragement 
unto us, that God knows and allows of us, For what 
were the favour and approbation of men, if this love 
of God were wanting. 


O0bjeft. But how ſhall a man know . whether GOD 
knoweth him thus, with his ſpecial knowledge or not ? 
I anſwer. 


{ 

[ 
Anſw. 1. It God know any man for his, by -hi 
ſpecial and effeRual knowledge, then he begers inf * 
him the knowledge of himſelf, As the light of theff | 
| Sun ' falling on our eye, by whoſe light we behold | 
- the Sun again, I know my Sbeep (ſaith Chriſt) aud thy : 
know.me, ( ob. 10.) k 
2, If God thus know any man by his ſpecial and 


effetual knowledge of his, ſo as he loves and likes «4 
of him, it begets the love of God in a mans, heart: 


: (1 Fob: 4. 9.) Soas God loves him, he is inflamed rf} *2 
E4-S again, and in. love unto him is loath to of G 
fend him, and moſt careful to pleaſe him, And therey 
fore if we would know whether we be thus known t: the 


God, ler us labour to find our hearts thus inflamec Par 
with the lore of him, mu 


3. Who 
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3. Whom God knoweth thus, he chuſeth roghe his 
child in Chriſt Jeſus, delights ro bleſs him : Now then 
this works in the heart of a godly man another work ; 
namely to chuſe God to be his Sod, to fer his hearr 
on him, to delight in him, to adore him as his God, 
ro love him, fear him, obey and call upon him, and 
to traſt in him as his God, 

Thos you ſee how a man may know whether God 
know him with this ſpecial and efteftual knowledge, 
which 15- proper to the Ele alone ; namely, by theſe 
fruits and effe&s 1n our hearrs : For as we lee, though 
every man cannot come to ſee the Kings broad Seal, 

et can diſcern the PiAure of it in wax, and ſay, this 
15 the Kings broad Seal : So though men cannor / a(- 
cend to Heaven, to know the ſecret Counſel of God, 
yer by theſe fruits and effe&s of his knowledge men 

; may know his will, whether they be his, or nor. 

Well, to conclude : ſeeing the Lord thus knows 
and acknowledgeth, yea, loves and likes of the life 
of a godly and righreous man : ler us be encouraged 
ro go through ſtitch, and to reſolve of this, never to 
be daunred or diſcouraged with the hard meaſure of 

Ly " ungodly men. All our care ſhould be to pleaſe God, 
and to be approved of him ; and therefore fo long as 
he doth approve of us, and we are aſſured of wo 

Id love in our conſciences, ler us not fear, nor thi 
b9Y what man can do againſt us ; Fear not him that can 
kill the body, but fear him that can kill both body and 
ſoul, nor be afrazd of death, 'for our death brings us 
to life 5; we muſt all know this, that our death is ne- 
ceflary ; Chriſts death was voluntary, our death came 
to'us by reaſon of our fin, Chriſts death came for 
our fins, 'and ro. redeem us from Death and Hell : 
Chriſt he aroſe from dearth lefe the linnen cloath, 
and the napkin which was about his head ; he left 
them behind him, becauſe he had a more glorious ap- 
pare ro put on, even the Kingdom of Heaven; (© 
muſt we; if we will ariſe from fin by Repenrance, 
we muſt forſake our old fins, our worldly luſts- and 
H Cares, 
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cares, our evil thoughts; and like Eliſha leave our 
earthly mantles, if we will go to Heaven, grace is the 
way to Heaven, glory 1s the end, 


But the way of the Wicked ſhall periſh. 


Ere we learn that the whole life of a wicked 
| man, and whatſoever he doth 1s abominahle, 
the Lord hates him, and all he doth, ( Eſa. 66. 3, 
Fer. 8.) What have T to do with the multitude of your 
Sacrifices ? ſaith the Lard. And again, ( Prov. 15, 8. 
the Sacrifices of the wiched are abominable wnto the 
Lord : Now, if the beſt ations of a wicked man, his 
hearing, reading. praying, and receiving, be abomi- 
nable tro the Lord, how much more _ his- ſwearing, 
curſing, banning,  prophaning the Sabbath, drunken- 
neſs, uncleanneſs, lying, ſtealing ? &c. Again, (Heb. 
I1. 6.) without: Faith it is impoſſtble to pleaſe God : Now 
no wicked man can have true Faith, becauſe faith pu- 
rifies the heart (att. 15. 9.) and is never ſevered from 
true Repentance and amendment of life : And there- 
fore the way of the: wicked, ſeem it never fo goodly 
and glorious in the world, all thejr ſtudies and en- 
deayours ſhall periſh, and come ro deſtrufion in the 
end (Prov. 20, 17.. Job 20. 29.) This is the portion 
of the wicked man. and the heritage that be (hall have from 
God for bis works. 

You may read in Dan. 5s. 33. how Belhazzay King 
of the Ca'dtans, for his wickedneſs was ſuddenly cur 
off, the Text ſaith, the ſame night was Belſhazzar 
ſlain : that was at the ſame time, when he was drink- 
ing and carrowſing, and feaſting with his other fel- 
low Princes, the time was, the ſame nighr (as it 
were) to make up a perfe& deſcription of a miſera- 
ble life z here the lines of adverſity did fully meet, 
for calamity commonly follows the heels of vanity, 
and eſpecially the foor-ſteps of wicked and ungodly 
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of God ; puniſhment is, as it were the hand-maid to 
follow and wait upon wicked mens a&tons 3 rhere- 
fore I defire your patience, that I may ſhew you a 
further deſcription of rhis wicked King 3 Mark, I 
pray you 3 While Be/hazzar was feaſting, ( Daz. 5. 
33-) and his heart full of joy and delight; drinking 
healrhs with his Nobles and Concubines in the golden 
Veſſels of the Temple, to the honour of his wooden 
and carved gods and images, at that very time, his 
loyns looſened, and his knees [mote together, when 
he ſaw the hand-writing upon the wall : Obſerve I pray 
you, the ſame night, rime firring for ſuch a ſad ſu'>= 
jet to be ated in, for commonly all 1mpieries, all 
wickedneſſes have their growth and beginning jn the 
night. (Pray, 18.) Solomon faith, that the adulterer 
watcheth an@wairerh till che ewi-light before he can 
work his own defires : (Mat. 24.) Our Saviour we 
; may read of, how the ſame night he was betrayed ; 
ſtill night work for ſuch a&ions : again, God fairh 
to the rich man in the Goſpel, (Lyb, 12.) This night 
p ſhall thy ſoul be taken from thee, 


| Now mark, I pray you, the ſaddenneſs of Gods 
y judgments ; eſpecially, when wicked men will not 
” take warning, and be forrowful for their miſdoings, 


or once ſay, whar have I done ? the fame nighr that 
he was in his jollity and plcaſpre, did this judgment - 
mM Y come upon him. God gave this wicked King ſixteen 
| years together notice of his idolatry and fin: yet he 
Ns went on in his wicked ways, nor would once heark- 
en to the Prophers. nor of himſelf meditate on 
= Gods Law, either day or night 3. and when wicked 
n men will nor as this King did, then doth God come 
ſuddenly and unawares, and in an hour (as our Savi- 
our ſairh) in which he knoweth nor of : So God (ent 
the meſſenger of death to this King, art this very time, 
to render an account for himſelf at the Throne of 
Heaven : he' whoſe Vice-gerent he was on earth; 
and whoſe aurhoriry he had fo abuſed, loe now on 
a ſudden, the ſame time, the ſame night when B:1- 
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ſbarxar leaſt thought of ir, came and demanded an 
account and reckoning of him for his Stewardſhip, 
who had lived 165 years in voluptuouſneſs and in wan- 
ronneſs ; yer my beloved, ſee Gods mercy in the 
height of his Juſtice, and how he mingles mercy 
with his Juſtice, though it were the ſame night; yet 
it was not at the ſame minute ; God gave him warn- 
ing befote he cut him oft for his loyns looſened, and 
his knees ſmote together 3 This ſhews, and teaches 
us, and all men, that God takes no delight in the 
death of a ſinner, but that he ſhould rather live and 
repent him of his evil ways: God always gave warn- 


ing be'ore 'ever he ſent his judgments to be executed. 


God gave the old world warning by Noabs preparing 
of an Ark ; and all. the time it was byzlding, every 
blow which was given with the ham upon the 
Ark, (Gen. 22.) and every nail that was driven, was 
as ſo many Sermons of Repentance, or as ſo many 
warning pieces to look to themſclves, - yet they were 
never the better, nor onee thought or meditated on 
it cicher day or.nighr, (Exod. 19.) So hkewiſe, God 
gave Pharaob warning by Moſes; ſaying, Let my peo- 
ple go : So God gave Sodom and Gomerrab the like 
warning ; before he deſtroyed their City » ( Fonab 
3.) So hkewiſe God ſent {1nab to the Ninivites to 
preach to them that they ſhould repent, ſaying, yet 
forty days before Niazyeh ſhall be deſtroyed : So God 
did to this wicked and 1dolatrous King divers years 
rogether, yet like Pharaob he hardned his heart, and 
did not obey the Lords voice : for which fa& of his, 
he is ſuddenly ſtrucken, and now made an ignomini- 
ous ſpectacle to all his Nobles and Friends about him, 
and alſo to his enemies abroad : yea, while he was 
merry and in his cups, and had let looſe the reins of 
his heart to enrtercain all joy and mirth, ſee what hap- 
ned ro him, 2 ſudden judgment fell upon him, and 
the reaſon js, becauſe he forgot his God, and took 
more delight in his Idol Gods : and he that had a 
Thouſand Princes and Nobles attending at his birth, 

| had 
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had not one friend to keep and defend him from that ' 
ſudden ſtorm : And he that will not take warning be. 
fore, will repent afterwards when it is too late. 

No merit in man can procraſtinate Gods Judg- 
ments : Mans reaſon 1s pur-blind if we ſhould queſtt- 
on why God ſhould 6 ſuddenly. deſtroy wicked men 
for their fins, "we are beholding to our ſelves for our 
fins, but we cannot be beholding to our ſelves for 
our ſalvation, for that is meerly out of Gods love and 
favour.: Innocency we cannot plead, for we are full 
of fins, yea, laden with ipiquity,, and therefore have 
no merit in us to deſerve Heaven. God for our fins 
and offences, could for the leaſt fin diſpatch us of 
vur breath, and ſend us to hell at once, bur'when God 
comes once or twice by his Word and Miniſters, and 
we will not hear him. the third rime will be of a more 
dangerous conſequence ; God hath come to us ſeveral 
times, yea, theſe many ſeveral years, by his judg- 
ments ! yea, lately he hath come, to the great amaze- 
ment of all the World, when the boyling por in che 
North was brimful, and yer it did nor ſeeth over : 


{words drawn and yet put up again : this was a won- 


der, and a great mercy of God ſhown to us, and yer 
for all this we are never the betrer in obedience, but 
let us rake heed of Gods re-acceſs 3 and _thar he doth 
not ſtill find us fruitleſs, and without ſome ſhew of 
Repentance in our hearts for our fins : we are never 
afraid of the laſh of Gods fm till they come 
npon us : or till we have {ome puniſhment or other 
powred upon our heads, we are never afraid till then, 
we are juſt like a rop which little boys uſe, which will 
never run round till it be ſcourged and whipped : 
if ever we mean to find Gods favour, and that we 
would have him our friend, we muſt bring the Cap, 
which Foſepb pur in our Sacks mouth, that 1s it which 
we muſt bring back : which cup is meant our conſci- 
ence, and till we bring Repentance with us, which 
1s the Cup, we ſhall nor have food, nor any other 
proviſion for -our ſouls. Fer the Lord bnoweth the 
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wa) of the Righteous, but the way of the wicked (bat 
periſh, 


Therefore my dear brethren, let me intreat yoa, 


that Sr. Paul may be all our patterns : for, ſaith he, 
Brethren, be followers of me, and look on them, 


which walk ſo, (that is, in godlineſs) as you have us* . 


for an example, ſaith Saint Paul; For many with, of 
whom I bave told you of, and now tell you weeping 
that they are, (meaning wicked men) the enemies of 
the crois of Chriſt : Bur I pray you my beloved, 
wwark the courſe of their Life, whoſe end 1s damna» 
tion, whoſe God is their Belly, and whole plory is 
their ſhame 3 and this 15 the end of all thoſe who 
mind earthly things more than God : and to this 
purpoſe you raay read, Proverbs, Chap. 11. Verſe 
16, That he thar purſucth evil, (rhat is, walketh in 
his own delight, ) purſuerh his own death : and he 
thar is a wicked man muſt needs be an envious man, 
and rhe envious man flayerh his own ſoul : Caiz we all 
know, was bath an envious man, and a wicked man, 
he was envious, and New his Brother Abel, becauſe 
his Sacrifice was better accepted at Gods bands than 
his was; God for all this harh pardoned rlis fin of 
murder in him, and yet he proves his own deſtroyer, 
becauſe of his deſpairing. Cain faith, Every man that 
meets me (hall deſiroy me : God ſets a mark upon Cain's 
forchead, that every man that meers him ſhall nor 
kill him, and yer every man that Cain meers deſtroys 
his Soul. That 1s thus proved; if Cain meets a good 
man, Cain envies that good in him, and by that de- 
ſtroys his own ſoul : Again, if Cain meets with a bad 
man, or wicked man, that delights to walk in wick- 
edneſs, Cain approves of that wickedneſs in him, and 
delights in it, and follows it, and by that (lays his 
own ſoul ; So that whomſoever this: Cain, an envi 
ous man ſees, by him is his ſoul brought to deſtruci 
on.” So likewiſe of King Herod for his envy and ma 
lice ſkewed to the Apoſtle Zames, and for not giving 
glory unto God, was ſuddenly ſirucken dead ; he 
wile 
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roy «av the Apoſtate or back-ſlider, was on a ſud- 
den fain with an arrow from Heaven. We may read 
in our Chromcles, of a Spanih* King, who blaſphe- 
mouſly ſaid, that if he had been ar the makiag of the 
. World, he would have rold God how to have made 
ſome things berrer than they are, but his end was 
deſperate, and he died lamentable : So likewiſe the 
ungodly and wicked Dake of Boyrbon ; who loved the 
pleaſures of the World more than the glory of God, 
ſaid publickly that he would rather leave his part in 
Paradiſe, than that in Paris : theſe are ſuch wicked 


> wrerches which make a Land ro mourn, and the 

I le ro commit whoredom and idolatry 3 and run on 
S | to thoir ſinful ways, never ſaying, what have [ done ? 
: *bur mark their end, they ſhall periſh, and become 
n ' as the dung of the earth, and afterward be flung imo 
© ' the pirof deſtruftion, _ 

D, We muſt all know,or at the leaſt we ought to know 
il Y ir. God is like a man upon a high Tower, who can 
an, | fook down, and ſee what js done below ; for Heaven 
ſe | is his Throne, and Earth is his Foor-ſtool, he is in 
the high Tower of Heaven, and can behold all our 
dRions rhough never ſo clofely kepr, which we ima- 
pine none knows bur our ſelves. - God, I ſay can bring 
» the devices of wicked men to nought ; he can make 
the rable of che wicked even as a ſnare to them ; 'even 


not 4 ſnare of the bread they eat at their Tables, for our 
0Y*F hiſtory doth note, that a man was choaked with a 
ood Fl crumb of bread, and another by a drop of water in the 
de-Y yinter time, avho looking or gaping up to the sky, 
_ a drop fell, into his mouth, and ſuddenly freezing, cut . 
1C «4 


his throar, and ſo he dyed : this God can do to wick- 
" ed men, that chey may be examples to others in this 
> 1Y Life, 

God can turn a proud man into a Beaſt, as he did 
Nebuchadntzzar into an Oxe, the drunkard into a ſwine, 
the luſtful man"into a goat, the envious man into a 
MJ wolf, the malicious man into a Tyger, and at length, 


turn them into hell for their wantonneſs and -ungod]i- 
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God can make the ſtars in the Firmamenr to fight 
againſt wicked men, as it did againſt Siſerab : It 35 4 
fearful thing, faith the Apoſtle, ſor a wicked man to 
fall into the hands of the living God. It 1s ſaid that 
earthly Ling have long hands but ſhort lives : but it 
15 not ſo with God, he hath both long hands and long 
life, and will live for ever to puniſh wicked and un- 
godly men, and doth plennfully reward the proud 
doer : As God hath a cup of Salvation-for all godly 
men to drink of, ſo he hath a cap of indignation, and 
his vials full of wrath for the wicked and ungodly 
man. to drink of, which they ſhall drink down like 
warer 3 it is not all the wit and policy that an ungod- 
ly man hath that can reprieve his lite from Gods judg- 
ment, 
Se. Ambroſe (aith, night to night, and day to day, 
"that is, Jew to Jew : and Chriſtian ro Chriſtian ; 
wicked man to wicked man, for ſo faith the Text : 
The Lord knoweth the way of the Righttous, but the way 
the wicked, and the way of: ſinners and ungodly men 
all periſh; a Cock will not call them as ir did Peter, 
nor a Whale to preſerve them as it did Jonah z nay 
Gods word by his Miniſters, that will not take them 
neither : Simon was ſo called becauſe he ſlept when 
our Saviour watched, which was a ſign of the old 
man that yet remained in him, but Peter was his new 
name by which he followed Chriſt : How eafie ir is 
when we are allcep, like Sampſon, ro have our locks 
cut off by the Philiſiines, how cafie it 1s for a nail to 
be driven through our Temples by Fae! ; Sau! when 
he was aſleep loſt his Spear, and his pot of water 
which was at his head, let us take heed that we be 
not found in this caſe, not to walk in the way of fin- 
ners, and ſo be lockt up in Erernal Death, which 
ſhall never have Life_: Let us take heed how we walk 
in the way of the wicked, and how: we keep them 
company : for we may take the Lords word for our 
Warrant, they ſhall periſh in the end : We muſt not 
truſt on earthly things, nor have confidence in Prin- 
Cc 
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ces, our chief hope muſt be on God, on Heaven, 
and Heavenly things : We muſt ſeek for the things 
above with diligence, and' afſiduity, and conſtantly : 
We muſt ſeek after it, and with the woman in the 
Goſpel who had loſt a piece of filver, light a candle, 
and ſweep the houſe, that candle js the word of God, 
for the word -and the law of God is light to our paths, 
and a lancthorn toour feer : We muſt nor ſo much look 
for things remporal, as things eternal, that is rhe pro- 
per place where we ſhall find chem : for whar ow 
1s it for a man to gain the whole world, and loſe his 
own foul ? or what profit is it for a man to beat his 
brains; and ſwear his brows for things of this world, 
which are fo far from happineſs, as he 1s ſtill carking 


+ and contriving what to do with it, or how ro beftow 


 ? ſay , we have gort all the earthly things we can de- 
ſire, weare not ſure to hold them, or keep them : 
The 'rich man in the Goſpel, when he had whart he 
would 'have, had-his Soul taken away from him the 
ſame night, then the goods may be whoſe they would : 
St. Paul counted the things of this life like dung and” 
droſs, to Chriſt who was in him. 

The true cauſe of Gods puniſhment is for our a- 
mendmenrt, and for a reward for fin which we have 
commirted, we muſt forſake fin ſimply, and for ir ſelf, 
becauſe it offends God : Man by nature 1s prone and 
apt to fin, and it is juſt with God to puniſh man for 
the lame 3 God for fin drowned the world, 'yer we 
may read whart little good was wrought by it for all thar 
great deluge : (for we do not read of any vey $o It 
So ſubje& and corrupt man is to tranſgrels, for when 
the deluge of - Gods juſtice was drycd up,” then there 
afoſe another deluge our of the carth, evena" deluge 
of wicked men; and full of all forrs of fins, which 
walked in their own ways and. wickeduefs*; ' for we * 
may read as ſoon as rhe waters were dryed up, then 
wicked men began to build, and make Towers' which 
ſhould reach up to Heaven, and to make* molten and: 
golden Calves, and to worſhip them, 1 King. 8. that 
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as ſoon as God hath taken off his hand of Juſtice, 
then do men forger their former puniſhments, and run 
on in their former wickedneſs, and forger God, bur 
ler all good men remember this, that their ways and 
their thoughts ſhall both periſh, and come ro a perpe- 
rual and fearful end, ; 

Gods Word and his Law is like an Apothecaries 
ſhop, which a man reſorts unto for cure and comfort 3 
for indeed, faith St. Baſil, there is no. true comfort 
-. to be had or found. any where elle, if not there 
Truth is the Lords ballance, whereby he knows vs, 
and trys us whether we be weight or no z Gods Word 
contains all truth ; and therefore God is rruez and the 
way of all wicked and ungodly men ſhall ſurely then 
periſh : God himſelf ſaith, Heaven and Earth ſhall 
#71 away, but not one jor or tittle of my word ſhall 
fail. 

Riches are but as pawns, which wicked and cove-+ 
tous-men truſt and depend upon; that is, when the 
have ſo many hundred pounds coming in, or fo muc 
Merchanrable ware, or ſuch a ſum of Gold lying by 
them : then I ſay theſe wicked and ungodly wretches 
will cruſt in God, is this to be a true Chriſtian, and to 
walk in the way of the godly-? No I ſay, ſuppoſe thou 
art driven away from thine own houſe ifto a far Coun- 
trey, what then, if chou be a true Chriſtian rhou wile 
hope againſt or beyond hope 3 hope on Gods promi- 
ſes, and on his word, that is, hope on God when all 
humane hopes are paſt, as Zacobdid. as Moſes did, as 
Abrabam, Foleph, Now if Gods word be truth, let us 
be carcful tofollow this truth, and to walkin his paths, 
and obey this truth, for if we donor ſo 3 Sin lyes at 
our doors,,and we in danger of hell. and damnation, 
becauſe we, believe nor this truth, but ſhall periſh and 
come to a (fearful place of torment, which ſhall never 
have.end : kr 15 nor ſufficient rhat we.hear Gods Word, 
and walk in his paths, and go to Church for company- 
lake, ar for falon-(ake, as we call it, but we —_ 
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keep Gods word in-our minds; and ponder it *in our 
hearts, and lay-it up'itt our boſomes, and praRtiſe it 
in' our Converſations, and meditate on it day and 
night ; for I will tell you my dear Brethren, the word 
of God is of ſuch power, that it is able to defend us 
from all outward dangers whatſoever ; But many men, 
in theſe our finful'days and latter times, upon whom 
the end of rhe' world will fall, lay up their Bibles as 
they do their beſt clorthsfrom Sunday to Sunday; and 
never look in'it, or on ir, bur follow rheir profit and 
gain, bur the way of ſuch men ſhall periſh. 


Sins are the Diſeaſes of the Soul, and we have 
drunk' of this cup of errour ar the firſt when we 
were horn, and we have no help left bur by Jeſus 
Chriſt, who is the Phyſitiat of our ſouls, and he muſt 
be applyed by the hand of Faith 3 Men. and Angels 
may paſs by us, and look upon us, and cannor help 
us, as long a3 we are wounded with fm : As the man 
which fell among thieves: Say none can help us from our 
fins but this good Samaritan, he muſt come and pour in 
Oyl and Wine imto our Conſciences, which 15 the glad 
rydings of- the Goſpel, who have like Sheep gone @- 
ſtray : Therefore David defires that the Lord wovld 
ſeek him + 0 ſeeb thy ſwrouant who bath gone aſtray, we 
all know that. a Shepherd hath a voice, a ftaff, and 
adog : God is like unto a Shepherd, he hath a voice 
ro call us if we be within hearing ; a ſtaff ro ferch 
us in, when we are within his reach; and a dog '0 
bring ns in when we are out of his reach : Byhs 
voice is meant his Mmiſters, by his ſtaff is meant his 
Corrections, as by ſickneſs or the like 3 by his dog 
is meant Satan or Death, who can ferch us 1n, if the 
Lord give rhem bur the hhberty : Outward proſperity 
makes us forger God, and it makes ut to go out of 
the way of Heaven : Therefore the wiſe man (ah, 
that riches very ſeldom bur is accompanicd with pride 
and amHhition, which makes a'man moſt miſerable, 
makes him forget himſclf, and rhe hand that _ f, 
ricres. 
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therefore ſaith Sr. Auſtix, O Lord give me neither 
Poverty nor Riches, leaſt by the one, 1 be pufted up, 
or by the other cauſed to repine, but give me things 
convenient : Therefore O Lord give me firſt what 
thou requireſt, and then require of me what thou 
wilt; Let us labour for that which is moſt profitable 
for our ſouls, for God is a God of providence ; | He 
1s the ſame this day and to morrow, andthe ſame the 
next day, and for ever : Wicked, and/ ungodly men 
will not truſt God with no more, than what they ſec, 
like ſome dull hawk that will not flye no further than 
while the prey isin fight, but will rurn rayl ; This 1s 
no true love that theſe wicked men bear to God, they 
truſtro their riches, ard think by that to be delivered 
in the day of crouble, Bur my beloved, let- me. tell 
you, that God is our beſt friend, and that Riches, and 
Honour are but Gods vaſlals, and the favours which he 
beſtows with his lefr hand _—_ the ſons 'of men-z 
Riches cannot prolong our life, nor keep- us from 
Death, nor Ranſome our Souls from Hell. 


The Devil can invite a man to fin, but force a man 
to Repentance he cannot, nor” will nor : Sin is. the 
cauſe of all our ſorrows, and thar is the only cauſe 
which makes our wayes and our actions to be of no 
effet, bur as the Prophet fgith, (ball periſh : | And 
til! fin be removed Gods juſtice will not be abated :; 
Let us diſplay and rip up our Conſciences, and con- 
feſs our (ns: and then we ſhall never periſh in this 
world by the means of. a horrid, and a diſtracted Con- 
ſcience 3 nor be thrown 1nto the pir: of horcour. to 
periſh there for ever, in the. world to come 4 There 
15no man can cure the leprofie of the Soul but God 
alone 3 none can cure or reſtore nature again to man, 
but the God of Nature : Ler but man repent him of 
his ſin, and God will be ready to forgive him his fins; 
Let but man perform his part, God will perform his, 
af we confeſs, he will be ready to forgive, for he is 
juſt, and will reward every man according 9 his 

Works : 
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works: God hath given man both the power and the 
means to confeſs his fins 1n this World, which if we 
do unfeignedly, -he will be faithful nor to confound 
us inthe world ro come : And ler me tell you this, 
that God 15 more merciful than man can be ſinful : 
Look upon a perſecuting Saul, who became a Preach- 
ing Pau: Look upon Peters denyal of his Lord and 
Maſter; | Likewiſe look upon'/the Jews who Crucified 
the Lord of life, he: forgave thoſe that and 
were forrowful,' and had mercy even on them; -who 
had nomercy to ſhew to him, who was the Saviour 
of the World : God hath a Sea of mercy'ro drown 
a world of fins and tranſgreſſions : Sin is'a flave; 
ſo faith St, Payl, he that commits fin is a ſlave to fin: 
Now the (wages of fin 15:Death :- Therefore let us: for- 
fake fin, \leaſt God forſake us, and fo we periſh like 
the wicked and ungodly men : Man hath his day, and 
then Gods tlay |begins 'when mans is ended 3 Therefore 
ler us, while we have time; repent: us of” our-evil and 
wicked ways,. and turn to the Lord with. all-our hearts, 
and grow new men and women in Jeſus Chriſt by rege- 
neration and anew life. | 

The Lord faith ro a'fihner confeſs 'and be faved ; 
juſt like Nzoman the Syriax, who! was: bid by thei Pro- 
phet, go waſh and be cleanſed : - God' is not hke man 
to take us upon advantages, as our Laws do : Butif 
we confeſs we ſhall be ſaved 3 for who'doth not con» 
feſs his fins, ſhall not proſper, but he that doth ſhall 
find mercy, as you may' read in 1 Jobn, = I. 
Verſe 9. If we confeſs our fins, "be us faithful and juſt 
to forgive us '0ur  fras, and cleanſe us | from - all our 'inti» 
quities : ' David faid, I will confels my fins, and thou 
forgaveſt me my tranſgreſſions 5 VVe-maſtnot be con- 
ſtrained ro confeſs our fins; as Judas © did ' 3 but we 
muſt do it voluntarily and freely : For God doth know 
the yery botroms and ſecrets of our hearts 3 we muſt 
do as the prodigal Son did; ſaying, I will go and con- 
fels, and ſay, Father I have ſinned againſt Heaven, 
and againſt thee, I am not now worthy to be called 


thy 
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thy-ſon, make me as one of thy hired ſervants:: - Nor 
muſt we like Adam hide our ſelves from Gods: 'pre- 
ſence, but like the Cenrurion, who ſaid to our Saviour. 
-T am not worthy theu ſhouldſt come under my ' roof, 
and like David, 'who freely acknowledged his fin, fay- 
ing, Againſt tbee alone bave I ſinned, and done this evi! in 
thy fight. 

The World and Devil may take away and deprive 

us of our Wealth, bur rhey cannot take away a godly 
mans Faith; as the Devil-did Fobs wealth 3 nay, Skin 
for Skin, -andall he.had. ( 7ob 19.) For though, faith 
he, (meaning God) br take away all, yet I will traſt 
in. him, though br. kill | mr, yea, though 'Worms devour 
mt," yet {hall theſe eyes ſee bim at the laſt day, what 'a 
Faith had this good man /Fob'? irbuoyed him up, and 
held him-from finking.even 1a the /higheſt! of -his [ex- 
trenuty > Faith-is our ſhield:whereby. we: defend our 
felves while we-are in the:Body of the 'tleſh,) "and 
therefore may all godly men tay this, The- Lord js our 
defence, 'and che horn-of :our ſalvation; and with D« 
vid, The Lord is my Shepherd 7 therefore can I want no man- 
ner of good thing. a9: 1 | 011% 
-  Therefores/ my dear Brerhten,g: let us po [from fin 
to-remembring, \and ſay .; What have"'Iidone all my 
whole Life that 1s paſt ? Jet usforſake our fins, ' our fins 
of knowledge, our fins of ignorance,” oar fins of 
omiſlion, bur ſms of commiſhon, our. cloſe and our 
ſecret fins, fans that: we have done :r0:pleaſe our own 
ſelves, or ſms that 'we have. done to pleaſe: others ; 
for nothing 1s more iprofitable ro a man then forrow 
and tence far 4mm : iShi/o was the very place 
which God choſe for himſelf * but when ſin entered, 
and had -pdfleſzon, 'you may read the! very words, 
Eja.- 7. t2« But gv you now unto Shilo; "where 1 ſit my 
Nam at firit, and brho/d what 1 did to it, for the wick- 
edne(s of my Prople Ifrael! : Can a Vine bring forth Figs, 
canSin bring forth Righteouſneſs; no my beloved ; 
f1n can bring forth noching but death and deſtruction 
both to Soul and Body what: was the fruit of _ 
an 
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and Eves fin, God told Adam that he ſhould eat his 
bread with the ſweat of his brows, 'and: for Eves pare 
ſhe ſhould bring forth her ifſue with! ſorrow and pain, 
which if he had done otherwiſe, he had been for ever 
happy, and never have knewn fickne(s nor death, 
nor anxiety of mind ; and this is the benefit and fruit 
of fin ; but where fin hath reigned, and Repenrance 
begins to Rep in, there is the firſt gn of a godly 
mans regeneration, and turning to God ; The Pros 
pher ſaith, Thou haſt filled the Godly mans" bully -with 
thy bidden treaſures ;, ſuch as were never known: to the 
eye of mar. for godly men, and ſuch as learn to Re- 
pent-unfeignedly, ſhall be ſarisfied with Gods good 
pleaſure : Therefore ſaith the Wiſe Man, O Lord;' 
give me of rhe waters from above, and from beneath': 
Firſt, from above, which is from Heaven, and then 
from the Earth below: The Waters from above; 
which is the Water 'of Life; ſuch a Water that we 
ſhall never thirſt again 3 that Water which the 'Cana- 
nitiſh Woman defred of. our Saviour, even the dew 
of Heaven, which 1s the Spirit of grace, and the Spi- 
rit of Faith, and the water of the earth, let jt be in 
every ones heart to be watered jn this tranſl life 
with che ſpirir of 1parience, and the ſpirit of neſs, 
as it becomes Chniſtians. 

Likewiſe let us again confider, that in a' drowth of 
Summer, the Rivers and Springs are not able to 
the thirſt of the Earth, unlefs it fall''from above, o 
all our labour, all our a&ions, all our carking 'and 
caring, all our endeavours, our' going to lare, 
and rifing early, 1f they /be without Gods Warrant, 
and without his Favour, all our labour js nothing 
worth 5 hike water pur into'a cive; or like ſand pur 
into a bottomleſs bag 3; juſt like che worm im- the 
ber, that when no moiſture is found, then it turns 
and moutders away to duſt ;' fo doth alt 'our aRions, 
eſpecially, if God. be 'not 1n our undertakings and 
ground of our wayes, we ſhall be like the ungodly, 
and our ways periſh : The wicked man is like a won 
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bay-tree that flouriſherh for a time 3 but then turn thy 
face for a little while, and it is vaniſhed. 

Then likewiſe obſerve the juſt and upright man, 
for his a&ions trend to the ſame which he was made 
for, ſaying, Lord I will ſeck thy face : That man 
which lives in fin can reap no- Fruit but Death 3 for 
St. Paul (aicth, The wages and reward of ſin is death : 
There 15 no true content and happineſs in this Life, 
without the blefling of God ; for withour Gods bleſling 
on our endeavours, there 15 no blefiing,though rich and 
worldly minded men think it a great bleſſing and ha 

ine(sro get wealth, and co abound in riches, he thinks 
e ſhall by chat means never be removed, becauſe he 
hath all remporal bleflings, and whart'his heart can de- 
fire, and being now poſlefſed of all theſe carthly digni- 
ties, ler him remember for all that, and for all. his 
Riches, that he muſt give an account of his Steward- 
ſhip, and: come to Judgment, ſo ſaith the wiſe man ; 
bur then on the other fide, mark how God will bleſs 
the godly man, who ſets not his heart upon the 
VVorld, nor upon Riches, but rakes God: for his de- 
fence, God 1 ſay will bleſs him in his. houſe, in. his 
VVife and Children, God will bleſs him inthe field, and 
in the garner ; Loc thus ſhall the man be bleſſed that 
fears the Lord 3 nothing that he doth but ;the Lord 
will proſper; -burt che way of finners, and of ungodly 
men ſhall quite periſh ; for where che fruirof remporal 
things are, and man depends and truſts in them ; he 
ſoon loſerh the favour and company of God : for 
what doth it profit a man to win the whole world and 
loſe his pwn ? VVe may read of Alexander, the 
grear Conquerour, that when he had conquered all the 
whole V Vorld,. ſat him: down and-weprt, when he 
knew he- had another VYorld 'ro conquer, even the 
Kingdom of Heaven, to gain that Kingdom, which 
muſt- be taken of all Chriſtians by violence ; even 
by the torce and violence of our Prayers and Tears : 
But many men now a days never offer violence to 
Heayen by their Prayers and Almſ-deeds 3. bur inſtead 
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of that, they offer violence one to another, and take 
one another by the throar, ſaying, Pay me what thou 
oweſt, or I wil: caſt thee into Priſon, and there thou 
ſhalt rot and conſume before thou haſt ſarisfied me. 
Are theſe Chriſtians ? No ſure; yer they are Chriſti- 
ans in name, bur not in profeſſion.  Chniſt- tells them 
that they muſt forgive one another, as our heavenly 
Father will forgive them : and we muſt do to others , 
as we would others ſhoulddo to us 3 and be- ye per- 
fe&t faith our Saviour, as your Heavenly Father is per- 
fet ; alwayes abounding in good works : And ler not 
the world make us forget God, nor our love to' our 
Neighbours : Many men are troubled like Martha , 
with many things, but the Godly man like Mary hath 
choſen the better part, which ſhall never. be taken 
from her ; Alas my beloved, what can this tranſitory 
world afford us, only a little delight with ſadneſs, -z 
little joy with ſorrow, a little pleaſure with trouble.of 
mind ; 1it.is but for a moment, and then all our plea- 


ſure ceaſeth: ſo ſaith Solomon, V of vanity , © and 
fn nnd 


all is but vanity : So the voluptuous Man t 

walks in acircle, and imagines he ſhall never come 
to an end : bur ler me tell that worldling, that the 
work of vaniry, and of pleaſure is iniquity, for they 
draw fin upon their own heads, as with cart-ropes, 
and drink down fin like water. Therefore O m 

ſoul come nor near ſuch company, (Gen. 42+ 15. 

have no fellowſhip with ſuch wicked men : For their 
wayes ſhall periſ; Ir is dangerous for a godly "man to 
live among wicked and prophane men, we may 1n- 
ſtance ir in Foſepb, as you may read in (Gen. 42. 15.) 
that as ſoon as Joſeph was entertained into Kin 

Pharaoh's houſe, and became a Courtier, he coul 

preſently learn to ſear by the Life of Pharaoh : as he 
did to his Brethren when they came to buy Corn in 
Egypt, faying, By the life of Phargob, ye are ſurely 
PS, and come to diſcover the nakedaeſs of our 
La 


Sathan, the World , Wicked, and ungodly _ 
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hold together : Sathan he gnes about dayly ſeeking 
whom he may devour : and ſeeking whom he can 
rempt by his allurements and bajrs which he lays in 
our ways : yea, he durſt come to our Saviour 'Chrift 
and tempt him : and as he rhoughr, Chriſt wher he 
had faſted ſq long together, ro be then weak and glad 
of-bread : fo he. thought himſelf at-the ſtrongeſt to 
attempt him , and to come with a ſtone to make 
bread, this was a ſtrangeone, nay, he comes to our 
Saviour with an IF, ſaving, if thou be the Son of 
God command theſe ſtones to be made bread; a 
hard matter, bread out of ſtones, and if our Saviour 
will have any, he muſt cauſe it to be done alſo ; like- 
wiſe, here the Devil ceaſed nor, for he carryed our 
Saviour into an exceeding high Mounrain, thinking by 
his arguments which he uſed ro Chriſt, to rempr him, 
ſaying, all theſe will I' give thee if thon wilt fall down 
and warſhip me : So the World doth deceive man, 
it-termprs him 20/fin, and it bewitches his heart fo , 
that jr-makes many men to fall down, and as it were 
worſhip the honour, the wealch, the pleaſure , and 
gelight of the World : The wicked faith, who will 
ſhew us any good ? What profit or what benefit will 
it bring us to ſerve God ? thew us that and then we 
will ſerve God? or elſe, What Lord ſhall us con- 
troul ? And if any Prophet or Apoſtle will promiſe 
us theſe things, then they will obey God, and walk in 
his 'ways : they will not behieve unleſs God give them 
an (earneſt penny, They will not like old Abraham 
forſake his fouls, and go into a ſtrange Country. 

God hath given man riches only to ſerve him, be- 
cauſe he firſt gave it: Bur man ſerves his riches firſt, 
and then God afterwards : Theſe ungodly men truſt 
God but for their own ends ; Like Belſhazar, who did 
carrouſe and drink even rill the hand-writing be up- 
on the wall, and our fights : And like Herod, give no 
Glory ro God when we ſpeak with our Tongyes, but 
take all the Glory to our ſelves, as Herod did, who 
gave no Glory at all ro God, that was his ſin, for fin 
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Verſes, Davids Bleſſed Man, 1795 
wounds the ſoul, and it makes a man a meer ſlave ;z 


for a wounded conſcience who can bear ? As long as. 
Gods hand is upon the wall, fin will be grievous unto 


us : Bur-if we will confeſs our fin, happy ſhall we be 3 


yea, happy is that man that can ſay by regeneration, 
that he hath no delight in fin : ſor in the end itbrings 
both anguiſh and deſolatson to every ſou! that dor 
ſin; Sin it ſelf 1s bitrerneſs, yea, it 1s a burthen , 
and ſuch a burthen, that if we do not repent, and 
eaſe our (elves of it, it will fink us down to Hell; 
Therefore let the wounds that we have received b 
ſm make us beware of the next blow that fin dot 
ſtrike the Soul with : We are all ſinners, even from 
Adam whoſe pure blood was tainted - with fin for his 
Trauſgreſſion and Diſobedience of Gods command : 
The wicked man when he ſhall hear of Tem , 
Juflice, and Judgment to come, will rhen like Felix 
tremble, and hke Nebrebadnergor, whoſe loyns were 
looſned, and whoſe joynts were ſmitten whes no 

Oh it is a happy thing to' forſgke wicked mens 
company : and a joyful and comfortable thing to free- 
quent godly and religious mens ſociety + And with 
holy David and blefled Samuel ſay, Lord, for 
thy Servant heareth : defiring rhe to add one de- 
gree of Graceto another, till we become e& and 
holy, even, as it ſhould become Chriftians : the 
Grace of God is able to diſcover the depth of fm,for 
the Grace of God is of a purging and purifying con- 
dition : it will purific the hearts from dead works ; 
and be more careful! to obſerve and walk in Gods 
Commandgents : as becomes good and godly men in 
this "i tears: Now Godly men muſt nor look 
for a Paradiſe on Earth z for this world is bur as 2 
troubleſom Sea, which the Wind and the ſtorms and 
rempeſts do cauſe tg -ariſe : the beſt of Gods Chil- 
dren are not without watery and earthly parts, which 
hinders them in their Voyage t6 Heaven: God hath 
bur one Son which ſaw no corruption, but he hath 
none that are without affliction 3 Adam for one tran(- 
greſhion 
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on had this ſentence denounced againſt him : 
that with ſorrow he ſhould cat his meat all the days 
of his Life : Sin is like the Diſcaſe of Leprofie, which 
ſpreads all over the whole Body : So doth fin, .j, 
ſpreads it ſelf over the whole man, into his heart 
into his underſtanding, and all his other faculties ? 
fin hath ſpread it ſelf like the cloud, which the Pro? 
phet Elijah ſaw, which was no bigger at the firſt than 
a mans hand ;- but it-grew bigger and bigger, till ir co- 
vered the whole Heavens ; fo fin at the firſt was bur 
little, becauſe it was committed by Adam ; bur as the 
* earth increaſed, ſo ſin ſpread it ſelf over the face of 
the whole Earth : The School of Adverfity is a Chri- 
ſtians beſt Univerſiry : The Children of God cannot 
be excuſed from troubles and afflitions in this [life ; 
as you may read of David's troubles z3 Joſeph's afflic- 
tions 3 Fob's Adverſities, what pr, Tryals did they 
paſs ? and with what patience did they undergo it ? 
Fob ſaith, O Lord thou haſt made me to remember 
the dayes of my yourh. Now afflitions doth make 
a man remember himſelf, and cauſes a man many 
times to look up to the hand that ſent them ; affti&i- 
on betters our.underſtanding, it makes a man remem- 
ber there is a Divine Power which rules above his hu- 
mane reaſon : the gall of affliction purges the eye- 
ſight of our ſouls, the __ Feremiah faith, I ſee 
a walking rod ; that is, affliction which hangs over 
the heads of all thoſe that are in the ſleep of ſeeuriry : 
Thy corre&ions have been my inſtructions, ſaith rhe 
wiſe. man 3 afflitions draw us out of the arms of 
this our old enemy Saran ; it draws thg,curtain of 
our eyes, that we may ſee our own miſefidle eſtares : 
Sin which cleaves ſo faſt unto man by nature , muſt 
be purged by the fire of affliction , ſo that we may 
be purged and purified from- ous groſs corruption : 
I will melt them, and try thegts Haich God, that I 
may purge. them from their urions : Bleſſed is 
the man that endures temptations, for he {hall receive 
in the end a Crown of Glory: We are chaſtned - 
the 
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the Lord; faith St. Paw/, becauſe we ſhould not be 
condemned with the world, and periſh with wicked 
and ungodly men. Sufferings, and crofles, and affli&i- 
ons, and loſſes in ths fe, are but like Thorns in the 
fire, or under a pot, only a crack and away; And as 
there 15 a furnace of Gods childrenin this life of affli- 
Qion, (o there will be ſure a Tophet for the wicked in 
the life ro come. 
The wicked and ungodly men that live ſo at plea- 
ſure in this life, do _—_ run into debt on Gods ſcore, 
ey ſleep ſecurely, and walk 
cheerfully : this ſhews that the Lot of the wicked is 
Erernal Death : I am the Smith, faith God , which. 
blows the coals, and makes hot the Furnace of af- 
fliaion : 1 Create the night and the day alike: I am 
he that brings darkneſs, even the darkneſs of affli&i- 
on, God hath a hand in all ouraffligtions , for what 
crofles or calamiries befall us,cither by the loſs of eſtate, 
or by wife or children, or good name, 1s ſtill by Gods 
permiſſion and providence, to make us know, that 
we are ſinful men, and that God is, and hath been 
provoked by us every day: for we load our ſelves 
with ſin, as a Cart 1s loaden in harveſt time with 
ſheaves. God, when he ſees a ſinner run on in his 
courſe of wickedneſs, then God draws 'out his hand 
out of his boſom, and makes ready his bow, and his 
arrows, and aims before he ſhoots, hoping of amend- 
ment: ſix days God made the world in, but hetakes 
eight or ten dayes before he deftroyes one Ciry, yer 
forty dayes before - Ninivth ſhall be deſtroyed : We 
muſt pray to God for patience, that we may bear our 


affliions and chaſtizings pariently : Let me tell you, 
od hath not dealt with us as we have deſerved, nor 

ath he rewarded vs after our tranſgreſhons : for God 

a the midſt of judgment remembers mercy, for ſo 

ich the Pſalmiſt, for there is mercy with thee that 

hou mayeſt be feared ; for if God ſhould be extream 
omark what we have done amiſs, who were able 
d abide it ? God faith, I will be thy Father, and _ 
c 
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ſhalt be my Son ; bur if thou wilt not hear me, and 
obey mv. words, I will chaſtiſe thee with the Rod of 
afflition: though the Waters as the deluge of Ns- | 
ah's Flood. prevailed over the Earth , and above it, 
yet in a ſhort time rhey were abared : And as God 
hath lightning in one hand, ſo he hath rain in the 
other hand 3 As he hath fiery feer, ſo he hath a face 
like ro the Sun , co ſhew mercy: thy comfort hath re- 
freſhed my Soul, faith Holy David. ; 
And as God hath given us parience to endure unto : 
the end, if we will labour for it, ſo he will dehver « 
us out of all our afflitions in his good time, and k 
tl 
Ol 


when it pleaſes him; for he knoweth beſt what is fit- 
reſt for us : God's love ſhall over-top all ourtorrows 3 
for when the Egyptian Task-maſters laid rhe moſt be 
burden upon the children of Iſrael, and did call thzm þ 
to account for their number of Bricks, and thoſero | 
be made without ſiraw or ſtubble ; rhen did God de- Jo 
liver them our of all cheir troubles; then I ſay, did ki 
God ſtep 1n, and give his aſhſtance, when all humane y | 
help was paſt, then did God ſhew his power in mans | ;.'* 
weakneſs, and delivered them our of their bondage 
and ſlavery: therefore my beloved, remember this 
note of obſervation ; that when God ſends affliction , by 
he then looks for an amendment at our hands; he t a 
doth not puniſh us for our deſtruction and confuſion, P** 
but for our good and converſion hereafter, while we 
live in this world of fin and corruption : And ſuch as 
will not take notice of his fatherly correfions in love, 
and for our good ſhall with the ungodly and wicked 
men periſh and come to a fearful end, even hell-fir 
for ever, 

Nothing was more comfortable to St. Au/in whet 
he was in afflition,- than when he thought on the, 
ſufferings of our Saviour ; therefore ſaith he, ler nc h 
man be ſo ungrateful as not to return unto him ſomeh"*© Cr 
thing, even pure hands, and undefiled hearts. And 
before I conclude all, receive theſe few Contemplaþ 
tions» Troubles and torrures, calamities and crof 


nN us 
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(fo that it is now grown to a Proverb; Pathimata, 
mathemata 5 nocumenta docameta) The Lords laſhes are 
Leſſons to lead us along the right and firaight way to 
gy the true Sanfifier of our ſouls to all that believe in 

im. 

David penning his ſweeteſt and harmonious Pſalm, 
P|al. 52. in his bitrereſt afflitions reacheth vs eve- 
ry one, to profit by Gods Rod ; becauſe that afflici- 
on bringeth home the Prodigal Son. Lub. 15. And 
maketh Nebuchadnezzar lift up his Eyes to Heaven, ho- 
nouring him that liveth for ever. As many as be ſons, 
muſt be ſcourged of their Father : there are none 
knowing God, but muſt look for Meſſengers ro falure 
them, with ſhrieking founds of forrowful news. * For 
our Learning it pleaſes God oftentimes to conclude the 
beſt peoples Lives with very ſad ends: As we fee in 
| } the Death of Jeſus Chriſt, his beſt Apoſtles ; Likewiſe 
> | Jonathan, Lazarss, and the Lords two. Witnelles. Rev. 
"| 11. 5. Who having finiſhed their Teſtimonies, are 
a} killed for ſo doing, and their Corps thrown into the 
© } ſtreets of the great City; the Gentiles in their cour- 
ſes three dayes and an half, not ſuffering their carkaſſes 
to be put into their Graves : See how the Lord 
ſcourgeth deeply, where he loveth moſt. dearly: ſtay 
bur the Lords lerfure, and he will ugdoubredly com- 
forr your diſtrefſed heart and mind, if you wil pari- 
ON} ently abide, ſeck and wait" for him in the way of 

ſinceriry and truth, 

h 25} Remember we ſhould a!l, that Iſraels portion is not 
rats palicd into by following of vain and unlawful plea- 
REM iresz not by embracing the Earth in our Arms, or 
-fir ending out our Children by flocks to daunce after 

ufick ; Till che Lords Ve mane ſurgintibus ferze up- 
when us : (Efa. g.) Iſracis portion is not ſo eafily- come 
ne nto. There-is no other way to the Crown, but- by 
© Mhe Croſs : We muſt ſuffer our afffitions as the good 
omeEauldier of Chriſt, before the Lord will receive us 
7 nto Erernal Glory, Learn we all therefore, that the 
oſs of Chriſt 1s the beſt School-maſter to bring us 
; ro 

( 
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to Chriſt, As Naaman did waſh ere he could be 


whole, ſo muſt good Chriſtians be content to ſuffer 
Tryals. 


Whilſt God threatnecth afflition to our fleſh, he . }. 


would have us to prepare Faith and Patience in our 
hearts, to entertain his chaſtiſements with rears: The 
rod of God to man, is as the Preſs to the Grape ; the 
Fan to the Corn, and the Fire to the Gold. 

How was good Facob troubled ?- firſt, to have his 
only brother (as it were) to ſwear his death; then 
to leave his Fathers houſe and home, Country and 
Friends, and to ſeck for ſervices in the world abroad. 
Remember ſtill Gods ſpy, (your Conſcience in your 
boſom) ſees you, and will be his ſecret intelligencer, 


(our Conſcience, that will be undoubtedly moſt eruc * 


and faithful unto God) an intelligencer againſt Achj- 
tophel, Haman, Shebna, and others, yea, againſt thine 
own ſelf, if thy ſoul be unſanRified : you muſt hun- 
er after Heaven, ere it will be had. Our Heavenly 
ather corre&ing ſtill whom he loveth and liketh ; 
teacherh us not to deſpair of his fatherly favours , 
and friendly affetions ; but rather that he nurtureth 
us for our Salvation, fining us as the filver; and choo- 
ſing us in the fire, as the pureſt Gold : Mark Chrifſts 
dealing with his choſen Members, by convincing their 
faults ; when he chaſtneth us ro break us of our evil 
ways, and thereby he bringeth us to Reformarion , 
correQing all of us according to the qualiry of our of- 
fence: The hardlier we are broken from our fins , 
the heavier judgments will he lay on us, to work our 
deeper humiliation and repentance. 
. Fears ſhall make us to underſtand that which ex- 
hortations and gentlene(s could -nort- bring us unto : 
We muſt be firſt humbled, ere we can be advanced 
and have fainting fouls on Earta, before we can feel 
the high, holy, and helping hand of Sod from on 
high, to ſtay and heave us out of our diftreſſes : Re- 
lye we ſhll on God , and he will not forſake us in our 
dangers, but will give us ſtill ſuch pledges of his ne- 
yer 
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ver failing mercies, as may aſſure our hearts of greate* 
in Heaven, where more-joys are ' prepared, then we 
can either ask or once think of : Ir: is well if we think 
fin to be the ground of your afflitions, and your of- 
fences the cauſe of Gods diſpleaſure ; wherefore he 
ſenderh croſſes and curſes 'apon ſinners. 

Conſider we firſt, how we have faln by wantonneG 
of life,and ungodly converſation ; our negleting Gods 
Word and Will, hath broughr' the cup of Gods indige- 
nation upon us, to reclaim-our feet from folly, and'out 
ſouls from Hell. F 

Not to acknowledge our ſelves to have deſerved 
Gods Judgments (becauſe we yet feel them not) is 

wary = heart, a ſtate moſt perilous, until we be 

mbled. 

God therefore pulled David down (though he were 
a choſen veſſel). when he ſaw him walk awry. ' God 
cofreRts us to reform us, making his judgments as meſ- 
ſengers, ro recall us from fin, before he enter inro 
judgment with'us. Beware of grudging at thy croſſes 
or affli&ions, for our Heavenly Father uſeth them to 
amend us, not willing the death of any finner. 


We having all ſinned, ſtand in need of ey —/ 
fick of correQion to reclaim us from ſtraying f 
our Heavenly Fathers dwelling ; 'beware of being a- 
ſhamed of our Fathers vifitation : neither love«vite (the 
pleaſures of this world, more then the joys of-Hea« 
Ven. | 

Be we never aſhamed of Gods Rod : for David 'con- 
fefleth, and faith (Pſal. 23.) Thy rod and thy ftaff com- 
fort me: the rod-to'corre& mie, when I ay vat of the 
way 3 and the ſtaff to: comfort aud uphold me, when 
I am inthe way : but entertain we his corteRion as 2 
benefit and bleſſing ſent from -0n my profitable for 
our ſouls, and no way hurtful r-our hearts + and fill 
; ———qo_—_ more fit you for the company of Gods chil- 

ren. 


The more forrowfal _ ſick we are, the mn 
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like-we are unto our -elder brocher Chriſt Jeſus, who 
finiſhed our tion through the Gro(s, and made 


— the /way to rhe, joyes of Heaven, through -tribulation; 


Which way whoſoever.1s aſhamed to follow, can nei- 
ther.come to his Kingdom, nor (et (foot in the pallace 
of Gods moſt- joyul} inheritance : If any of you be 


ponnded without in your-body, be careful ro-ſee to the 


-\. fear nor bur that the ſeeds. of ifaith lye til}: in fome 
of our; hearts: although: the fruit thereofdo nor plain- 
ly appear. | 

If our. Sons and Daughters have been dear unto us, 
how .much more dearly hath Chriſt our Redeemer 
once bought wich his blood, both our Souls and Bo» 
dics. - I beſeech you hold it a joy to dye, and to be 
our-of the ſinful world, and to be delivered from the 
thraldome of this ſorrowful life. 


- Death 15-our gefuge, the help of-our Souls to Hea- | 


wen 54 there we live Erernally where 1s no pain, bur 
all plcaſure, no ſorrow, but folace ; -no fighing, tbur 


tnging; no 'fcar of dearch, but afluranre of everlaſt- 


10g hfe,. Jt good: for Gods children ro/be afflicted, 

that they may not ſtray from Gods hoaſe, but keep 

hw ,word; and to earn and obſerve his Divine Sta- 
7 

wy heave : been long chaftned of the [Loxd, 

. bur 4t,1s--that we ſhould nor be condemned of the 

Lond. Gads puniſhing vs, doth with-hotd us from 


. Hell, ſtirring us daily and earneſtly to deſire to -be 


.diflolveds: and tobe 'with Chriſt -our Saviour -in-Glo- 
- . « Conſider I beſceech you, that when +the earth] 

houſe of this Tabernacle ſhall: be diffoived, we wy 
.a building of God,  amchouſe not made-withihands, 
- but 'eternal; inthe Heavens : which whoſo mherireth 
;ſhall be eternally ſaved. ; 

. [ entreat audadviſc every :one, to-be:more: careful 
of their ſouls than of their bodies, ſtill comforripg 
.their hearty-in-their atftictions, knowing that the: ſend- 
4:14 cr 
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er thereof is God, and the cauſer rhereof our fins < 


the | we be and langnſhin fin, the more A nc 
eth"Gods tove' 1n our ficknefs : for the which rhink 
God to'be the fender, and likewiſe our deliveres in 
danger and adverſity. | 
As the Husband-man doth not pat the fickle unto 


the corn until.at'he ripe ; So doch nar God infli&- his 


wn vengeanice for the ſame. 

Art thou defirouso avoid comagious diſcaſes-? ſee 
thou-fear more thy ſm 'than the infeted City : Canſt 
thou remove thy tranſgreſſions from the Lord ? the 
Ciries contagion ſhall nor hurt thee : bur if our ſins 
remam-unrepented, all the wholſome air in all the 
countrey. cannot helpthee or comfort thee; | 

In this World, we can .ſce but Gods back parts, as 
Moſes did, that is; bur a Victle favour of God 2 but af- 
rer this'life' chded; we ſhall ſee God face ro face,hav- 
ing the full fruition of him : as we therefore wiſh the 
falvarion of 'our fouls, ler us all beware of ſecurity, or 
ro defer our Repentance, /left we be caſt into kell-fre, 
'having no'leafe of our uncertain lives. 


'Labour*call to have the candle of Faith'bury in the ' 
'Jamps of our Heafrs, ſHIl nouriſhed with the oyl of love 


and-good-/works. 
Ir may nor Ulittle comfort us in the time of our af- 


' fictions andirroubles, rhat our Heavenly Father mo 
d 


ſhewed ſuch lave unto us, rhat we ſhould be call 
the 'fons and daughters of God. - O what a comfore it is 
to pur. hearts and foals, that we pray not ro an Inexo- 
Fable Judge, but'ro'a moſt merciful Father wha can 
deny as nothing, Mat. 3. 9, 10. 1. Its no Impu» 
deney:to call upon the 'Lord, we have. his promiſe, 
Eq4b.'-36./28. That we ſhall be his people, and be will be 

owr God for evermore. | 
We have Chriſts warrant when we pray, to have 
-the-Holy Ghofts inſtruftions, whereby we may cry, 
Abba'Father': fearing God as our Maſter, and more 
reverencing him, then oy IIs * 
2 e 


iicrout judgments ' upon us, until} our fins do call ; 
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& _ We that are Godschildren ſhould ſo eſteem of our 
i oe as alwayes tending to his own glory, and' our 
Talyation, The matter of temptation (1 mean ourown 
concupilcence) 15 in onr ſelves ; the Devil brings his 
bellows to this fire, and it is forthwith kindled 3 bur 
craving grace to repel this power, we are not ſwal- 

lowed up of them, but freely de- 

St. Auguſtine's livered from the flavery of. fin 
Reſolution. and Satan, St, Auguftine asketh, 

what our life s ? He anſwereth 

himſelf, ſaying, Arming to death, our life while it et- 

cveaſtth, decreaſeth 3; and when our life is during, our 

aeath is living. This life js the time wherein we 

muſt be admitted into che Kingdom of grace, if ever 

»_ -wxhcrneie to be in the Kingdom of glory and 
appineſs, 

AN Gods children muſt jn this world be tempted, 
that being tempted, they may reſiſt ; reſiſting, they 
may overcome 3 and over-coming they may be crown- 
ed : be nor weary of painful walking to the King- 
dom of Heaven ; fix your eyes on Chriſt Jeſus, and 
never leave gmay frogs you come . ro _ ; Faqs 
fear you any toc rii:ng u you, foi 
fefling of Gods truth, ſo _—_ we may win Chriſt 

eſus for our reward, Think not our ſelyes to be fir 

nes for the Lords building, unleſs we be hewen with 
the axe of afflitions, and then ſlit through the heart 
with a ſaw of corfeQion. 

Whoſoever will hereafter taſte the ſweet joys of Pa- 
radiſe, muſt firſt on earth (with Chriſt Jen raſt of 
the cup of ſalt tears and affliftions with David : here 
'he watered his bed, and haſt thou noge to bedew 
thy Couch with? God would nor affli& thee, bur to 
wean thee from wickedneſs ; he would not have the 
weeds to over-grow the good corn, nor the Fleſh to 
domineer over the Spirit : therefore by affli&tions are 
we often brought to hate that which e we djd 
love, and trocmbrace, what before we did loath, 

Tribulation doth open the cars of the heart, man 

/ . WoTrid» 
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worldly pul ay doth ofrencimes ſhat : the Lord in 
en chaſtneth here, thar we might not be 


oO 
veoud noe condemned wirh the world, 1 Cor. 11. 22.-, 


God woundeth us, not ro make us worſe, but wiſer, 
that we might weep cach one for our teveral fins and 
wickedneſs, which we have committed againſt our 
ood God. ' Oh remember that the afflitions of the 
bod is wholeſome phyſick for the ſoul, it killeth the 
Fleſh, but cureth the Spirtr, 

One compareth afflitions ro the Gold-ſmirhs forge, 
which tryeth the pure gold from the droſs : or as phy- 
fick expelling corrupt humors from the body : Or as 
a Shepherds crook whereby God bringeth -again his 


wandring ſheep into the fold : Sickneſs and forrows: 


are as a watchful rod ro make us vigilant, that are in 
our ſelves naturally both ſleepy and luggiſh ; You 
know this, that by afflitions arerhe children of God; 
and the ſons of Belial taken norice of. We are of 
therefore inthralled, that our faith might be tryed, 
, love and obedience exerciſed, and our crofles 
cheerfully welcomed ; ſent of God for aur good. Leare 
ning in afflition to abaſe thy ſelf in the fight of God 
Almighty, acknowledging and confefling thac earthly 
ſcourgings are bur as flea-vitings in reſpeR of the tor» 
ments of hell, which by our lewd lives, for ever we 
have deſerved. . 
Do you atk me,why God affli&erh you in this world 2 
T anſwer, That the grearneſs: of his power; and the 
infiniteneſs of his mercies might be ſhewed in the de- 
livery of us, and ſuch others. 


There is no ſurer ſign of the Lords writing your- 


names in the book of Life, rhen this, that the Lord 
humblerh before he exalrerh, and ſhewerh us our wo- 
ful eſtate through ſin by the Law, before ever he ſig- 
'nifieth unro us, that he is our ſalvation, And why 
dealeth God thus with his own children ? 

Firſt, untill we be humbled, we never ſeek after 
Chriſt, nor defire him ; without which we can never 
find him : For God hath appointed that by ſeeking 
we ſhould find him. I 3 
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From the Spanilh Na- A ſccond reaſon; 15, that our 
t) in 88, from the Gun. redemption might be the more 
Tra. in 1605, precious unto us, as our healch 
5 more pleaſant after ſickneſs, 
liberty after impriſonment, plenty atter ſcarciry, and 
ce after war, | 
Thirdly, That Gods mercy in our. deliverance, 
might be prizcd in his kind 3\ rhe Redeemer in Hea- 
ven ; for this eſpecial cauſe, ex- 
From the laſt great tol the Lord and the Lamb with 
fecbneſs, mary a perperual Hallelujah + for an 
particular dangers. everlaſting redemption, from ag 
: everlaſting damnation, requireth 
Fs nk 6 Ee by dent 
general truth is confir a eX- 
ample. When the poor Jaylor _ moſt grievoully 
tormented through the horrours of the Law, before 
he could find his ſoul recovered by the ſalvation of 
the Goſpel 3 He cryes, Sirs, what muſt I do to be ſaved 7 
ently Paul and Silas told him what rodoz Even 
litve in thi Lord Jelus Chrift, and thouſbalt be ſaved, and. 
thy Hoxſbold. And ſo I have done with theſe few con- 
remplations. | 
Bur before I conclude all, let me give you ſome 
good jnſtrufions, that you may the berrer be prepa- 
red for the worthy receiving of the Holy Communion 
of rhe body and blood of Chrift, therefore I will crave 
your patience, and beg your attentions to hearken 
unto rniem. 


Inſirudtions 
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INSTRUCTIONS 
FOR 


COMMUNICANTS. 


T is generally obſerved that matters of greateſt 
conſequence are never without ſome perplexc 
difficulty, net diſcernable by a- ſuddew intuici- 
on, the mind of mam: being of aIimited Effi- 
_ thereby unfir for any ſerious work, till 
firſt diſpoſſefſed of all different notions, repug- 

nant indiſpofitions, which might hinder or divert the 

performance of any great buſineſs ſer upon with ſud-" 
den uncompos'd. and uncolleted rhoughts 3 which 
obſervation rightly confidered, I conceived thar for 
the due and reverent receiving of Chriſts Holy Sacra- 
ment, his blefled body and blood, that prepararive 
a of Examination to be of great conſequence, it be- 
ing a thing ſo comfortable to. them which receive it 
worthily, and likewiſe very dangerous ro thoſe that 
receive 1t unworthily, therefore 1 thought it requiſite 
to exhort you rightly ro- conſider of the great dignity 
of the Holy Myſtery, and the great peril that enſues 
to thoſe thar unworthily receive it. And by theſe 

few inſtructions which I have gather'd for the help + 

and furtherance cE good Chriſtians, ro prepare 

your (clves to be foufid - worthy receivers-of this Holy 

E's Com- 
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Communion. Almighty God proſper them unto you» 
and give us all his blefling, Amen. , 


F you pleaſe to look into Holy Scriptures, you ſhall 
4 find Almighty God hiqſelf a para of deliberate 
preparation: for in making the world, if he had (© 
pleaſed; he might at one command,” have erefted this 
glorious Frame art once,-as to-be (1x dayes-in the faſhi- 
oning of ir, bur only co exhibire unto us an example 
cf remperate and adviſed proceeding in this great du- 
ty; firſt, provide the- materials, and then ſuperadd 
the accompliſhment and perfe&ion. 

In S»lomons Temple theſtones were; perfected, poliſh- 
ed, and hewed, before they were \brought to . God's 
houſe, intimating unro us, it ſhould te ſo in that Tem- 
ple of which that was a Type, cven the myſtical body 
of Chriſt, every man ſhould be firſt hewed and fired 
by Repenrance, and other preparatory works ; before 
be app-oach to incorporate himſcif unto this ſpiricual 
and crernal building. . | | 
. Our Saviour Chriſt in the Celebration of: his Jaſt 
Supper would not have fo much-as the Room wanting 
or unprovided, but ſent his Diſciples before-hand to 
make preparations, Mark 14.,13. thereby ſignifying 
- unto us that in ſacred things there ſhould be prepara- 
tion before celebrarion. Ir was a Religious Obſer»a- 
tion of the Roman Superſticious Sacrifice, for a (zx- 
vant that ftood by to pur the Prieſt in mind what he 
was ahour, and withal to adviſe him ro conſider ma- 
rurely, and ro do with true affetign what work he 
was then to perform, the Veſſels and Garments in 
thoſe ſolemniries uſed, before hand being waſhr an4 
cleanſed from ſoil ? theſe things rightly confidered, 
how ought every Chriſtian ſoul ro prepare, and 
throughly examine their Conſciences, to judge them- 
ſelves leaſt they be judged, that ſo by contrition' and 
rrue Repentance, with a deteſtation of fin, they may 
receive everlaſting comfort to the ſalvation of their 
ſouls, through Jeſus Chriſt our Bord, 

A 
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| A Sacramegr is that, whereby Chriſt, and his ſa- 
ving graces, are by cerrain external rights ſignified, 


exhibired and ſealed to a ' Chriſtian man... The Sa-- 


craments of the new Teſtament are. two : Baptiſm 
and the Lords Supper, the former at our entrance, 
the ſecond during our continuance, in this Church 


Militant. In the Lords Supper, there is a ſign, and, 


a.thing ſignified : The figns are- Bread and Wine, the 
things ſignified are the Body and Blood of Chriſt, the 
Body broken is ſignified by the Bread 3 the Blood 
ſhed, by che Wine poured our, he that will receive 
this Holy Sacrament with due reverence, muſt con- 
ſcionably perform .ic by preparation,. .by meditation, 
by aRion or practiſe, 

Firſt then, you muſt endeavour preparation. of 
your (clves before you preſume ro come. ro thae. Holy 
Table. Firſt, becauſe there. was a. Commandment 
upon pain.of death, (Exod. 12. 48. Job .13+ 4.) that 
no uncircumciſed perſon ſhould car. of. the paichal 
Lamb ; neither . ſhould . any circumciſed perſon - eat 
thereof withour due preparation. before hand. by 
the ſame reaſon we are bound .unto a l;ke. due prepa- 
ration before. we. come unro the Communion, Se+ 
condly, Chriſt waſhed his Diſciples feet, - before he 
admirred them to eat of his- Supper 3 ſignifying how 
thou ſhouldeſt lay aide. all unpureneis of hearr, and 
uncleanneſs of. life, and be furniſhed with humilicy, 
and charity, before thou preſumeſt ro taſt of his Ro- 
ly Supper. Thirdly, Ir is the counſch of the Holy 
Ghoſt by S:. Pazl, (1 Cor. 11. 28.) Let every man 
examine. himſelf, and fo let him eat of 4his Bread, 
and drink of this,Cup.+ Fourthly, . Gad hath ever 
(mirren wich fearful judgments; thole who have preſa- 
med t9 uſe Holy Ordinances withour fear and due re. 
verence 2. (2 Cor. 39. 18.) The fear of chat firyke, 
made 'Ezebi.rs fo earneſtly ra pray unto. God, that 
he would not ſm te the people, that. wanted time ra 
prepare themſclves 2s they thauld,: to. eat - the Paſ'e-* 


over, aud it is ſaid, that. the Lord heard Erebiah,. 
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and healed the people 3 Intimating, that had it nor 
been for Ezebiahs Prayer, the Lord had ſmitten the 
people for their want of due preparation. There- 
fore I exhort you in the bowels of Jeſu Chriſt, pre- 
pare holy veſſels for theſe holy Myſteries ; Come nor 
unto this feaſt without your Wedding Garments, for 
fear it be ſaid, rake him, bind him hand and foor, 
and caſt him into urrer darkneſs, where ſhall be 
weeping and gnaſhing of teeth : Put oft your ſhoos, 
all your vain affe&tions, for the ground where you 
ſtand is holy ground : How fearful is this place ? It 
15 even the preſence of the dreadful God": Hunt ſm 
that devoured from works to words, from words to 
thoughts, from thoughts to every corner of your 
rhougrhs ; as JoÞuah purſued Achans fin from Camp 
ro Tribe, from Tribe to Family, from Family to Per- 
ſon 3, let it have no ſtarting hole. If it be a thing ſo 
dangerous to come unprepared, (ſome may think and. 
fay) it were better for me to forbear coming ro the Sa- 
crament, O beware of that, that 1s a finful reſoluri- 
on, and puniſhable with rhe great wrath of God; 
witneſs the Holy Ghoſt in rhe ninth of Numbers, 
where it is ſaid, rhat man rhat js clean, and is not in 
4 Journey, and is negligent ro keep the / Paſſover, the 
ſame Perſon ſhall be cur off from his people, becauſe - 
he brought not the offering of the Lord in due ſea- 
fon; and Chriſt hath commanded thee to come unto 
the Communion, ſaying both himſelf in the goſpel, 
and. by Saint Paul, take, eat, do this in remembrance 
6f me ; it was the greateſt pledge of hislove near unto 
his end, lefr unto his deareſt. children 3 and: wile thou 
negleR of contemn fo rich'a Legacy, fo good a gife ? 
wilt thou nor be marked with Gods'feat,' thar he may 
know thee to be his own ? Come, and come prepared 
thereunto,, But-thou ſaiſt, how ſhall 7 come prepa- 
red ? This preparation con{;ſtsjn the ſerious confide- 
raitjon of rt rec things, 

ſrt, Of r:c-worthineſs of the Saerament. 

Spngly, Of thy unworthynels, 


_— 
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Thirdly, Of the means whereby thou mayeſt be- 
come a worthy receiver. 

Firſt, For the worrhyneſfs thereof, the Author was 
Chriſt himſelf; and the worth thereof is diſcerned 
by the graces that are Communicated unto us, by and 
threugh the Lords Supper; for ir aſſures us, that 
Chriſt is a propitiatory Sacrifice unto God for us, and 
a peace-maker berween God and us: Ir confirms our 
Faith, aſſuring unto us all thoſe ſaving Graces which 
are necellary unto Eternal Life, as EleGion , 
Redemption, Juſtification and San&ification : Again, 
from this Communion with Chriſt, rhere ſprings a 
Communion betwixt Chriſtians amongſt rhemſelves 3 
He that loves not his brother canner love Chriſt, ſaith 
Str, John. Our Saviour prayed five times in the 17th. 
Chap. of Saint Jobns Goſpel, thar his Diſciples mighr 
be one, to teach us how much urity and concord 
pleaſeth him, and how injuriouſly rhey torture their 
Mother the Church, (as,upon a Rack) who break her 
ſwadling bands of peace. I could ſwim in a main 
Sea of comforr, while I ſpeak of the worrhynels of 
his Sacrament : It feeds our ſouls with aſſured hope 
of Reſurreaion, and of Everlafting Life ; it binds 
all Chriſtians by an Oath of fideliry. unto the ſervice 
of God for ſuch high fayours : Therefore Lord, ever- 
more give us of this bread, I mean ſpiritual bread 3 
(1 San. 6. 11.) if the houſe of Obed-Edom was hap- 
py by the preſence of the Ark : (Mat. 9. 20 ) if the 
diſeaſed woman had her bloody iſſue cured by rouch- 
ing but the hem of Chrifts garment 3, how happy ſhall 
we be by receiving into our ſouls by Faith, the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt, as we reccive Bread and Wine 
inro our Stomachs ? 

The ſecond choughrt which ſanRifies thy prepara- 
tion muſt be a confideration of thine own unworcthy- 
neſs, and that may be done 1f thou tryeſt thy felf by 
the Ten Commandments, as by a touckſtone, remem- 
bring what good thou haſt omicred 5 and whar evil 
thou haſt commicced z ſearching into. the ſecrers of 


thy 
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thy heart with a curious eve, not ſparing to plough 


up furrows in thine own (cul : arraigning, accuſing, 
judging and condemning thine own ſelf, that. thou 


beeſt not judged and condemned of the Lord-,. 


(1 Tim. 15.) faying in thy ſelf heartily, (as the Cen-- 
rurion did) Lord, I am. not worthy that thou ſhould(t 
come under my-roof. Give ſentence of thy elf (as, 
St. Paz! did) that thou art the chiefeſt of all ſinners. 

Yca, to thy comfort look into the words next going. 
before, and thou ſhalt find nor Chriſt came 1n- 
ro the world to ſave ſinners ; of the bepefic of whoſe 
coming that thou maiſt be partaker, ſtrive.to be a wor-. 


thy receiver of 'the Communion, which is the third, 


degree of due preparation. Thou mayſt be a worthy 
receiver, if thou doſt perform durtics unto God, and. 
unto thy neighbour. Unto God by ' knowledge, by 
fairh, by repentance : Knowledge muſt lead the way ;, 
for an houſe cannot be builr, unleſs the Foundation 
be laid 3 ſo neither can Religion ſtand, - unleſs ir be. 
grounded upon the knowledge of Gods word, a tear- 
tulrhing for them who make, themſelves ſtrangers in. 
the Courrs of our God. The daughter of Knowledge. 
muſt be Faith, not thatof Devils, to know. that Chriſt 
is, bur that of Chriſtians, to know that he is thine : 
Thar true faith is never barren, bur it. will ſhew it (elf 
by repentance, therefore, rent thy heart and not th 
garment : Thy Saviours new Wine, , his Blood; muſt 
got be pur in the old bottles of thy corrupt Nature : 
I- Cor. $5, 8. The Paſſcover muſt notbe eaten with ſowr- 
herbs, his Sacrament not received with the ſowr lea- 
ven of- malice and wickedneſs, bur- with the ſowr. 
Herbs of Repentapce, and a fellow feeling of Chriſt 
his bitrer-paſſion 3 ravel"our by confeſſion that which 
rhou- haſt ſppn out and woyen_ by ungodly praftice : 
Thy duty unto thy neighbour. is charity, forgiving ay 
thou, wouldſt be forgiven, not raking him'by the rhroag 
for one Talent, when thy Maſter hath: raſed many of: 
thine our- of his debt-book 3; bur if thou Hare any thing 
again(t tym, leaye.rhy.gift ar the-Altar, and go and be 
recans 
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reconciled to thy. brother, and then come and ofter 
thy gift. You have the preparation _ before you re- 
ceive 3 now. obſerve the meditation. while you are re«. 
ce]ving. 

It muſt conſiſt of great humility :. Say with Solomon,. 
1s it true indeed, that God will dwell on the carth 2. 
Behold, the Heavens, and the Heaven of Heavens are. 
not able to contain thee, how much more unable is 
this houſe which. I have buile ? And of a Faith ſtrivi 
with God, like him. in the Goſpel, who caryed wit 
tears, I believe, Lord help mine unbelief. And of, 
2 great joy, how bleſſed am I, who am called to the. 
Lambs Supper ? And of moſt ſerious thankfulneſs for, 
the ſtamp of ſo gloriaus a ſeal upon ſo bale and finful 
mettle-;. ſceing-1n the. Euchariſt," as God lays down, 
unto us a pledge of his favour, fo we. return anothes 
to him of our thankfulneſs, and obedience (Zacchens- 
like) in the very a& of the only buſineſs, be thou, 
mounted up (ashe was.in the fig-tree) from the carth, 
and all carthly affeRions 3, Receive. Chriſt into thy 
houſe, reſtore where thou haſt wronged, redeem, 
Gods. favour which thou haſt loſt by chy grievous ſins ; 
and in the very a&, pray that. thou, mayſt_be- in cravel 
of a new ſoul. 

The third. branch of reyerence due unto this Holy 
Sacrament, is ation and” practice after the receig 
thereof, 

Firſt, the ſame day in celebrating it holy unto the 
Lord ; like Foſeph of Arimathea, lodging Chriſt in a. 
new Sepulchre, 1n a-renewed heart; perfaming the 
room with a_ ſweet ſmelling incenſe of prayers and. 
praiſes. 

Secondly, Never afrer returning like dogs and ſwine 
uno your yomir, and wallowing in the mire, for then. 
(like prodigals, who wilfully robbed themſelves of- 
their inherirance) you pluck off the Seal annexed un- 
to the Indencure ;. you trample under foot Gods Seal 
ſer unto his Ward, both which render unto you afſu- 
rance. of your. Salyation, If you. think of _— 

e 
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the Sacrament, and then of returning unto ſin again, 
like chem that drink and vomit that they may driok 
afreſh, you do bur delude your ſelves; for the Sur- 
geon can never cure the wound fo long as the dagger 
that made it remains untaken out. Thus by prepa- 
ring, medicating, and good living, learn to difctrn 
the Lords Body, know that common Bread, and com- 
mon Wine by thar holy uſe be made nor common, leſt 
receiving them pp:tov” 4 you be as guilty of the 
Body and Blood of Chriſt, a5 the Jews were who cru- 
cified him. Waſh your hands in innocency, and fo 
come before Gods Altar ; ſo ſhall Chriſt your well-be- 
loved be yours, and you his. Amer. 

* Theſe few Lines are not a fiream wherein an Ele- 
phant may plunge, 'but x ſhalfow Brook wherein 
Eambs ma Levy. if any Dove,. hike Noabs Dove, 
(any fimple and well-oi1ded man) can take no foot- 
mg, (I mean, not underſtand or miſ-underftand) my 
houfe hath a door like the window -in rhe Ark, and 
T have a hand ts reachour unto him, and ſuccour him ; 
the fountain of all goodneſs make me-a fairhful con- 
duir pipe, and you careful and happy Ciſterns of 
grace." Unto thefe ſeeds of Religion, let God ſay, in- 
creaſe and multiply ; firſt, unto rhe,blade or flower of 


knowledge ; Secondly, unto the fruit of Reformarion... 
Amen. - 


- 
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A Morning Prayer for a Fimily. 


Lord teach ws to pray, that we may call upon 
thy Name : Prepare our hearts to ſeth thee: 
And open thou thy merciful ears to hear ; 


FN Erernal and ever-living' Lord God, Creator, and. 
wy continual Preſerver of- all rhings both in Hea- 
ven and Earth: By whoſe gracious providence as we 
were atthe firſt wonderfully and feartully made, ſo we 


areuo leſs preſerved and kept unto this preſent 3 We 
the workmanſhip of thine own hands, defire ro hum- 
ble borh Soul and Body before thee, And now Lord... 
we being here'in thy preſence, -catinot but acknow- 
ledge and confeſs againſt our ſelves our own unwor- 
thine(s to come before thee, to call upon thee, or to 
perform even the leaſt duty that ſhall, concern thy 
worſhip'orgloty. Our, hearcs alas, are-no better than 
ſinks of ſib, and a maſs of all poſſurion. and, unclean» 
nefs ;. and who can make that clean that is taken out 
of an unclean thing? The thoughts and imaginations: 
of the (ame muſt needs be evil continually, and we- 
unto every good work prove Reprobates. Yer, O: 
Lord, ſeeing thou haſt commanded us to call upon. 
thee, and haſt mercifully promiſed to be preſent with- 
thy children, to hear their prayers, and togranc they 
requeſts which they pur uþ in. Faich. unto thee A — 


' Morning Prayer, 
Lord, this doth give us boldneſs to come before thee ; 
and in confidence of thy neſs that chou wilt make 
ood the ſame thy promiſe unto us ar this time, we 
offer up unto thee this Morning - Sacrifice of 
Prayer and Thankſgiving, humbly acknowledging and 
confeſlifnig from the botrom of our hearts, our mani- 


fold rranſgreſhions and offences, which we have con- - 


rinually mulriplyed againſt rhee in thought, word and 
deed, from-rhe beginning of our days unto this pre- 
ſent time. We acknowledge, O Lord, that our Ori- 
ginal corruprion, in the which we were at the firſt con- 
cieved and born, and from the which there hath 
ſprung forth the moſt bitter and unſavory fruit of fin, 
poeſtacy and Rebellfon,; to the great diſhonour of thy 
Name, the wounding of our poor ſouls and eonſciences, 
and th2 evil example of others amongſt whom, we 
have lived : By the which, O God, we confeſs that we 
have juſtly deſerved that thy wrath and indignation 
ſhould be paured out upon us, both in this. life, and 
ih the life ro come. | 
And therefore O God, we come nov here before 
thee in our own worthineſs, hut in the worthineſs 
and mediraion of Jeſus Chriſt : Beſeeching thy gra- 
| cious goodneſs for his ſake to be. merciful unto us, for. 
ts cake to forgiye us all our offences, our- viſible fins, 
our ſecrer fins, 'our fins of infirmity, our. preſump+ 
tuous ſms, againſt ' knowledge, againſt conſcience, 
againſt thee, or againſt our brethren, in. the time of 
our younger years, or. it the dayes of our knowledge, 
as we muſt needs confeſs, that in many things we have 
fnned all. *'We' pray thee, O. God, for Chriſt Jc- 
ſus fake_to forgive the ſame unto us, and-perſwade 
our ſotils and conſciences more and more, that thou 
art at peace with us, and that”all' our fins are done 
away in rhe blood of thy Son. And grant, O God, 
by che aſſiſtance and direQion of, the fame thy Spirit, 
thatwith more freedom of mind, and liberty of will 
we may ſerve thee in righteouſneſs, and true holineſs 
unto the.end of our days, And good Lord, begin 


1 
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Morning Prayer. 

not only repentance, and true Converſion in- us , but 
of thy great mercy perfe& the ſame: O lead us for- 
ward more and more towards perte&ion, increafe in 
us that ſaving knowledge of rhee, and of thy Son 
Chriſt, our faith in thy promiſes, our Repenrance 
from dead works, our fear of thy holy name ; our 
hatred of all fins, and our love unto thy truth. Frame 
our weak hearts (good Lord) more and more to obe+- 
dience unto thy Holy and Heavenly Will ; and teach 
us in all things to refign our will unto rhy holy will 3 
and jn ime of afflition, as in time of proſperity to 


" depend upon thee ; that we look not roo much 


up- 
on our own weakneſs, but may ſtay our ſelves by thy 
power and promiſes. , 

And Lord, comfort our forrowful hearts, and 
dejected fouls, that find dayly ſuch cauſe of humilia- 
rion in our ſelves, doing dayly thoſe rhings which we 
ſhould not, and leaving undone thoſe good things 
thou commandeſt. O then let us be truly humbled 
for the ſame, and for thy mercics ſake give us berrer 
affeRions unto goodneſs, and power: and. ability ro de 
that good thou commandeſt and requireſt ar our 
hands ; thar ſeeking in all good things te honour thee, 
and to extol thy name while we live here, we may « 
the laſt behold thy face in glory. 

And now Lord, together with our prayers, Weare 
bold to add rheſe praiſes unto thy great Name, for 
the” manifold favours and bleflings, the which from 
to time thou haſt -beſtowed upon us for this life , 
eſpecially for a better life, We thank thee for that 
it hathpleaſed thee of thy gracious goodneſs to ele 
and chuſe us to Salvation before the World was, for 
calling us. by thy word in time, for juſtifying us by thy 
Son Chriſt, and for giving us a certa:n expeRtation of 
a better life when this is ended. As alſo for the ha 
py means of our Salvation, thy Sabbaths, Word , 
and Sacraments. Oh, ir is thy great goodneſs, O 
Lord, that thou haſt not deprived us of them all; in 
as muchas we haye from time to time walked ſo uns 
worthy 


Aorning Prayer. 
worthy of thy love. O lay not to our charge our great 
unthankfulneſs that we have not brought forth . 
fruit of thy word in our lives ; but give us, we pray 
thee, that for the time to ccme we may make more 
right ſteps rothy Kingdom. And we magnifie thy 
name, U Lord, for all the Temporal Bleflings, which 
thou haſt in mercy beſtowed upon us, our: healch , 
eace, food, raiment, and for all the comforts of chis 
ae: O Lord, give us a right uſe of them, thar we 
may notabuſe them unto licentiouſneG, bur ſtir us 
dayly by them ro devote our ſelves unto thee and thy 
ſervice. We thy goodnefs rowards us 
the nighr thar is now freeing us from many im- 
minent dangers, of ſoul and body, and giving 
us fceetand comfortable reſt. We beſcech thee be 
with us this day, and all rhe dayes of our lives, and 
oy as —_ of the ON 
name glonfed by us, orhers may rake 

te, and we our ſelves enjoy the peace of a good 
. 3 Oasat the laſt, we may come to reign 
with thee in Glory. 


Blefs the Churches and Kingdoms wherein we live, 
with the continuance of our and true Religi- 
on, be gracious unto rhem that are in chiefeſt Au- 
thority over us : Bleſs all other Magiſtrates, Mini- 
ſters of _ our afflicted brerhren_in body or 
mind, or ; let ir pleaſe thee'O Lord to ſtay 
them, and ſupport them in time of their diſtreſs , 
and give umo them a happy iſſue our_of the ſame , 
8$it ſhall ſeem good unto thee. And fit us for hard- 
er times, whenſoever it ſhall pleaſe thee ro bring the 
ſame upon us: And keep us Lord in thoſe dayes by 
thy mighty power. And thus have we commended 
our ſuits unto thee, humbly praying thee ro pardon 
our wants, now at this time in the performance of 
this duty. And thou thar art privy to our wants bet- 
ter than we our ſelves are, we pray thee take notice 
of chem, and miniſter unto us a gracious ſupply » 

my 


Aforning Prayer. 
thy own due time: even for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, in 
whoſe Name we conclude theſe our weak imperſe& 
Prayers, in that perfe& form of Prayer which he him- 
felf hath further raught us, ſaying, O«r Father, which 
at in Heaven, Of, 
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An Evening Prayer for a Family. 


1] Us 
Vs £ 


O Lord prepare | 


\ 
my << 


arts to Prayer. 


O Ecernal God, and our moſt loving and merciful 
Father in Jeſus Chrift ; and in him our Father: 
It is thy own Commandment that we ſhould call upon 

thy name, and ir is thy gracious and merciful promiſe, 

that where two or three are gathered rogerher in thy 

Name, there thou wilt be preſent amongſt chem, we 

thy poor and unworthy ſervants, duſt and aſhes, yer 

the workmanſhip of thine own hands, are bold to 

come before thee, to offer up unto thee this evening 

Sacrifice of Prayer and Thankſgiving, And now, O 

Lord), being here before thee, we cannot but ac- 

knowledge and confeſs even from the botrom of our 

hearts againſt our ſelves our own unworthineſs, that 

we are grievous ſinners, conceived in fin, and born 

in iniquity, and whereof we have brought forth moſt 

vile fruits in our lives, to the great diſhonour of zhy 

Name, the utter diſmaying of our own Conſciences, 

and the evil example of our Brethren ; by the which 

we have deſerved likewiſe thy wrath and nt ps. 

pation to be poured upon us, borh. in this lite, and 

that which is to come, in ſuch ſorr as no. creature in 

Heaven and Earth is able to reconcile us again unto 

thy Majeſty, but only thy Son Jeſus Chriſt : we in- 

treat thee therefore, Q Lord, to be merciful unto us; 

and a we acknowledge our fins unto thee, ſo be _ 
Ins. 


Evening Praytr. - 
faichful and juſt to forgive us our fins, and to cleanſe 
us from all unrighteouſneſs 2 waſh us chroughly 
our wickedneſs, and cleanſe us from our fins ; for we 
acknowledge, O Lord, that againſt thee we have fin- 
ned, and done our evils in thy Oghtt Thou haſt 
been a guide unto all oar wayes, who alone art the 
ſearcher of che heart, and the tryer of the Reins : 
$4 =_ a are rien et znd puniſh. 
t on of our [ ile a 
ment of the ſame, thar ſo-.they may wy draw down 
upon.us our deſerved judgment. And we entreat thee 
likewiſe as to pardon our. fins that © are Faſt in our 
lives, ſo to arm and ſtrengrlien us againſt ſin for the 
ume to come. Oh, we have woful experience in 
our ſelvesof the weakneſs of our Nature, how ready 
we are tofall from thee, and cannot keep fo conſtant = 
A watch over our own wayes; nor over our own hearts': 
bur ſtill are ready ro ſtart aſide: O Lord dire& us a+ 
right in che paths of thy Commandments, let th 
good Spirit lead us forth into all truth, and 
hearrs of ours that by Nature are ſo 'ftaughr with fin 
and wickedneſs, we pray thee alter and change : 
And bring into ſubje&ion dayly every thought, and 
whatſoever thing elſe is in us, into faithful ence 
unto Chriſt ; Let us find dayly more"and'more the 
power of | Chriſt's:-Dearth, morrtifying fin in us,'and the 
efficacy . of his Reſurrefion, 'Taifing 'us dayly our of 
the Grave of fin unto newneſs of - Life : ive us 
Lord that we may dedicate our ſelves, our | and 
bodies, to be lively, holy, ard acceptable Sacrifices 
unto thee : Let thy love be ſhewed unto us, conſtrain 
us to love thee again. Thog O' Lord: haſt myde us, 
and not we our (elves; thou haſt made us 'norbeaſts, 
'but- men and women, yea, after thine' own"Iniage*: 
thou didfſt preſerve us in our mothers womb, and didſt 
——_— when IRE _— thou 
ſtill in vide us, a 
: us many bleſſings, which others want and and in 
need of. 'O Lord, grant us — 


Euening Prayer. 
cies, eſpecially for that chau-haſt lerus live in ſuch 
happy of thy-Goſpel, in a-time of and 
proſperity, wherein thou doſt by thy cominu- 
ally call; ar the door of our hearrs, and laboureſt our 
converſion. O Lord, we can never ſufficiently ad- 
ance thy .goodne(s herein, and. the rather, becauſe 
we:have from time to-rime 'watked fo unworthy of 

&, Forgive:us, © Lord, our/unthankfulnefs here- 
3n,-and;let us Bow ' walk as children of the 'lighe.” Oh, 
it 4s ao, much, Lord , :that''weihave ſpent” the time | 
that is laſt-paſt, according tothe luſts of the fleſh ; 
give us Grace that we may ſpend that ſhorrrime that 
yet remainerh, according to:thy will:: ſer ' before our 
eyes the:ſhorrneſs. of our lives; the day of death is 
ſure in the cod,; unſure in the time; thariwe 'may be 
fully | fos- the ſecond-coming | of our 'Saviour 
unto judgment» | And now mm the rime of our' proſpe- 
rity, iprd reach us to think ofthe rime-of edverfiy, 
and 4n the time of :ourheatrh lerzos remember the 
time of our; ſickneſs, -and- the: hour: of Death which 
ſhall'come allficſh. :Oh, fer as be mindful of 
our latteriend, let: us number] our” dayes aright, that 


we.may apply our hearts-unro wiſdom, and ever mind 
our. and :account which: qne' day © we ſhall 
-give. unto' thee, , Make us while we :live Here/ro & 
-humble-minded cowards :our 'brethren , | that we he 
Jowlyin our, owneyes, that we:get- contented 
-pure affeftions, chaſt minds, and wiſe behaviour 
and all. other -gifrs of thine own . Spirn, that 'may a 
dorm us 4n thy. ſight, and may add umo the cretlir of 
thy zuth which we profes. on W212 

.-.; And gaod Lord, ! we prayithee accept of ourithank 
giving unto. thy Majeftyfor all-rhy! mercies awd ble 
:hngs from 4ime to time beſtowed upon us: for rhis ti 
;/-md, for- a better. We praiſe thee 'for our -eletion 
:YOration, juſtification, ton !, 'continual 'x 
(eration, and the :affurance that | thou "haſt 'given 
;Of |a- better :life :whenthis is (ended;:: as alſo-for - 
-remporal' blcſlings, ; Health, :Pcacc, and Proſperity 


—_- — — 


Evening Prayer. 

for thy goodneſs extended towards us this day that is 
paſt, that thou haſt gone in and out before us, and 
freed us from many dangers of ſoul and body, and 
brought us with peace and comfort unto the begin- 
ning of this night. Lord, watch over us by thy Spirit 
and preſence : Give us an Holy and San&ifie ule of 
our reſt and ſleep, -and fit us for the duties of the 
next day, eſpecially, O Lord, fit us for that day 
which ſhall never give place to night : and grant un- 


| tO us all good things that thou in thy wiſdom know- 


eſt more expedient to give than We to ask, even for 
Jeſus Chriſts fake : to whom with thee, O Father, 
together wirh the bleſſed Spirit, we acknowledge to 
be due, and defire to give all Honour, Praiſe, and 
Glory, both now and for ever. Amen. 


